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Summary

Kassel is a city in Germany which became an industrial city 
during the industrial period. By industrialisation, Kassel’s railroad 
network grew. Large companies in Kassel, such as Henschel & 
Sohn, built their own railway for freight transport. The railway of 
Henschel & Sohn, called the Halle Kasseler Bahn, is not in use 
anymore since 1999. Nowadays, it is an abandoned area in the 
north of Kassel. An area that needs to be transformed to be of 
value for Kassel.

The former railway and the industrial area next to it are a 
separation between different parts in Kassel. Transforming the 
former railway and the adjacent area will create a link between 
those parts. To strengthen the image of Kassel as an industrial 
city, the rails and the industrial buildings will be remained.

The second aspect of the image of Kassel is the university town. 
Nowadays, the University of Kassel is one of Germany’s mid-
sized universities and continues to grow. The refugee flow in 
2015 has led to an increase of refugees in Kassel. This is the 
third aspect. The former industrial area is the perfect place to 
create dwellings for students and refugees. The area is near the 
university and the city centre. 

Kassel is also a cultural city, among others by hosting the art 
festival Documenta. The city has the ambition to become the 
European City of Culture in 2025. The transformation of the 
former railway leads to a piece of infrastructure as an artwork 
itself. At the adjacent area, studios for local artists and an 
exhibition space for the art are created. So, transforming the 
former railway and the adjacent area will strengthen the image 
of Kassel as a cultural city. 

The residential blocks and the buildings with cultural functions 
define together the public spaces in the area. The lines of the 
former railway are visible by how the buildings are situated. So, 
the historical identity will be remained with the transformation.

The residential blocks consist of three building layers with 
apartments and student rooms for students and refugees. To 
get to know each other, there are public or semi-public spaces 
between the residential blocks. Every public space has its own 
function.

To strengthen the image of Kassel on the city scale, the 
designed cycle trail is designed. Four fragments of the trail 
show different kinds of pieces of Kassel and the four aspects 
of the image of Kassel. The trail also goes along touristic points 
which Kassel is known for, such as the Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark. 
As signage of the trail, there is made use of streetlights and a 
name for the trail: KreisRadBahn Kassel. This name will come 
back along the trail on panels, so people can recognise the trail 
not only by the red asphalt.

To stimulate cycling, cars will be discouraged. Therefore, the 
location is made car-free with five parking spaces in the corners 
of the area. Hereby, the cycle became more important in the 
area. The residents and visitors need to store their bicycle. 
Therefore, there are sixteen bicycle storages all over the area. 
Two are located at the former railway and are for the visitors. 
The other fourteen are situated next to the residential blocks 
and are for the residents.
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1 Introduction

Kassel is a city in Germany which became an industrial city 
during the industrial period. Large companies who used the 
railways for their freight transport settled in the city. Hereby, the 
railroad network expanded with railways for freight trains. The 
company Henschel & Sohn built their own railway, called the 
Halle Kasseler Bahn. After the closure of this company in 1999, 
the railway has not been in use anymore. The buildings are 
rezoned as a museum, but the railway is still abandoned. A part 
of the railway is demolished, but half of it still exists. 

The research of the image of Kassel is a tool to understand the 
city and to come up with a design for the abandoned railway 
and adjacent area. The image can be viewed from different 
points of view. Different scales have been used to apply all the 
points of the image of Kassel. All the scales are to improve the 
transformation of the former railway.

Transformation of the railway is relevant for Kassel in many 
ways. Firstly, the abandoned railway is an opportunity for Kassel 
to create a connection to the city centre and the north part of 
Kassel. It is also a way to connect the west with the east. The 
area was an obstacle between those parts of Kassel, but it will 
be transformed into an area that is the link between those parts 
instead of an obstacle.

The second reason is that the former railway and adjacent area 
have a great history. The rails of the Halle Kasseler Bahn will not 
be demolished and also by using the existing buildings from 
the industrial period, the history will be remained. The company 
Henschel & Sohn was important for the development of Kassel, 
so keeping that history intact will add value to Kassel as an 
industrial city.

Furthermore, the art festival Documenta is an important 
event for Kassel. The area will be developed as a section for 
Documenta. The abandoned area is an opportunity to create 
a cultural area: space for exhibition space, a hotel and studios. 
After the transformation, the former railway will be of value for 

Documenta. Nowadays, Documenta mostly takes place in the 
centre of Kassel. With the transformation of the former railway, 
the western part will also contribute for possible locations. 
Artists can be part of the development, but also after the 
transformation, the area can function as a space for art.

Combining the image of Kassel with the transformation of the 
former railway leads to the research question:

How can the transformation of the former railway strengthen 
the image of Kassel?

In order to answer this research question, the following sub 
questions will be studied:

What is the image of Kassel?
How can the image of Kassel be applied in the design on 
different scales?
What is missing in the surroundings of the area?
What is a value for Kassel to add in the design, using the image 
of Kassel as starting point?

Multiple methods were used to answer the questions. Firstly, 
a literature research is done. The aim of this literature study 
is to gather information about important aspects of Kassel, 
such as the history of the railroad network and the art festival 
Documenta.
Secondly, observation and experience of the city is used to 
answer the questions. Kassel is known as Documenta city. 
When entering the city, there are nameplates with ‘Kassel 
Documentastadt’ on it. The analysis of the area and its 
surroundings reveals the missing things, but also shows the 
existing elements which can be useful for the design.
Finally, case studies are analysed to understand how other 
cities dealt with the transformation of a former railway. The case 
studies are similar to this project, namely a transformation of a 
former railway to a cycle trail.



12 Image of Kassel
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2.1 Introduction

Lucius Burckhardt explains in his article ‘Wasteland As Context Is 
There Any Such Thing As The Postmodern Landscape? (1998)‘ 
that people want to experience the city as they know it from 
ads. ‘We believe we perceive the landscape as an “image;” we 
learn from pastoral novels and tourism brochures how this or 
that region looks. When we take a walk we seek confirmation of 
these images, and we are delighted to discover similarities, or 
variations on a theme we can interpret.’

To apply this theory to the design of the former railway and 
the trail which is connected to it, the image of Kassel must be 
determined. 

The image of Kassel can be approached in different ways. The 
first one is the objective way to look to the image. The second one 
is the image that people get from Kassel by means of websites, 
brochures etcetera. This is the one Lucius Burckhardt describes 
in his articles.

Defining the image of Kassel starts with the history. The 
industrialisation was an important period for Kassel. This led to 
an industrial city and also a city with many railroads for freight 
trains. 

Kassel is a city with a university. The University of Kassel caused 
Kassel to become a university town. There will be a lot of students 
come to study there and thereby to live in the city.

In 2015, a large number of refugees arrived in Germany. These 
refugees also need to be accommodated in Kassel. 

Another important part of the image of Kassel is culture. Kassel 
has a lot of culture offerings in the city. There are multiple 
museums, but the most important cultural event is Documenta. 
This art festival takes place every five years in Kassel and attracts 
many tourists. Because of the wide demand of culture, Kassel 
wants to become the European City of Culture 2025. 

The touristic viewpoint is the one Burckhardt is talking about. 
The Hercules and Bergpark Wilhelmshöhe are the attractions in 
Kassel that the most tourists know of and want to visit if they are 
there.
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2.2 Industrial city

2.2.1 History of Kassel’s railroad network
The first railway line in Kassel, which connects Kassel with 
Warburg, was opened in 1848. This railway line is one of the oldest 
railways in Germany. After the completion of the Kassel-Warburg 
line, rail transport became important for Kassel to connect with 
the sea transport. That is why this line was increasingly extended 
to the north of Germany. 
The north line , the Kassel-Warburg line, means a good connection 
of Kassel with the north of Germany. The railway to the north is 
used by long-distance and regional passenger and freight trains. 

