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1 INTRODUCTION 



The arts, especially architecture, are mirrors where the moral 
and physical soul of the people who cultivated them is reflected. 

-Monteiro-

To be able to understand the development of the form, general 
type and style of "dwellings" of a given region, one has to 
consider the natural factors (geographical ones which obviously 
lead to fundamental differences) and social factors. The latter 
are of psychological and social, historical and cultural nature. 
All of these factors must be attended to to be able to determine 
the ethnical and cultural origins and relations, movements of 
diffusion and influences, to investigate social elements, the 
normal economical status, the professions, the family and society 
concept, cultural tradition as well as personal taste. 

In the case of the rural habitation, which will be discussed in 
this thesis, the type is often a result of a long evolution, it 
summarizes the experiences of generations of people . It forms 
as it were an adapted tool for the man of the country and 
transmits an understanding and realization. We can say as 
Spengler did that the rural habitat resists all forms of influences 
or we can support the persistence that this is but an illusion. 
In either hypothesis hides some truth. The Alentejana house as 
presented to us today leads us to believe it to be the result of 
a long evolution , molded in time, full of contradictions and 
anachronism, but possibly conditioned by circumstances, by ways 
in which the land was exploited , transaction of cattle and goods , 
the market where the rendements of the land were made through 
which influences of the well-learned character were transmitted 
directly leading to architectural theories and particular techniques 
of construction . 

That geographical facts lead to differences is obvious; the 
existence or lack of certain materials , climatic conditions, etc. 
determine to a large extent the characteristics of the 
architecture of a region. The first part of this thesis will 
therefore concentrate on the geography of the Alentejo. 

It is not difficult to find two regions with a similar geography 
but different cultural traditions that build their shelter for 
similar needs using similar materials but show fundamental 
differences in style and type. The remainder of the thesis covers 
the history divided into periods of time and the resulting 
dwelling form. A brief account of the social, political and 
cultural background of the people of each of the time periods 
will be given in order to be able to get a better understanding of 
life during a certain period and therfore also their way of 
"dwelling" . 
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2 GEOGRAPHY 



Geography can explain why people are distributed in the fashion 
they are, why big urban centers are created and where, the 
abundancy of villages and so forth. Roads indicated by 
geography have limited man at all times. Through the ages , 
natural barriers have been obstacles for man. The Alentejo , for 
example, has been easy to invade for it has no natural barriers 
to help defend it. The North of Portugal, on the contrary , is a 
mountaneous region , having made it a difficult region to invade. 

Taking a closer look at the geography of a region can therefore 
give a better insight into the history of its people and their 
ways including their way of dwelling. It is for this reason that 
a brief summary of this geography of the Alentejo will be given. 
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2. 1 SITUATION 

The Iberian Peninsula is situated on the far southwest of the 
continent Europe . The Pyrenees seperate the peninsula from the 
rest of Europe. As a result, the peninsula functions as a 
continent of it's own. The peninsula is divided into two 
countries; Spain and Portugal. The latter is a strip of land along 
the Atlantic coast. Alentejo is located in the south of Portugal. 

Alentejo is the name I have given to the area bordered by: 
i) the Tagus River in the north, 
ii) the Serra Marmede and the Guardiana River in the east, 
iii) the Serra Malhao and the Serra de Monchique in the south 
iv) the Sado River in the west. 

To avoid any misunderstanding, the region described above does 
not correspond to the province Alentejo. 
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2.2 ELEVATION 

After the Alpine countries, the Iberian Peninsula follows in 
degree of hilliness in Western Europe. The average altitude of 
the interior is some 600 meters above sea level. The peninsula 
consists of an ancient block known as the Meseta that was 
folded in Hercynian times and fractured later by Tertiary 
movements to form 3 main plateaus: 

i) the north-western (the highest), 
ii) the north-eastern 
iii) the south-western. 

Seven tenths of the Portugese territory is part of this ancient 
Meseta. 