Kassel is an industrial city, where most of the industrial areas are 
nearby a railway. Before the highway south of the city was built, 
the railway was the most important mode of transport for the 
industry. Goods transport in the pre-war period was not by truck 
but by train. 

The companies were allowed to use the railroad network of 
Kassel but some of the larger companies have their own railway 
for transport. Between 1902 and 1924, the industry in Kassel 
became bigger and the railroad network grew. Especially the 
industrial area above Kassel Hauptbahnhof. Companies needed 
their own railway, so they built them in the city too, where some 
of the larger companies were located. 

One of these companies was Henschel & Sohn. This company 
made transportation equipment, such as locomotives, trucks 
etcetera. For trade, Henschel & Sohn needed their own railway 
connected to the railroad network of Kassel so they could 
transported their goods. 

Nowadays, some of the companies that had their own railway are 
not located in Kassel anymore. This means that those railways 

Figure 1: The North line, 1902 Figure 2: The Halle Kasseler Bahn, 1924
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Figure 3: Kassel’s railroad network
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are out of use. Some of them are already demolished, but the 
bigger one north of Kassel Hauptbahnhof, the one that Henschel 
& Sohn used, is still there.

After the Second World War, Kassel Hauptbahnhof was rebuilt in 
1960. The station is situated close to the centre. However, after 
the opening of the restored Kassel-Wilhelmshöhe station in 1991, 
the Kassel Hauptbahnhof became the second main station of 
Kassel.
The Kassel-Wilhelmshöhe station became the main station 
because of its connection with the high-speed line. This is a train 
connection between Berlin and Frankfurt am Main and goes 
through Kassel. Another reason is that the former main station of 
Kassel is a blind station. This means that the trains have to turn 
and go back in the same direction they came from. On the new 
main station, trains can drive through and do not have to turn 

anymore. 
The third reason is the good road connections. The Wilhelmshöher 
Allee is the road to the Hercules. However, after the change of 
the stations’ hierarchy this road became also the access road to 
the main station from the centre. 

Kassel Hauptbahnhof is next to centre, but the Kassel-
Wilhelmshöhe station is not. The position of the new main station 
resulted in the fact that the roads to the main station become 
more important. The current main station leads to another 
function of the west part of Kassel. The west part became more 
an expansion of the centre.
There is also a good tram connection from the centre to the 
main station. The first tram connection from Königsplatz to 
Kassel-Wilhelmshöhe was opened in 1877. In 1902, the Hercules 
Railway drove to and from the station. First it was served by three 

Figure 4: The two stations of Kassel Figure 5: The Hauptbahnhof, a blind station
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Figure 6: Kassel’s railroad network
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tram lines, but from 1911, it was connected with four tram lines. 
The tram network in Kassel was finished before the First World 
War. So, the station was already connected well for years with 
public transport to the centre and other parts of Kassel.

After the change of the stations’ hierarchy, a few train rails were 
demolished at the Kassel Hauptbahnhof because they were no 
longer needed because of the reduction of trains passing by this 
station.

The railway defines the city in the west and the north of Kassel. 
The railway in the west of Kassel makes the city more accessible 
but it also separates the city from the part in the west. This 
railway leads to a stop of the city’s development, because it is an 
obstacle to expand to the west. This makes the part of the city on 
the east of the railway an expansion of the city centre. That part 

is also next to the main station. 
The west line is an important railway for Kassel. This line connects 
the city with Berlin in the north. The line splits in the south to two 
different directions and goes to Frankfurt and to Gerstungen. 

The high speed line also uses the railway in the west. This line 
goes from Hanover to Würzburg and stops at Kassel. There is 
also a line that goes from Kassel to Aachen. This one has a length 
of more than 340 km. It is one of the longest German railroads.

Between the years 1902 and 1924, the west line was expanded 
with more rails. Hereby, more trains did passed the west line and 
Kassel became more accessible.

2.2.2 History of the Halle Kasseler Bahn
In the nineteenth century, Kassel developed its railroad network. 

Centre

Figure 7: The station in the same line of the Wilhelmshöher Allee Figure 8: The west part of Kassel as an expansion of the centre
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In 1863, an agreement was made to invest in a connection 
between Kassel and Halle through Nordhausen. 
After the construction of the railway between Kassel and Halle in 
1866, a short railway for freight trains was put into operation. The 
railway was called the Halle Kasseler Bahn. The railway started 
and ended at the station Unterstadtbahnhof.
The Halle Kasseler Bahn was the railway for the companies 
Henschel & Sohn and Krauss-Maffei Wegmann. Nowadays, 
the factory of Henschel & Sohn is closed and Krauss-Maffei 
Wegmann does not use the railway anymore. However, the 
railway is still partly present.

2.2.2.1 History Henschel & Sohn
The Henschel history is closely linked to Kassel’s development 
of the last 200 years. Its history is an important example for 
Kassel’s development as an industrial city. 

The Henschel & Sohn history started in 1777 with Carl 
Henschel. In that year he moved from Gießen to Kassel. In 
1810, he started a small factory in Kassel together with his son 
Johann Werner Henschel to make affordable cannons for the 
French. A couple of years later, his other son Carl Anton also 
became a companion of the factory.

The importance of mechanical engineering increased after the 
demand of cannons decreased. At that moment, Henschel & 
Sohn changed their company and started with the production 
of steam engines in 1816. They finished their first steam 
locomotive in 1848. 
The production of locomotives went well and in 1880 Henschel 
& Sohn belonged to one of the largest locomotive factory. 
Between 1894 and 1912, Sophie Henschel was the owner of 
the company. In that time, Henschel & Sohn was not only one 

Figure 9: The west line, 1902 Figure 10: The west line, 1924
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of the largest in Kassel but also one of the most important 
locomotive factories in Europe.
After the production of steam locomotives, they started to 
develop an electric locomotive. The first one was produced 
in 1905. There were 57 years between the production of the 
first steam locomotive and the production of the first electric 
locomotive, but they only needed five years to develop the first 
locomotive with combustion engine after the electric one. The 
locomotive with combustion engine was called the Henschel-
Lok.

In the First World War, the demand of locomotives increased 
a lot and Henschel & Sohn production had a production 
grew. But also the demand of arms production increased. So, 
Henschel & Sohn started to produce those again. The company 
grew well and in 1920 it became a GmbH, Gesellschaft mit 

beschränkter Haftung, which means a company with limited 
liability. 
In 1925, Henschel & Sohn expands with development and 
production of trucks and buses. The company remained to 
make locomotive and together with the company Wegmann, 
they developed the Henschel-Wegmann-Zug, an express train.

During the NS-Zeit, national-socialistic era, Henschel & Sohn 
was one of the most important suppliers of the equipment of 
the Wehrmacht. Hereby, the company continued to grow and 
had the opportunity to start developing more products. In 1934, 
they added tanks and airplanes to their product range.

During the Second World War the production for war products 
took place in Kassel. This had a great impact on Kassel. On 
October 22, 1943 Kassel was bombarded. Henschel & Sohn 

Henschel & Sohn
Fabric II, Rothenditmold

Wegmann & Co

Henschel und Sohn
Fabric I

Unterstadt Bahnhof Unterstadt Bahnhof

Henschel & Sohn

Wegmann & Co

Figure 11: The Halle Kasseler Bahn, 1924 Figure 12: The Halle Kasseler Bahn, 1993
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was closed for a couple of years, but in 1948 the production of 
locomotives got back on track.

Henschel & Sohn was sold in December 1958 and in 1976 it 
became Thyssen-Henschel. The production was continued in 
Rothenditmold and the other factory of Henschel & Sohn was 
closed and demolished. Nowadays, the university of Kassel was 
built on the site of the other factory. 

Thyssen and Krupp fused in 1999 and that moment the factory 
was closed. The name Henschel totally disappeared and in 
Rothenditmold, an industrial park with more than 40 companies 
and 2200 employees was developed. The buildings of the 
Henschel & Sohn factory still exist. Nowadays, a Museum of 
Technology, included with information about Henschel & Sohn, 
is located in the former factory buildings.

2.2.2.2 History Krauss-Maffei Wegmann
Joseph Anton von Maffei founded a locomotive factory in 1838 in 
München. The company fused with Krauss & Co. The new name 
of the fused company became Krauss-Maffei. This company was 
involved in the Transrapid, a German developed High-Speed 
monorail train using magnetic levitation.

In 1999, Krauss-Maffei fused with Wegmann & Co and from 
that moment on it is known as a company that develops and 
produces tanks. The company is nowadays largely owned by the 
Bode family. 

The area is a closed area, protected by fences and barriers. The 
company describes itself as a leading system company in the 
field of armoured wheeled and tracked vehicles in Europe by 
bringing together complementary products and expertise.

Figure 13: The former company Henschel & Sohn Figure 14: The company Krauss-Maffei Wegmann
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2.3 University town

The University of Kassel was founded in 1971 as the 
Gesamthochschule Kassel (GhK). In 2002, the name changed 
to Universität Kassel. The university causes Kassel to become a 
university town. 

The number of students increased with ten per cent in the 
seventies. Therefore, the GhK needed expansion to accommodate 
all students. This was solved with both expansion of the existing 
buildings and with newly built. Existing studies were housed in 
the new buildings, such as college for fine arts, the technical 
studies and the secondary economic college. 

The GhK offered a broad spectrum of theory and practice. The 
students can specialise later in their study. The GhK has fields of 
expertise in Nature, Technology, Culture and Society. Students 
do not have to choose one expertise, they can combine those 
four. As a result of this approach, there was an increase of 3,000 
students to more than 16,000 students in two decades (Lasch, 
2009). 

In the nineties, there was a change in the higher education. 
Graduation courses were introduced throughout  Germany. 
Those were introduced to make studying more attractive and to 
facilitate the mobility of the students.

Through the already existing broad spectrum at the GhK, the 
steps towards adaptation were relatively easy for the university 
in Kassel. The Kasseler model was suddenly a precursor to an 
intra-institutional differentiation of the system (Lasch, 2009). 

Nowadays, the University of Kassel is one of Germany’s mid-sized 
universities with more than 23,000 students and approximately 
1,800 scholars, among them more than 300 professors. Its profile 
also attracts many students and scholars from across Germany 
and abroad. The University of Kassel is one of the leading 
universities in environmental issues, it also plays a key role in 
the development of the northern Hessen region. It has developed 
a modern transfer structure and pioneer impulses. Through a 

long-term development strategy, the University of Kassel has 
achieved a high degree of internationality, which is usually only 
found in the metropolises and universities with a particularly long 
research tradition.

Image 1: The university of Kassel

Figure 15: Facts about the University of Kassel
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2.4 Refugees

The average population growth in Kassel is 1,000 inhabitants 
per year. In 2015, the population growth was more than 3,000 
inhabitants. This growth is related to the refugee stream that 
year. Refugees come to Europe for a better life. 

In recent years, Kassel has become a refuge for people who fled 
from war, persecution, poverty and lack of prospects. There are 
projects set up for the refugees in Kassel.

One of the projects in Kassel is the ‘Ankommenspaten’. This 
project helps fled people to integrate into the German society. 
The main goal is to spend time together and get to know each 
other. Possible topics for the meetings are the transfer of everyday 
knowledge to all areas of daily life, such as mobility, shopping, 
education and information opportunities, cultural, sports and 
leisure activities, doctors and authorities. The project is led by 
volunteers and it is funded by sponsorships.  

There are not only projects with volunteers. The University of 
Kassel, as an international university, helped with the integration 
of the refugees as well. The university has a programme that 
provides the refugees an opportunity to study. 

Figure 16: Population of Kassel Figure 17: Nationality of the population Kassel
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2.5 Culture

2.5.1 Defining culture
Culture is a word that has more than one meaning. So, finding 
the definition of culture is not possible, but it becomes more 
and more a concept that people use. In 2014, more people 
looked up the definition of culture. The New Yorker’s archive 
editor Joshua Rothman explains this is a reason that culture is 
become an unsettling word (Rothman, 2014).
          
Within the scope of this research, two definitions of culture will 
be used. 

The first definition is art as culture. In terms of art expression, it 
is about sculpture and painting, dance, theatre, film, music and 
literature. 

Architecture can also be defined as culture. It is art on a bigger 
scale and tells something about the people and the place 
where it is built. 

The second one is based on the way of life, especially the 
general customs and beliefs of a particular group of people at a 
particular time, as it is defined in the Cambridge dictionary. 
General customs and beliefs includes norms and values, food, 
eating habits, clothing, religion but also traditions of a particular 
group or person. 

2.5.2 Documenta
The most known feature of Kassel is the art. This is most of all 
because of Documenta that is held in the city every five years. 
Documenta is recognised as the world’s largest and most 
prestigious exhibition of contemporary art (Kassel Marketing 
GmbH, 2015).
At every Documenta there is place for reflecting and presenting 
the global developments in culture and contemporary art. 
It can also be a tool for rewriting art history and redefining 
contemporary exhibition making (Kassel Marketing GmbH, 
2015).

2.5.2.1 History of Documenta
In 1955, ten years after the Second World War, the first 
Documenta was organised in Kassel. Documenta was an 
initiation of a group of art enthusiasts led by the artist, art 
professor and curator Arnold Bode. The exhibition was often 
be referred to as the ‘Museum of 100 days’. With the first 
Documenta, no one would have thought that it would be 
become an unparalleled success. ‘The Documenta is one of the 
big events we will remember for the rest of our lives’, as wrote in 
1955 by the critic Doris Schmidt about Documenta.

Image 2: The nameplate when entering Kassel
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Every five years a new curator is selected by an international 
committee and approved by the supervisory board. As a result, 
every Documenta will have another point of view and another 
theme. In its own way, each Documenta has left its mark on 
international discourse about art. 

2.5.2.2 Outdoor objects
Venues and partners of the exhibitions are museums, cinemas, 
theatres, as well as libraries, university spaces and a number of 
historically important locations. 
A number of the outdoor objects of the past Documentas can 
still be seen in Kassel. In cooperation with Documenta and 
Museum Fridericianum GmbH, the city of Kassel has created a 
tour for the outdoor works of art from past Documentas. 

Three examples of outdoor objects from past Documentas are:

What is Beyond Plants is at One with Them by Lois 
Weinberger, documenta 10, 1997
Lois Weinberger’s documenta biotope looks like a neglected 
area of the Kulturbahnhof. The artist mixed native vegetation 
with neophytes in the gravel bed of the decommissioned Track 
1. The rapidly growing plants from southern and southeastern 
Europe spread quickly and displaced the original flora. 
Weinberger views this botanical process, which continues 
even today, as a metaphor for social processes. Here, global 
migration has become the theme of an ecological work of art. 
In a natural development initiated by artificial means, the artist 
uses the plant world to call attention to the conflict between 
foreign and native. An understanding of nature should help 
people gain an understanding of society. In Weinberger’s view, 
a society’s character is reflected in the manner in which it deals 
with plants.