There 
i) 

are 3 types of elevation to be found in Portugal: 
40% of the total area consists of hard slates, schists and 

granites, that form an essential feature of Northern 
Portugal. This type is known as the "transmontane" 
elevation. 

ii) Mesozoic limestones and sandstones are folded into the 
rolling and hilling relief of Estremadura , part of Ribatejo 
and the Beiras. This is referred to as the "Beirense" 
elevation. 

iii) Southern Portugal represents a stable ancient block that 
gently lowers towards the sea. The tertiary surfaces of 
the south-western Meseta continue across the schistose 
and granite zones of Alentejo. This last type goes by 
the name "transtagne" elevation. 

fig 2.2 The plateaus of the Iberian Peninsula 
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2.3 LITHOLOGY 

fig, 2.3 Lithological map of Portugal 
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2.4 CLIMATE 

The Iberian Peninsula, due to its location in between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, has a climate of its 
own. In general the summers are said to be Mediterranean and 
the winters Oceanic. If looking closer, however, we can see that 
Portugal alone has a diversity of climates. Altitude, latitude, 
proximity to the sea, dispositions of elevations and wind regime 
help influence the climate. The altitude and the latitude 
influence mostly the temperature. Proximity to the sea minimizes 
the thermal amplitude. Winds from the sea, usually with a 
southwest or northwest direction . This all results in 3 main 
climatic zones. 

i) North of the Tagus River 
a) along the coast there is a temperate marine climate 
influenced by the Atlantic. The winters are mild 
with abundant rainfall. 
b) the inland is less influenced by the Atlantic 
resulting in longer and colder winters and shorter 
and hotter summers . In general there is also less 
rainfall. 

ii) South of the Tagus River 
a) along the coast there is a Mediterranean climate. 
b) inland the summers are drier and hotter and the 
winters colder. 

iii) Southern Coast 
being close to the African Continent this area has a 
more African climate than European. Little rainfall 
with upto 6 months of drought per year. 

In short it can generally be said that Portugal has a favourable 
climate excluding the South. The hot and dry plateaus of the 
Alentejo are disagreeable. 

1 1 
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JANUARY AUGUST 
fig . 2.4 The temperatures in .January and August 
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flg , 2.ll the amount of rainfall in Portugal 
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3 PALEOLITHIC 
600.000-10.000 B.C. 



3.1 HISTORY 

Man from the very beginning of his existence has always needed 
shelter of some sort. If not to defend himself against the 
climate he has needed a point of orientation. If looking at an 
architectural evolution of dwellings one must, therefore, start at 
the very beginning of man's existence. This, however is 
impossible to point out or even approximate. 

If we look at the history of the world we find that it can be 
divided into four eras: 

i) Primary Era (known as the fish era) 
ii) Secondary Era (known as the reptile era) 
iii) Tertiary Era (existence of man is debatable1) 

iv) Quarternary Era (existence of man is unmistakable) 

The last of the eras, the .Quarternary Era, in turn can be 
subdivided into the following: 

I Glacier Period (Gunz) 
II Glacier Period (Hindel) 
Ill Glacier Period (Riss) 
IV Glacier Period (Worm) 

The first three glacier periods correspond to the Inferior 
Paleolithic. Remains of the oldest cultures belong to this 
period. The first human beings are considered to have been 
herbivorous. They sought refuge in trees. The only utensils 
they used were what nature offered them, principally wood and 
stone. It is believed that during the first stages of the 
Paleolithic man lived in small groups the size of families or a bit 
more. The groups were principally guided by the rivers (little 
is known about the course of the rivers then) and coast, avoiding 
mountaneous areas and forests, thus cutting off the Iberian 
Peninsula from the rest of Europe2 • 

The preference for locations along waterways was not solely due 
to fact that water was easy to attain but these areas were often 
more abundant in wild fruits and roots which made up the diet of 
early man. If an area was found abundant in food and with 
"easy" shelter, they would remain for a longer period of time. 
Shelter could be a cave or a simple construction made of 
branches. 

1 For further information on when man first appeared on the 

Peninsula consult: 

P. Bosch Gimpera, la Formacion de los Pueblos 

J. Martinez Santa-Olalla, Esquema Paletnologio de la 

Peninsula Hispanica 

l. Pericot Garcia, la Espa!ia Primitive 

M. Almagro, Origem y Formacion del Pueblo 

Hispanica 

J, Maluguer de Hortes, la Humidad Prehistorica. 