7000 Oaks – City Forestation instead of City Administration by 
Joseph Beuys, documenta 7 - 8, 1982 – 1987
It took five years to clear the wedge-shaped pile of rocks on 
Friedrichsplatz and realize this social sculpture. The artist made 

his gift to the documenta city dependent on the condition that 
7000 trees, each accompanied by a basalt stele, would be 
planted at 7000 locations all over the city. Like no other work 
of art in the world, the mature, still growing aesthetic organism 
intervenes radically and sustainably in the visual, ecological and 
social structure of the urban habitat in readily comprehensible 
ways. The forestation of the city was realized through 
constructive cooperation involving the artist, local government, 
and the citizens of Kassel. The first and last trees were planted 
in front of the Museum Fridericianum. Responsibility for the 
constant care and maintenance required for this sensitive work 
has been entrusted to the “7000 Oaks Foundation” since 2002. 
The work was declared a protected historical monument in 
2004.

Frame Construction by Haus-Rucker-Co, documenta 6, 1977
This accessible sculpture from the “Provisional Architecture” 
group serves as a gaze-directing device. It demonstrates the 
process of selective vision and the function of the picture frame. 
Suspended from an arm in front of a slightly inclined framework 
structure at the edge of the slope leading from Friedrichsplatz 
to the Karlsaue is a smaller frame. The frame cuts out a 
segment of reality and turns it into a landscape picture. Viewers 
who enter the installation become objects of observation 
themselves. Visitors who walk around the frame along a side 
walkway find themselves in the picture, where the experience 
of framing is repeated in the direction of the Orangerie. A 
view of the city center opens in the opposite direction. As an 
object devoted to the demonstration of perceptual theory, the 
Rahmenbau belongs to the same category as observatories, 
sundial structures, and other historical architectural works 
designed to help the individual find his place in the web of 
cosmic relationships.
 
2.5.2.3 Documenta 14
This year, 2017, the fourteenth Documenta will be held in 
Kassel. Special this time is that it will not only be held in Kassel 
but also in Athens, Greece. The time in which it is held this year 
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is different than other editions. In Athens it started earlier than 
in Kassel. In Athens it started the 8th of April till the 16th of July 
and in Kassel it started the 10th of June and ends the 17th of 
September. So, it will overlap for five weeks. 

The collaboration with Athens is reflected in the theme of 
Documenta 14. Namely, the theme is Learning from Athens. 
The different locations and divergent historical, socioeconomic 
and cultural backgrounds of Kassel and Athens will come to 
carry on the process of creation of both parts of the exhibition. 
The locations should also inspire and determine the individual 
works of art. The participating artists are invited to think and 
produce within the dynamic to emerge between these two 
cities.

Documenta 14 will attempt to encompass a multitude of 
voices in, between, and beyond the two cities where it will 
be situated, reaching beyond the European context from the 
vantage point of the Mediterranean metropolis Athens, where 
Africa, the Middle East, and Asia face each other. The physical 
and metaphorical distance between Kassel and Athens will 
fundamentally alter the way visitors experience documenta 14 
– bringing into play feelings of loss and longing while recasting 
their understanding of what such an exhibition can be.’ (Kassel 
Marketing GmbH, 2015). 

Adam Szymczyck is the artistic director of Documenta 14. He 
was appointed by an independent, international jury. Szymczyck 
is cofounder of the Foksal Gallery Foundation in Warsaw, in 
which he worked as curator. From 2003 he worked in Kunsthalle 
Basel, where he organised a lot of exhibitions and nowadays, 
he is a member of the board of the Museum of Modern Art in 
Warsaw (Kassel Marketing GmbH, 2015). 

Documenta 14 takes place at multiple public locations. Through 
a series of programmes and cooperations, Documenta 14 
wished to get attention for public institutions and organisations 
in both cities. Visitors to Documenta 14 can be accompanied by 

a member of the Documenta Chorus for a walk through Kassel. 
The role of the Documenta 14 Chorus is to follow the interests 
of the visitors listening to and instigating dialogue, debate, 
and questioning by looking at and experiencing the works of 
Documenta 14. Members of the Chorus for Documenta 14 
and visitors to the exhibition play a dynamic role in thinking 
critically together about artist projects and giving answers to 
deep questions, while also drawing out broader perspectives 
relating to the respective contexts of Documenta 14. In this 
way the visitor is a contributor to Documenta 14, negotiating 
routes, responses, and works alongside members of the Chorus 
within a given time frame. ‘The interest of Documenta 14 is 
an education is to create a multitude of voices that continues 
to resonate with further questions, mythologies, dialogue, 
stories, debates, and rumors beyond the realm of the exhibition’ 
(Documenta GmbH, 2017). 

2.5.3 European City of Culture 2025
In 2025, Kassel wants to be the European City of Culture. ‘Kultur 
ist die DNA einer Stadt.‘, says Dorothée Rhiemeier,  the director 
of the municipal cultural office who is responsible for the 
preparation of the cultural capital. 

Since 1985, the European Union has been awarding the title of 
‘The European City of Culture’, marking cities with a cultural and 
creative potential while at the same time representing Europe in 
its diversity and cultural unity.

In the current regulations, the program is also seen as a driving 
force for long-term cultural policy and urban planning projects. 
Kassel sees the candidature as an opportunity that opens up 
the possibility of lending untapped potential for development in 
the city.

For a culture fanatic, Kassel is a city to get satisfied.  With the 
art festival Documenta, with works ranging from antiquity to the 
modern period. Kassel is internationally known for its culture. 
The city combines urban culture and pure nature: museums, 
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Figure 18: Outdoor objects Documenta
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art, culture, sports and leisure activities, mountains, lakes and 
forests.

2.5.4 Touristic viewpoint
The Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark has been declared a World 
Cultural Heritage site in 2013. ‘Descending a long hill dominated 
by a giant statue of Hercules, the monumental water displays 
of Wilhelmshöhe were begun by Landgrave Carl of Hesse-
Kassel in 1689 around an east-west axis and were developed 
further into the 19th century. Reservoirs and channels behind 
the Hercules Monument supply water to a complex system of 
hydro-pneumatic devices that supply the site’s large Baroque 
water theatre, grotto, fountains and 350-metre long Grand 
Cascade. Beyond this, channels and waterways wind across 
the axis, feeding a series of dramatic waterfalls and wild rapids, 
the geyser-like Grand Fountain which leaps 50m high, the lake 
and secluded ponds that enliven the Romantic garden created 
in the 18th century by Carl’s great-grandson, Elector Wilhelm 
I. The great size of the park and its waterworks along with the 
towering Hercules statue constitute an expression of the ideals 
of absolutist Monarchy while the ensemble is a remarkable 
testimony to the aesthetics of the Baroque and Romantic 
periods.’(UNESCO, 2013). 

The Hercules monument is a statue on a pyramid at 530 metres 
height, the highest point in Kassel.  It offers a spectacular view 
of the entire Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark and the city of Kassel. The 
pyramid with the statue is the extension of the Wilhelmshöhe 
Bergpark. The Hercules itself is 8.30 meters high and is built in 
1717. Landgrave Carl of Hesse-Cassel had established together 
with the Italian architect Giovanni Francesco Guerniero the 
Octagon from 1700 to 1717, with the Hercules statue as the 
crowning to the 1.5 kilometre long cascade complex.