2 Deveau, "Evolucao do ambiente geografico de Portugal ao lougo 

dos tempos pro'.!-hist6ricos." in Espaco e Tempo. 
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It is not known when fire was introduced but when it did appear 
it marked a gigantic step forward on the road to civilization. 

Later man turned omnivorous, first killing small animals and as 
the tecniques improved, larger ones. Hunting not only offered 
food but also skins and bones from which utensils could be made. 
The use of bone is first recorded at a time when the climate 
coldened and man escaped to mountaneous areas where natural 
shelter was more abundant. The corresponding cultures are 
known as the Acheulense and Musteriense. 

The men went out hunting while the women looked after the 
children, prepared the food and searched and cultivated edible 
plants3 . Most authors believe that these people were nomadic 
but it is very possible that they remained in one area if it 
proved to be favourable. Vilas Ruivas in Rodao is a site dating 
back to the Paleolithic which seems to have been a settlement of 
a more permanent nature. 

As man evolved , he started to project what he thought. 
Etchings, paintings and sculptures entered history. Man started 
showing he cared for the dead, resulting in the Megalithic 
culture. This marked the beginning of a new period known as 
the Superior Paleolithic, corresponding to the last of the glacier 
periods. Around this time hunters and animal culture began in 
caves. An example of this is the Escoural Cave in the Alentejo , 
dated 1 7 .000-13.000 b.c .. 

During the Mesolithic , the transition period from the Paleolithic 
to the Neolithic, as the climate in general warmed up tribes 
started to establish themselves in the open air for most of the 
year and self-made shelter during the colder season4 • The 
utensils used by man at this time were similar to the ones used 
during the Superior Paleolithic but were smaller in size known as 
microliths. 

When man started dominating the scenary, a new era started. A 
form of revolution , known as the Neolithic. It was the beginning 
of a variety of cultures, unlike the Paleolithic where a 
uniformity of cultures existed. It was at this point in time that 
the Iberian Peninsula lost its uniformity and unity. 

3 J. Leite de Vasconcelos, "Pr6-hlst6rla e orlgem de Beja." in 

Arqu!vo de Beja vol. XVIII. 

4 Santos, Pr6-hist6ria de Portugal. 
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3.2 ARCHITECTURE 

The few Paleolithic sites known in the Alentejo (see fig. 3. 1) lead 
us to believe that the Alentejo was far less populated than the 
rest of Europe during the same time. Of the sites that have 
been found and of the studies that have been made of early man 
two types of dwellings can be seen. They have been categorized 
as follows: 

1 ) natural shelter 
2) self made shelter. 

Also of this period is the Megalithic culture. Although this 
type of construction does not belong under the heading "domestic 
architecture", it is helpful to discuss it in order to get a better 
understanding. In the following sections these three different 
forms of building and dwelling will be discussed. 

3.2.1 NATURAL SHELTER 

At the beginning of man's existence, man's shelter probably 
differed little to that of animals. Natural shelter if it existed 
was always used, although most of the Paleolithic sites have been 
found outside natura: shelter. We can, however, say that cave 
dwelling or trogloditism is the most primitive form of dwelling. 

With natural shelter I am referring to: 
a) caverns (sub-terranean cavities) 
b) caves (cavities with one side open to the exterior) 
c) den/ledge (shallow cavities). 

Man preferred caves facing south or east, using the entrance 
area for living and rarely using the interior. However,if the 
interior was used it functioned as a butchering area or for the 
storing of food etc. In the living area there was always a 
fireplace. Good visibility of the fire was essential. The fire was 
always alight, if not to cook and warm people, as a means to 
scare off animals. The fireplace was located such that the smoke 
could be carried away by a natural current of air. The fireplace 
was situated on gravel or carved out of layers of clay that had 
been smoothed by hand and had then been baked in the fire 
itself. They sometimes even had ovens for cooking, constituting 
of a support made of flat lajas and plaques of gres which were 
surrounded by a foundation of stones. 

When the climate warmed during the Mesolithic, man no longer 
used caves for domestic purposes. The cave evolved into a place 
of worship and instead was used for funerary and religious 
purposes. A similar evolution took place in the Escoural cave. 

Escoural cave 
The Escoural cave (see fig. 3.2) was probably first used as a 
"home" but we cannot be sure; it is momentarily being 
investigated by the Institute of Archaeology of Evora. Paintings 
and gravures (see fig. 3.3) lead to the assumption that the cave 
was used as a sanctuary during the Superior Paleolithic. 
Ceramics, bones and lithics (see fig. 3.4) show that it functioned 
as a necropole during the Neolithic. Later, during a certain 
period between the Neolithic and Chalcolithic, the sacred interior 
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emerged to the exterior (which most certainly had to do with the 
religion). 

\ 
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\ 

fig .3.1 Paleolithic sites in Southern Port.ugal 
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flg. 3.2 Ground plan of the Escoural cave 

During the time the cave was not used as a home, the users of 
the cave lived above it on the hill using it only as temporary 
refuge in times of danger. 

flg . a.3 Cuttings of two heads of bourses on the wall in the 

Escoural cave 

19 



fig 3.4 Archaeological finds of the Escoural cave 

3.2.2 SELF-MADE SHELTER 

The first man-made shelters date back to the Paleolithic. The 
shelters can be subdivided into the following groups: 

1 ) plant material 
2) stone 
3) animal skins 

3.2.2.1 PLANT MATERIAL 

The shelters made of solely plant material can be considered to 
be the most primitive. Little can be said, however, of the actual 
forms as none exist any longer. It is thought that they must 
have been similar to those in use today. These shelters can be 
divided into two catacories: 

1) immobile shelters 
2) mobile shelters. 

20 



immobile shelters 
An example of this first type is a hut located on the grounds of 
the Herdade de Antas in Povoa de Soa Miguel near Moura. The 
hut is a spacious one subdivided into compartments. 

Hg. 3.~ 

A= hole in the grouud used as a fireplace (60cm deep and 120-

l~Ocm wide) 

mobile shelters 
The ones of this group are basically those used by shepherds. 
The most common are the: 

a) estreia 
b) cho<;:o/cabana 
c) more complex forms 

Estreia 
The estreia is typical of the Alentejo. It is used by shepherds to 
sleep and/or cook, protecting them from the cold, wind and rain. 

fig. 3.6 Two forms of estreias 

The two are sometimes used in combination . The first used as 
kitchen and entrance area and the second for sleeping. 
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8hocro/Cuasbaunsad by ttie1 'h H 1e shepherds can take on the following forms: 

fig . 3. 7 A choco and a cabana 

More complex forms 
An example of this type can be: 

( ____ J 
/ 

- d 1 }J 
fig. 3.9 

3.2.2.2 STONE 

Another primitive form of shelter found in the Alentejo is the 
Malhao. It dates back to the time of the cave dwellers for they 
have been found right outside caves dating to the Paleolithic. 
A malhao does not have a roof; it is merely a shelter against 
the sun and the wind . Malhoes can be found in later periods 
scattered around the landscape to protect shepherds. 

fig. 3.8 A malhao 
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3.2.2.3 ANIMAL SKINS 

A third type of material used by Paleolithic man is the skins of 
animals. The structures using this type of material are unknown 
and skins are no longer used as building material today. We can 
but guess what the structures must have looked like. They could 
have been either of the following types: 

a) skins covering a wooden frame or 
b) skins held up at the center held by a wooden pole and held 
down at the edges by stones. 

An example of a Paleolithic site were the use of animal skins 
could have been possible is Vila de Ruiva near Rodao (see fig. 
3.11 ). 

3.2.3 MEGALITHIC CULTURE 

As early as the period of the cave dwellers it is thought that 
man honoured the dead due to the elements found near skeletons. 
At the end of the Paleolithic the honour of the dead had 
envolved into huge monuments. This marking the beginning of a 
culture known as the Megalithic culture. 

There are two Megalithic cultures, the Portugese and the 
Scandanavian, from which the European cultures evolved. These 
are the oldest forms of dolmen architecture. Dolmens are 
structures made of large oblong stones placed in a circle with 
one serving as a roof. The more evolved types have a corridor 
also made of similar shaped stones leading to the circular room 
(see fig. 3. 1 2). 