‘People want to experience the city as they know it from ads’, as 
said by Burckhardt. The Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark and Hercules 
are the first things that appear when looking up Kassel on the 
web.

Image 4: The Hercules monument

Image 3: The Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark
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2.6 Conclusion

The departure of the company Henschel & Sohn led to an 
abandoned railway and adjacent area. This is the location for the 
design of this project.

The former railway and adjacent area are next to the university. 
The location offers therefore a possibility for housing students 
and refugees. 

Most locations which are used for Documenta are historically 
important for Kassel. With the history of Henschel & Sohn, the 
former railway and the adjacent area belong in that category. 
Using the former railway and area next to it as a location for 
Documenta is an opportunity to show the industrial history of 
Kassel. It also has the effect that Documenta extend to the north 
of Kassel. Most of the outdoor objects are located in the city 
centre. 

Kassel wants to be the European City of Culture in 2025. The 
former railway and the adjacent area will be an opportunity for 
the city to create a cultural area.

The touristic viewpoints are points of connection for the cycle 
trail. Tourists want to be able to visit those places if they are in 
Kassel. Doing that by bike is an opportunity for Kassel to reduce 
the car usage.
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3.1 Location in Kassel

Figure 19: The former railway and the adjacent area are located in the north of Kassel
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3.2 Built area

Through the history of the former railway and the adjacent 
area as an industrial area, the location became a separation 
between the residential areas in the west and north, the 
university and the city centre. Transforming the former railway 

to a cycle trail will lead to a link between those parts of Kassel. 
The residents of the western of Kassel can come easily from the 
west to the east. For commuting, but also for recreation. The city 
centre is better accessible by bike than before.  

Figure 20: The former railway and the adjacent area as separation

 Legend

Western residential areas
Northern residential areas
University of Kassel
City centre
The location
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3.3 Rothenbergsiedlung

Rothenbergsiedlung is a residential area in the north of Kassel.  The 
Rothenbergsiedlung is considered to be the best preserved work 
of the German Siedlungarchitect Otto Haesler. At the beginning 
of the thirties, the first phase of construction of the settlement 
began with 216 apartments. At that time Haesler’s design attitude 
was rigid and uncompromising but his architecture is still widely 
used today and throws a light on the fact that even the most cost-
effective housing construction can be regarded as an art.

According to Otto Haesler the Rothenbergsiedlung revolutionary 
changes the residents living and living environment. ‘The 
functional ground plans are oriented to the needs of the 
inhabitants. Each apartment has a common room, which serves 
at the same time as access to the adjoining rooms, there is a fitted 
kitchen, based on the famous “Frankfurter Küche” by Viennese 
architect Margarete Schütte-Lihotzky, each apartment has its 
own bathroom, a loggia and the houses are centrally heated.’

In a first construction phase, 216 residential units were built, 2,500 
were planned to remedy the housing shortage in the Fulda town. 
The six residential blocks of the future large-scale settlement 
follow a consequent east-west orientation. Private rooms such 
as children’s rooms and bedrooms are orientated towards the 
east and the common areas are facing west. The public spaces 
between the houses, in their ascetic appearance, are park-like 
distances. The steel skeleton constructions of the residential 
blocks were unusual for that time. Otto Haesler puts the vertical 
out of the emerging high-rise building into the horizontal and 
thus translates it into the Siedlungsarchitektur.

Image 5: The Rothenbergsiedlung

Image 6: Residential blocks of Rothenbergsiedlung
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The former railway and the adjacent area are surrounded with 
industrial areas, residential areas and the university. South of 
the location is the city centre. 

In the old factory buildings there is currently a museum. The 
museum is located in the north of the former railway. It is about 
technology and about the history of Henschel & Sohn. The cycle 
trail passing by this museum, which allows people to visit the 
museum where they can be informed about the history of the 
area where they are cycling through.

The company Krauss-Maffei Wegmann is located opposite of 
the company Henschel & Sohn.. This company is a private area, 
where people are not allowed to pass. Thus this area is not 
involved in the transformation of the former railway.

To involve the former railway and the adjacent area in 
Documenta, not only cultural offering is important but also 
offering a place to stay can help to attract people to the location. 
Most of the hotels in Kassel are located in the city centre. No 
single one is located in the north of the former railway. This 
offers the opportunity to develop a hotel in the area. With a hotel 
in the area, the former railway is also attractive to go to, people 
are already around. For hotel guests, certain amenities nearby 
are important. There is a supermarket in the north of the area 
and the location is not far from the city centre. 

The university of Kassel is located east of the location. Most of 
the students prefer to live close to the university and the city 
centre. The transformation of the former industrial area is an 
opportunity to create living space for students and refugees.

3.4 Land use

Figure 21: Hotels in Kassel, red for the hotels recommended by Documenta and purple for the hotels around the location
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Figure 22: Land use map
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 Legend
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3.5 Height differences

Kassel is a city with many height differences. The highest point 
in Kassel is where the Hercules monument is located, at a 
height of 530 metres. 

The western of Kassel is higher than the east side. This is also 
the issue at the location, but at the location it is not noticeable. 
That is why in this report only the significant height differences 
will be discussed.

The former railway in the west is higher situated than the road 
next to it. There is a tunnel under the railway, which is four 
metres deep. In the west cars can cross the railway by means 
of the bridge. The bridge is at one point on the same level as 
the railway.

The road from the museum to the company Krauss-Maffei 
Wegmann is on the same level as the railway. The old barrier, 
which had to be done manually, is still there. 

In the middle of the area is a bridge. Cars can cross the area 
there. This bridge is eight metres high and has three arches. 
The southern one divided the railway and the area and defined 
an own space.

In the northeast, the surrounded dwellings are situated four 
metres lower than the location. In the corner of the eastern of 
the area, the ground is also four metres lower than the area 
itself.

4m

8m

Figure 23: The surrounded buildings are situated lower than the location

Figure 24: The bridge in the middle of the location
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Figure 25: The important height differences
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3.6.1 The Atlanta BeltLine
The Atlanta Beltline is a cycle trail over an old train rail. The rail 
is a circle through Atlanta. ‘From trails and walkways to open 
green space and parks, the Atlanta BeltLine works to connect 
people throughout the city.’ (Atlanta Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, 2017)

It is a dynamic and transformative project for Atlanta. Through 
the development of a new transit system, multi-use trails, 
greenspace, and affordable housing along a 35 kilometres loop 
of historic rail lines that encircle the urban core, the Atlanta 
BeltLine better connects the neighbourhoods, improve the 
travel and mobility and spur economic development.

To use the Atlanta Beltline as a case study, the amenities along 
the trail have been mapped. The Beltline connects parks, exhibit 
art along the trail and goes along many restaurants. 

The BeltLine is divided into five parts. In each part there is 
something else to see, but the parks and art always return in 
every part of the trail. 

3.6 Case studies

Image 7: The Atlanta Beltline map Image 8: The Atlanta Beltline

Figure 26: The amenities along the Beltline

Figure 27: The amenities along the Beltline

Figure 28: The amenities and art along the Beltline
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3.6.2 The Vennbahn Radweg
The Vennbahn was the link between the coalfields of Aachen 
and the north of Luxembourg for over a hundred years. The 
railway drew national borders, crossing and crossed frontiers 
to finally transcend them. Originally the rail had to conquer the 
landscape, nowadays  people take part in their own journeys 
to rediscover that landscape for a different purpose and see it 
through different eyes.

The Vennbahn is a cycle route of 125 kilometres long. There 
are parts where people just cycle through and parts with 
sightseeing. So, not every piece of the trail has to have an 
interesting thing to do or see, at some parts people just want to 
cycle and enjoy the route.