Also belonging to the Megalithic culture are stone formations 
such as: 

i) the menhire: a simple block placed upright usually with 
an eliptical cross-section. These structures usually were 
constructed for memorial purposes (see fig 3. 1 3). 

ii) alinements/cromlechs: a row of menhires, often placed in 
a rectangular shape with one large one 
placed in the center. These structures were 
usually conference centers (see fig. 3. 14). 

Most frequently it is thought that dolmens were constructed in 
honour of the dead though theories do exist that they could have 
served as a form of shelter. The example found near Nossa 
Senhora de Torega, a group of dolmens placed close together, 
would nearly lead us to believe this true. Similarly menhires and 
comlechs are sometimes said to have been erected in honour of 
the dead. All is hypothetical. 
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fig. 3.11 The remains of the site of VUa Ruiva in Rodao and au 

illustration of what it could have beeu 

24 

0 



fig. 3.12 The dolmen of comenda 

fig. 3.13 The cromlech of Xarez, probably the site of family rites 
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fig. 3.14 Etchings on a stone of a cromlecb 
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4 NEOLITHIC 
5,000-2,000 B.C. 



4.1 HISTORY 

The Neolithic civilization originates from Mesopotamia and from 
there spread throughout all of Europe. It is understandable that 
the Iberian Peninsula experienced the change later than the rest 
of Europe. It is a change, a revolution of customs and 
mentality. The gradual and profound change obligated man to 
substitute his habits from movement and the uncertainty and 
danger of hunting for a calmer day of land labour. 

The actual date that marked the beginning of the Neolithic in 
Portugal is disputable. From paintings we can gather that man 
already tried to domesticate animals and cultivate land as early 
as the Mesolithic. The first agricultural estalblishments (first 
farms) date to 5,000 b.c. and are situated along rivers, but none 
in the Alentejo. The actual overall change of lifestyle, when the 
scenary became dominated by man, when he longer was just 
hunter and fisherman but also farmer and pastor, the Neolithic, 
happened between 800-350 b.c .. 

Not only did man start to domesticate animals and plants, the 
pebble and bone industry evolved rapidly. It was a time which 
gave birth to a tremendous ceramic culture, a great perfection 
was aquired with defined forms and characteristics and original 
decorations. Man started weaving, using the milk of animals. 
The first mines were established as a result of searches for silex. 
The first use of an util metal is recorded. New copper 
techniques arrived from Asia via Egypt. Silver and gold were 
also used but in relatively small portions. 

Commuting became a way of life, man built roads. As man 
became more attached to his land he needed more permanent 
shelter. Shelters arose in small groups and formed villages. 
The locations of these settlements depended on several factors: 

i) topography (for reasons of defence) 
ii) roads (supplies and commerce) 
iii) water (the Neolithic man always chose areas abundant in 

water) 
iv) granite zones or along rivers rich in flints. 
v) silex 
vi) materials for industry 

The villages often were fortified because of the need to defend 
one's property. These villages can, keeping this in mind, be seen 
as the forerunners of the castro culture. A lifestyle that is to 
be the most common until the arrival of the Romans. 

The Megalithic culture which had appeared during the Paleolithic 
reached a peak during the Neolithic. It is then more than ever 
that man showed he cares for the dead. The resulting 
monuments were often placed on plains in between elevated 
fortified towns for defensory reasons. 
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The changes, the different forms of landuse that appear during 
the Neolithic, in short are the following: 

1) communication (roads for commuting and commerce) 
2) cave use (natural and artificial caves are 

generally used as mortuaries seldom as shelter) 
3) habitation (elevated and/or fortified villages, 

country habitats:first farms) 
4) megaliths (grave stones and public comemorative 

monuments) 
5) manufacture (lithic, ceramic and textile 

industry) 
6) artistic manufacture (decoration and ceramic 

painting and etsing) 
7) mineral extraction (flint mines) 
8) industry (working areas for the fabrication of 

tools) 
9) exploitation of vegetation and animals (cultures 

and pastorization) 

The revolution, the transition seems to be well established by 
the time the Metal Ages begin. The first of these, the 
Chalcolithic or Copper Age, knew several Neolithic villages in 
the Alentejo. They are proof of a gigantic step forward taken 
by man. 
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4.2 ARCHITECTURE 

The number of Neolithic sites that have been found are even 
fewer in number than those found dating to the Paleolithic. 
Alentejo must have been very scarsely populated during the 
Neolithic. This was obviously a result of the climate; the long 
droughts in the summer were unfavourable without rivers closeby 
and techniques to irrigate the land. 

The architecture of the Neolithic will be divided into three main 
sections. The first section will deal with the urbanization, the 
second will concentrate on the house as it appeared during the 
Neolithic while the third will go into a type of structure that 
evolved from the Megalithic culture. 

4.2.1 URBANIZATION 

As we have seen, man started to settle down during the 
Neolithic giving birth to villages and farms. These could have 
been fortified or not but we can conclude from the existing 
archaeological remains that the choice of location knew a 
considerable degree of selectivity as far as natural defence was 
concerned. The quality and extent of fertile grounds and access 
to water were also important factors. Settlements whose 
locations did not show the same degree of selectivity to the 
factors named above, based their choice of location on 
alternative means of survival such as for example a coppermine. 

The settlements can be subdived into three groups according to 
their size: 

1) large agricultural settlements 
1 000-1 500 inhabitants on 50-1 00 hectares 

2) medium-sized agricultural settlements 
1 50-350 inhabitants on 1 -5 hectares 

' 3) small agricultural settlements. 
30-50 inhabitants on less than 1 hectare 

Each of the types will be discussed with the help of an example. 

Large Agricultural Settlements 
Ferreira do Alentejo is an example of a large settlement 
measuring around 50 ha.. From studies made this would mean 
that we are dealing with a human aggregation of 1 000-1 500 
inhabitants. The extent of the land used for cultivation is not 
yet established. We seem to be dealing with a site used solely 
during the Chalcolithic showing two phases in its development; 
pre-campaniform{?2300-21 00 b.c. ?) and campaniform {?2100-1900 
b.c.?). The closest parrallel in the Alentejo of the settlement in 
the first phase is that of Monte de Tumba. The only other sites 
with rests of campaniform ceramics in Portugal are those of 
Pamela and Aljustrel {Mina dos Algarve). 

The settlement Ferreira do Alentejo seems to have known a 
ranked society as the size and build of the houses are varied. 
We are probably dealing with the concept chiefdom. The land 
was irrigated and the methods used lead us to beleive that the 
village was technically relatively advanced. 
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Medium-sized Agricultural Settlements 
Cabe90 da Mina is a settlement a lot smaller than the previous 
mentioned one measuring only around three hectares in size. The 
site is well elevated from its surroundings by no less than 50 
meters which must have offered the inhabitants excellent means 
of natural defence. Surrounding the settlement lie fertile 
grounds extending some 3 kilometers outwards. Near the site 
there is a coppermine that was exploited by the inhabitants of 
the settlement. 

Small Agricultural Settlements 
In Torrao do Alentejo we find the remains of a chalcolithic 
settlement named Monte de Tumba. Although it is small in size 
it is fortified. It seems that the people not only chose a 
forepeak that guaranteed the people good means of natural 
defence they also built works of defence to help defend 
themselves. The works consist of a wall with various 
semicircular bastions (see fig. 4. 1) and a tower facing north
west overlooking the river which must have been their weakest. 
The lands surrounding the site are fertile and limited by 
waterways in the north and west. 

fig. 4.1 A semicircular bastion of Monte de Tumba 
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4.2.2 NEOLITHIC HOUSES 

circular plan 
The shelters with the circular floorplan evolved from a wooden 
framework placed directly on the ground to a stone wall on 
which a framework was placed. During the first few stages a 
little hole 50cm. wide and 20-30cm. deep located in the center of 
a framework hut, served as a fireplace. As time progressed the 
total area under the hut was escavated to give the framework 
more height. The next step was to build a cilindrical wall on 
which the framework was placed. Until this stage the materials 
used had all been of plants. It is not until the Mesolithic that 
the cilindrical wall was replaced by a stone one . The resulting 
type was to last throughout the whole of the Neolithic . 

The construction of the circular house did not have great 
opportunity to evolve in the fashion that was necessary to adapt 
to superior agricultural forms of life. It only continued on to 
exist in more primitive areas or otherwise in combination with 
rectangular constructions, as can be seen in the Castro culture. 