The length of the route is 125 kilometres, because of this, the 
Vennbahn Radweg has in both directions signage. The signage 
is a blue-yellow logo, which is characteristic for the route. At 
some interesting points, there are also information panels with 
background information. 

Image 9: The Vennbahn Radweg

Image 10: The Vennbahn Radweg

Image 11: The route through three countries
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4.1 Concept

4.1.1 City scale
On city scale, the separation between parts of Kassel is a 
problem. Transforming the former railway and adjacent area is 
the solution. This area will became the link between those parts 
of Kassel. 
The cycle trail over the rail that goes westward in a circle, that 
goes eastward to the university and goes southward to the city 

centre connects parts of Kassel. It stimulate to cycle as well, for 
commuting but also for recreational purpose. 
The transformation also connects the north part, with the 
residential area Rothenbergsiedlung and the Mercedes Benz 
factory, with the city centre and the other parts. So, the trail 
makes the different parts of Kassel less closed and more in 
communication with each other.

Figure 29: The former railway and adjacent area as a link

 Legend

Western residential areas
Northern residential areas
University of Kassel
City centre
The location
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4.1.2 Location scale
The structure of the buildings on location scale starts wide 
on the outside of the location and as they go to the middle, 
they stand closer together. The trees which are located in the 
middle of the location, are growing towards each other on both 
sides. They come together at the bridge. Those three existing 
elements together form an hourglass.

By using the existing elements on location scale, the hourglass 
form will continue to exist, and the historical and cultural identity 
also will remain.

The existing buildings from the former located companies, such 
as the Henschel & Sohn buildings, have an industrial look. So, 
by keeping this buildings, the historical identity of the location 
will be remained. 

The Henschel & Sohn company made use of pipes above the 
ground. They still exist at the location, which is an opportunity 
for remaining the industrial identity. The existing pipes will also 
be used to create the transition between the cycle trail and the 
industrial area of the museum. The pipes indicate the transition 
of the materials of the public spaces.

The most important element at the location is the former 
railway. This is the starting point of the design. 
Another important existing element at the location is the bridge 
in the middle of it. The bridge separates the location in two 
parts. On the west side of the bridge the former railway is 
still there and at the east of the bridge the railway has been 
demolished. The visible present railway will be transformed to 
the cycle trail. The east part, where the railway is demolished, is 
the starting point for the lines in the masterplan. 

The trees are the last important element at the location. They 
serve as accompanying lines for the public space around the 
bridge. 

Figure 30: The buildings

Figure 31: The trees

Figure 32: The bridge

Figure 33: All three together form a hourglass
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Layer 6: All the layers together

Layer 5: The existing trees

Layer 4: The existing pipes above the ground

Layer 3: The bridge

Layer 2: The existing buildings

Layer 1: The former railway 

Figure 34: The amenities and art along the Beltline
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4.2 The trail

The image of Kassel is applied to the trail. ‘People want to 
experience the city as they know it from ads’, as said by 
Burckhardt. The Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark and Hercules are the 
first things that appear when looking up Kassel on the internet. 
So, the trail goes along those places of interest.   

The cultural area is the point where the four directions of 
the trail meet. The circle part of the trail goes to the western 
part of Kassel. To connect to the western part of the city with 
the eastern part, the trail continues to the university. The last 
direction the trail goes from the cultural area is to the city centre 
in the south. 

The circle, the western part of the trail, is 15 kilometres long. 
Three themes, inspired by the case studies, are used for the 
first design of the trail. The first theme is restaurants because 
tourists want to be able to stop for a drink. The other two 
themes are schools and important work spaces in Kassel. 
Hereby, people can use the trail for commuting. 

For the circular part of the trail is not only made use of themes, 
but that part of the trail can also be divided into four fragments 
where each fragment has its own identity. Hereby, the cyclist 
experience different aspects of Kassel. ‘It looks typical, typical 
of each respective area’ as Lucius Burckhardt said about a trip 
through the city.

Figure 35: The cycle trail
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4.2.1 Themes

Figure 36a: Theme restaurants

Figure 36c: Theme work places

Figure 36b: Theme schools

Figure 36d: The trail
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4.2.2 Fragments

4.2.2.1 Fragment ‘Railway’
The identity of the first fragment has to do with railway. The first 
fragment starts at the former railway. People can cycle over 
the former railway, along the museum of technology. At some 
point the former railway is at the same level as the bridge. The 
trail goes from there on to the road, where the trail goes further. 
While crossing the bridge, people can see the railroad network 
of Kassel on both sides. After crossing the bridge, the trail goes 
through a park where people have the opportunity to sit and 
relax. In the last part, the trail goes along the railroad network.

Image 12: The Kassel’s railroad network

Image 13: The former railway

Figure 37: Fragment ‘railway’
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4.2.2.2 Fragment ‘Edge’
The second fragment goes along the western edge of Kassel. 
This is the part for most of the sightseeing. After cycling along 
the railroad network, the first activity is the children’s farm. The 
next one is the Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark, the place of interest 
Kassel is known for. People can take from here the tram to 
Hercules, which is on the top of the mountain.  
On the western edge of Kassel is a forest where the trail goes 
along. People have the opportunity to make a forest walk on the 
forest adventure path ‘Hessenschanze’. 

Hercules

Image 14: The Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark

Image 15: The Kassel’s railroad network Figure 38: Fragment ‘edge’
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4.2.2.3 Fragment ‘Residential’
The third fragment goes through a residential area in the 
western of Kassel. In this fragment, people experience an urban 
part of the city. The trail goes along different types of housing 
and buildings.

Figure 39: Fragment ‘residential’

Image 16: White house

Image 17: Wooden house
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4.2.2.4 Fragment ‘Water’
The fourth and last fragment goes along water and green parts. 
After the residential area, the trail follows the water the Geile. 
The path goes along meadows, parks and a playing field. There 
is also the opportunity to go to the Mercedes Benz factory. 
The water fragment ends at the same point where the railway 
fragment started: at the cultural area.

Image 18: Path along water Image 19: Trees along path Image 20: Playing field

Figure 40: Fragment ‘water’
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Picture 1: The beginning of the cycle trail, under the bridge Picture 2: The trail goes over the former railway, along the high building of the 
company Krauss-Maffei Wegmann on the left side

Picture 3: The trail goes over the former railway, along the museum in the 
former buildings of the company Henschel & Sohn on the right side

Picture 4: The trail goes over the former railway, with a lot of green space next 
to the trail on the right side

4.2.3 Picture route
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Picture 5: The trail goes over the former railway, with the 
old crossing gates at the railway crossing

Picture 6: The trail goes over the former railway, with trees 
at both sides
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Picture 7: The trail continues on the bridge, where the former railway and the 
bridge are at the same level

Picture 8: The bridge crosses the railroads

Picture 9: The park after crossed the bridge Picture 10: The trail comes along a petting zoo: Zoo am Rammelsberg
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Picture 11: The next interesting point is the Bergpark Wilhelmshöhe Picture 12: The trail goes along the edge of the forest, where people can take a 
walk at the Walderlebnispfad Hessenschanze

Picture 13: The trail goes through streets of Western Kassel Picture 14: A house along the trail
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Picture 15: A house at the corner of a street, where the trail goes to the left Picture 16: Trees along the trail

Picture 17: Cycling through the green fields Picture 18: The trail goes along a stream in the green
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Picture 19: The tunnel under the railroad for the trams Picture 20: A park next to the stream

Picture 21: The bridge that goes to the Mercedes Benz factory Picture 22: A playing field along the trail
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Picture 23: A bridge that crosses the water Picture 24: The trail next to the water

Picture 25: The green path that leads to the street Picture 26: The road where the trail goes to the cultural area: the end point
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KreisRadBahn Kassel

4.2.4 Signage

The trail is of value for Kassel. Thus a name for the trail is a need 
for publicity. A name is not only neat for publicity but also for 
the signage of the trail. Just like the Vennbahn Radweg, people 
need signage to know which way they have to go and which 
path is part of the trail. The western part of the trail is a circle, 
which is a Kreis in German. So, the first part of the name refers 
to the circle. The other part, Radbahn, is a notion they also use 
in Berlin for a cycle path. Those two words together with the 
name of the city makes the name of the trail: KreisRadBahn 
Kassel. Along the trail can be implemented panels with the 
name of the trail on it. In this way, people know which way they 
have to go to follow the KreisRadBahn Kassel. 

Another way to lead people is light and it is a tool for safety as 
well. People feel safer if they can cycle in light instead of the 
dark. There will be recognisable lamppost for the trail on the 
whole route. The identity of the historical and cultural area will 
be brought back into the design of the lampposts. Designing 
the lampposts can be an opportunity for the artists who work 
or live at the new designed cultural area to help with the 
development of the trail. 

Figure 41: Examples of lampposts
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4.3 Masterplan

The starting point for the design is the former railway. Those 
lines are the lines for the cycle trail. 

The former railway will transformed to a cycle trail, which has a 
connection with the museum. The museum gets a public space 
where people can enter the area. Between the museum and the 
bridge is an open area, this area is involved to the masterplan. 
From the bridge to the museum, the trees divide that area into 
two areas. Looking to the museum, on the left is the former 
railway as cycle trail and on the right is the open area with view 
on a museum building.

Through the hourglass form, there is an open space around the 
bridge on both sides. From these public spaces, the lines are 
visible. When looking to the east, the residential blocks within 
the public spaces are visible. 

Areas arose through the existing buildings and the lines of 
the former railway. The principle of  a Siedlung, a settlement, 
is used to define the areas. In the Rothenbergsiedlung, the 
architect Otto Haesler created residential blocks within public 
space. In this way, an interaction was created between the 
residents.

The residential blocks are situated on the edge of the location. 
The blocks are turned individual which creates open spaces 
next to the cycle trail and breaks the tight straight line. The new 
residents will be students and refugees. In the middle of the 
area the old buildings define the space. New buildings will be 
create in the alignment of the existing buildings to emphasise 
the lines of the former railway. Those new buildings are meant 
for commercial and cultural use, such as shops and studios 
for local artists. Hereby, the location will be transformed to a 
cultural area with residential blocks.

In the east corner family homes will be created. The dwellings 
are situated in an angle and are closed to create an edge and 
to emphasise the entrances of the location. 

A total of sixteen bicycle storages are located along the cycle 
trail. The two storages which are located at the museum and 
playing ground are public. People can visit those places and 
can put the bicycle away. The other 14 bicycle storages are 
for the residents, but people who cycle past it can see the 
storage and the interaction there. The private bicycle storages 
are situated next to the residential blocks. These storages also 
emphasise the line of the cycle trail.

The height of the buildings is determined by the existing 
buildings. The residential buildings are the edge of the location, 
so the buildings are higher than the existing buildings. To 
emphasise the corners, those buildings are the highest at 
the location. These are the apartments in between the family 
homes, in this way the differences in typologies will be visible. 
People from the university will see those apartments first, 
together with the hotel, which is also higher than the existing 
buildings and the residential blocks.
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Figure 42: Current situation

Figure 43: Masterplan
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4.3.1 Program
In the old buildings of the company Henschel & Sohn is now a 
museum. 

The residential buildings are located at the east of the location. 
These blocks create the edge of the area.

The bicycle storages are spread over the location. Two of them 
are at the west side, along the cycle trail. The other fourteen are 
situated next to the buildings.

One of the existing building will remain its function as a market. 
The building left to it will be transformed to a work space for 
the local artists. The new buildings, which are created in the 
alignment of the existing buildings, will get two functions in one 

building. On the corners the place can be used for shops and 
the place in between will be for the studios for local artists. 

For creating a cultural area, an exhibition space is located in 
the existing building in the south. The exhibition can involve the 
public space around it.

The block in the middle of the existing buildings is a restaurant. 
By placing it in the middle, the public space gets divided in two 
smaller parts. The restaurant can make use of both parts to 
create a space outside, such as a terrace.

To attract tourists to the location, a hotel is the best function. 
The hotel consists out two buildings, thereby involving the 
existing building next to it.

Figure 44: Program

 Legend

Residential blocks
Bicycle storages
Museum
Shops
Studios
Work space

Market
Restaurant
Exhibition space
Hotel
Kiosk
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4.4 Former railway

After the transformation, the former railway becomes an 
artwork inspired by mobility and infrastructure. Nowadays, 
it is an abandoned railway where people hang around. The 
transformation will make the former railway a place to be. 
Creating a cycle trail of one kilometre long is no value for 
Kassel. Therefore, the cycle trail goes to the west in a circle and 
comes back to the area next the former railway. To create a full 
route, the trail does not stop at the area. 

Along the cycle trail, art will be exhibited. Art and infrastructure 
reinforce each other. The art will value the former railway more.

Figure 45: Plan of the west side of the masterplan
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Rubble

Hardstone grey 
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150mm

Rubble

4.4.1 Cycle path
The former railway of the company Henschel & Sohn is 
transformed to a cycle trail. The cycle path will be placed next 
to the rails at two sides. One side to go from west to east and 
the other way to go from east to west. In this way, the rails do 
not have to be demolished and is still visible when cycling 
there. The whole cycle trail will consist of red asphalt, with the 
exception of the part at the museum and the playing ground. 
There the cyclists have to cycle over the grey stones, in this way 
it become a shared space. The rails will still be visible there, 
because of the gap between the rails and the material of the 
shared space. 

Remaining the rails means keeping the historical identity. It is 
also a way to create an opportunity to use the rails again. For 
example, it can be used for a rail-bike. 

Figure 46: Plan former railway

Figure 47a: Detail of rail with the stone of the public space Figure 47b: Detail of rail with the cycle path
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4.4.2 Museum
The museum in the old buildings of the company Henschel 
& Sohn leads to an opportunity for the transformation of the 
former railway. The museum is of value for the cycle trail. 
People have the possibility to stop here, put their bicycle in the 
bicycle storage and to visit the museum. At the museum of 
technology, they also learn something about the history of the 
location.

The area of the museum and the public space, which is 
connected with the cycle trail, both have different materials 
to show the differences between the areas. The pipes above 
the ground indicate the transition of the materials of the two 
different public spaces. To interrupt the hard transition between 
the materials, benches are placed over the boundary of the 
materials in the public spaces. 

The pipes also indicate the lawn at the museum area. People 
can sit and relax here. It is a place to picnic, a meeting point 
for people. The green space also interrupts the hard look of the 
public space.

Figure 48: Urban section of the former railway with public space and museum
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Figure 49: Plan of the former railway with public space and museum
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Figure 50: 3D image of the former railway with public space and museum
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4.4.3 Playground
To attract families and children to come to the area and to 
make use of the cycle trail, a playground is created. Excursions 
do not take place around the corner, but usually in the town 
where the families live. The city will be explored by parents and 
children together (Karsten, 2016).  

Therefore, a place is created for children. Parents can sit on 
the terrace with a drink from the kiosk and watch their children 
playing at the playground. 