The dwellings with circular plan made of stone and plant 
material were the most common type of dwelling in the Alentejo 
during the Neolithic right up until the arrival of the Romans. 
This type of house can still be found in the more primitive areas 
today. Aldeia dos Cabec;:udos near Marvao is a village where this 
type of house was very common until very recently. Some of the 
houses were used as living room and kitchen for the family. 
Since there was no exit for the smoke, the interior was totally 
black. The others served as a bedroom. If a couple had children 
a simple curtain was used to seperate the hut into two sleeping 
areas (see fig. 4.2). Nowadays few of these houses exist; the 
village has modernized and most of the houses have been 
abandoned. 
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fig. 4.2 one of the houses of Aldela dos cabecudos near Marvao 
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rectangular plan 
The rectangular constructions were very rare until the arrival of 
the Romans. Even in the castreja culture few have been found. 
However, this type did exist during the Neolithic. Similar 
constructions can still be found in the Alentejo today (see fig. 
4.3). 

fig. 4.3 A house with rectangular plan 

first "'farmu 
Remains of an agricultural establishment, very much like a villa, 
can be found near Serpa. The establishment consists of a 
rectangular structure of approximately 30 meters by 8 meters 
with several subdivisions. It is not located on the most elevated 
spot which is unusual, but it is situated in such a manner that it 
overlooks the land around that must have been used for 
cultivation. Establishments such as this one were most probably 
meant for one family. They could be said to be the first farms 
of the Alentejo, a way of life that was rare before the arrival of 
the Romans. 
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4.2.3 THOLOS 

Tholos appear in Portugal during the Chalcolithic. These 
structures are influenced by the Megalithic culture. Close to 
them gold, silver and copper objects have been found, implying 
that the people who constructed them were probably searchers 
of minerals. 

A tholo consists of a room, circular in shape, covered by a dome 
like roof. The totality is made of stones or bricks placed 
directly on the ground. This type of structure finds its origin in 
Cyprus. In total 14 tholes have been found in the Alentejo. 
Those found in the lower part of the Alentejo are generally small 
in size; the largest measuring only 3 meters in diameter. In the 
upper part, in comparison, the largest found measured 6 meters 
in in diameter. 
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5 CELTS 



5.1 HISTORY 

As the Neolithic comes to an end the Peninsula is invaded by a 
number of people. The exact distribution remains a topic of 
debate resulting in numerous interpretations. I shall not go into 
this, I will take the most common standpoint and assume that the 
Alentejo was invaded by: 

i) Celts, a collective name for various small tribes with celtic 
blood. Four different kinds have been distinguished in 
the Alentejo (in comparison to 75 in the North). These 
tribes started to invade the Peninsula around 1000 b.c., 
arriving in Portugal around a hundred years later. 

ii) Lusitanos, they arrived around 600 b.c.. Most of them 
settled between the Tagus and the Duoro and only a few 
settled in the Alentejo . 

iii) Turdulos, smallest in number, settled around 500 b.c .. 
A mixture of Celts, Lusitanos and Turdulos occupied the 
land of Alentejo until the arrival of the Romans. Celtics 
being biggest in number were probably the most 
influentious. 

The Celts were the importers of what is known as the Hallstation 
culture which corresponds to the first of the Iron Ages in 
Central Europe. This period was characterized by the transition 
of bronze to iron, by the appearance of th siderurgy industry and 
by the frequent practise of incernation. This culture was more 
advanced than the existing cultures on the Peninsula. It gave 
birth to a number of regional cultures which will last until the 
arrival of tha Romans. 

The Alentjo was part of Lusitania whose boundaries varied in 
time. The Celts occupying it were a relatively agressive people 
involved in many battles resulting in a constant change of the 
boundaries. Lusitania in celtic means "land of the warriors" and 
consisted of three areas: 

i) Cyneticum (the Algarve) 
ii) Mesopotamia (area between the Guardiana and the Tejo) 
iii) Primitive Lusitania (area above the Tejo to north of Galiza) 

The most important town in celtic Mesopotamia was Coristorgis. 
It remains debatable which town this is, many believe it to have 
been Beja. 