For the older children, there is a lawn next to the playground. 
On the field, there are two soccer goals. There is also a piece 
of rails present in this area. The children can use this for their 
playing games.

Figure 51: Plan of the former railway with the playground
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The east part of the location is the cultural area. This is based 
on the function of the buildings but also on the residents of the 
residential blocks. The students and refugees both have their 
own culture that can be interwoven in the area. 

The residents of the residential blocks will be a combination of 
students and refugees. Refugees can learn from the students 
about the German habits and language. But the students can 
also learn from refugees, such as things about their culture. 

To get to know each other, there are public or semi-public 
spaces between the residential blocks. Every public space has 
its own function. The buildings are defining the area, the cycle 
path goes through the space.

The residential blocks consist of apartments and student 
rooms. This leads to a diversity in the typology. In the period 
of Documenta, when it will be a busy time for the hotel, empty 
rooms can also be used as hotel rooms if necessary. 

The family homes have their own private garden. Because of 
the height differences, the level of the public space goes up.

To divided the public space in the middle of the area in more 
smaller spaces, there has been made use of height differences. 
The platform can be used as a stage for music or for an art 
exhibition. When it is not in use, people can sit on it.

Trees are added to defined spaces, to make space more private 
and to emphasise lines in the design.

4.5 Cultural area

Figure 52: Plan of the east side of the masterplan
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Figure 53a: Urban section of the current situation

Figure 53b: Urban section of the cultural area
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Figure 54: Bird’s eye view of the cultural area
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4.5.1 Parking
To stimulate cycling, cars will be discouraged. Therefore, the 
location is made car-free. However, there are five parking 
spaces for residents and visitors. These parking spaces are 
situated in the corner of the cultural area. The residents have to 
walk further for their car and in this way, the cars do not have to 
drive too far in the area.

The parking standard is changed from 1.6 to 0.6 parking space 
per person. This is also to reduce the car use of the residents. 

All the parking spaces are located in a field of grass. Hereby, the 
spaces of asphalt are more friendly looking. 

Figure 55: Parking places
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4.5.2 Public spaces
The cycle path from both sides do not stop at the public space 
in the south on figure 56. The red asphalt continues a few 
metres, after which the public space become a shared space. 
Because of the continuing of the red asphalt, it is visible for the 

pedestrians that there is a cycle path. So, pedestrians will not 
cross without looking. 

Figure 56: Bird’s eye view
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Figure 57: 3D image of the public space, shops and studios
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Figure 58: 3D image of the public space with places to relax
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Figure 59: 3D image of the public space with two platforms to sport
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One of public space between the residential blocks has the 
function as urban farming. As reference is made use of the 
Value Farm. The idea is that the urban farming can be used by 
everyone. So, people can help each other to grow their own 
food.

The food for the restaurant can be harvested in the garden and 
in that way, people can see how the food was made.

Figure 60: 3D image of the public space as urban farming

Image 20: Value farm
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Figure 61: 3D image of the public space with a skatepark
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4.5.3 Typologies
The residential blocks consist of three building layers. On the 
ground floor and the first floor are apartments. The second floor 
consist of student rooms with a shared kitchen and living room. 

On the ground floor, the apartments have their own front 
door and a private garden. On the first and second floor, the 
accessibility is central and is connected with a corridor. 

Figure 62: Plans of the residential blocks
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Figure 63a: Facade of the residential blocks

Figure 63b: Facade of the residential blocks 
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Figure 64a: Public green Figure 65a: Public green

Figure 64b: Public pedestrian path Figure 65b: Private backyard

Figure 64c: Private front yard Figure 65c: Private loggia

Figure 64-65: Transition from public to private
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Noordgevel

Zuidgevel

Noordgevel

Zuidgevel

The buildings in the middle of the area have a cultural function. 
On the corners are shops situated, orange on the plan. People 
can access those via the side of the building. Between the 
shops is place for studios for local artists, the yellow blocks 

on the plan. The height of this building is the same height as 
the existing building next to it, five metres high. Because of the 
height, the studios have a lot of light, which is an advantage for 
the artists.

Figure 66: Plan of the shops and studios

Figure 67: Entrances of the shops and studios
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Noordgevel

Zuidgevel

Noordgevel

Zuidgevel

Figure 68a: Northern facade of the shops and studios

Figure 68b: Southern facade of the shops and studios
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5 Conclusion

How can the transformation of the former railway strengthen 
the image of Kassel? 

The image of Kassel consists of four different aspects. The first 
one is Kassel as an industrial city. By industrialisation, Kassel’s 
railroad network grew. Large companies in Kassel, such as 
Henschel & Sohn, built their own railway for freight transport. The 
railway of Henschel & Sohn, called the Halle Kasseler Bahn, is 
not in use anymore since 1999. Nowadays, it is an abandoned 
area in the north of Kassel. An area that needs to be transformed 
to be of value for Kassel.

The analysis showed that the former railway and the industrial 
area next to it are a separation between different parts in Kassel. 
Transforming the former railway and the adjacent area will 
create a link between those parts. To strengthen the image of 
Kassel as an industrial city, the rails and the industrial buildings 
will be remained.

The second aspect of the image of Kassel is the university town. 
Nowadays, the University of Kassel is one of Germany’s mid-sized 
universities and continues to grow. The refugee flow in 2015 has 
led to an increase of refugees in Kassel. This is the third aspect. 
The former industrial area is the perfect place to create dwellings 
for students and refugees. The area is nearby the university and 
the city centre. 

The last aspect of the image of Kassel is the culture. Kassel is a 
cultural city, among others by the art festival Documenta. The 
city has the ambition to become the European City of Culture in 
2025. The transformation of the former railway leads to a piece 
of infrastructure as an artwork itself. At the adjacent area will 
be studios for local artists and an exhibition space for the art. 
So, transforming the former railway and the adjacent area will 
strengthen the image of Kassel as a cultural city. 

The residential blocks and the buildings with cultural functions 
define together the public spaces at the area. The lines of the 

former railway are visible by how the buildings are situated. So, 
the historical identity remain with the transformation.

To strengthen the image of Kassel on the city scale, the cycle trail 
is designed. The four fragments of the trail show different kinds 
of pieces of Kassel and the four aspects of the image of Kassel. 
The trail also goes along touristic points where Kassel is known 
for, such as the Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark. 

To conclude, the transformation of the former railway can 
strengthen the image of Kassel on location scale by remaining 
the historical and cultural identity of the former railway and the 
adjacent area and on city scale, the cycle trail strengthes the 
image of Kassel.
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6 Discussion

During this graduation project, three trips to Kassel were made. 
In those trips, Kassel was observed. Although the trips were 
successful, more things could have been explored if there 
was more time. In addition, involving the residents and other 
stakeholders is necessary to make the project to a good end. 
In this project, the starting point was the image of Kassel, but 
this is not researched with opinions of residents. Therefore, the 
recommendation is to explore the residents and stakeholders 
opinions.

This project starts at the transformation of the former railway 
and the adjacent area. The cycle trail is designed to make the 
transformation successful on the city scale. However, the trail is 
only designed to the west of Kassel and with a connection to the 
city centre and the university. The future vision is to expand the 
cycle trail. The circle in the west can have more side roads to 
reach more parts of the residential areas. Expanding in the west 
means that the cycle trail needs also more expansion in the other 
parts in Kassel. Hereby, the cycle trail will ultimately connect the 
whole city. 

With the expansion of the cycle trail, the transformation of the 
former railway will stay of value for Kassel. 
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