They brought along a more stable political, military, social and 
juridical organization. They imposed their language on the 
invaded. Their social system consisted of a cum (or dan) being 
no more than a group of blood related families ruled by a chief 
with absolute authority. The vest-cum was the town of the cum. 
Each vest-cum functioned as a state of its own. 

Lusitania under celtic domination had a semi-nomadic charater, 
the people were mainly cattle-breeding folk, pastors without a 
limited area. They had a primitive cereal culture. The 
occupation of the land is collective, never individual; the tribal 
community turned into a rural community. 
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5.2 CASTRO CULTURE 

Castros are villages consisting of circular and rectangular houses 
enclosed by one or more defensive walls. A lot of the castros 
found have the different shaped houses muddled up making it 
difficult to distinguish the different cronological steps of its 
development. It is even debatable who introduced the Castro 
culture. 

Mario Cardozo claims that the celtic people made rectangular 
houses and that the circular houses that appear in Iberian 
castros are but an adaptation. Jorge Dias , on the other hand , 
believes that the circular house is pre-celtic as well as celtic. 
And there are yet others stand by the viewpoint that the circular 
house was introduced by the Celts. I, as a result, have 
formulated an own viewpoint on the development of the Castro 
culture which is as follows: 

i} inicial period: castros of the simplest form , the houses 
are all circular 

ii} medium period : castros are more evolved , specialized 
contructions such as ovens and windmills appear 

iii) final period: castros reach majurity, rectangular shaped 
houses are introduced by the Romans. 

The Castros in the Alentejo correspond to the final period. 
Most of the houses are rectangular. That few castros exist of 
earlier periods can be explained by the fact that the celts had 
no need to defend themselves in the Alentejo, under the Tejo 
territorial organization of large areas dominated while in the 
North each clan-castro had their own law. It is only when the 
Romans arrive that there is a need to fortify their towns. 

One of the characteristics of the Celts was that they preferred 
to found new towns instead of using already existing towns. 
The situation of the castros depended on several factors : 

i) topography 
ii} visibility 
iii) abundance of water 
iv} fertility of land 

The Celts preferred well elevated sites, these not only provided 
natural defence they also offered a better view. The 
fortifications consisted of one or more walls surrounding the 
village. A wall was usually formed by two walls made of cut or 
uncut blocks, if the area lacked stone taipa or beated earth was 
used. The area in between the walls was filled with soil and 
rocks. The construction resulted in a massive wall with a width 
of some 2 meters. Their height is not know but is guessed to 
have been around the 5 meters high. 

The houses of the castro are known as castreja houses. A few 
houses were grouped together around a communal patio; the 
society was not so primitive although the civilization was very 
elementary. The houses were generally small with a diameter of 
about 4 meters. The walls of the houses were 40-60 cm. thick 
and were of made of stones piled either dry or with mortar of 
soil and clay. The level of the interior was seldom lower than 
the exterior. The ground around the houses was often 
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fig. ?1.1 The distribution of sites of the Iron Age 
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inclinated away from them and sometimes even having didges and 
drainage so as to keep the water from running into the houses. 

It is thought that the walls of the houses were low and the 
roofs high. The roofs were probably made of either straw or 
"giesta". Pieces of roman tegulaehave also been found among 
the remains of the ruins of castros. !suspect they were 
introduced along with the rectangular houses and were used for 
these as they have been found near them. 

The castreja house seems to have been a shelter without 
windows, only a door. Ruins of castros with sufficient wall 
height should otherwise have been able to indicate where 
windows had there been any would have been . We cannot be 
certain of the existence or not of windows remains a mistery. 
It is thought, however, that the rectangular houses did have 
other openings other than the door. 

Often the castreja house is surrounded by smaller, inferior 
constructions which seem to have been related to them. They 
are irregular in size and have circular and rectangular plans. 

Man and animals lived under one roof. They were probably 
seperated by a dividing wall. Man slept on the floor or a bed 
of hay or some other similar material. The fireplace was either 
located in the middle or on the side, rarely any where else , 
placed directly on the floor or on bricks. 

The Celts did cultivate the land but the keeping of goats, 
swines, cows and horses was their main activity. The animal 
pen, therefore, was one of the fundamental elements of the 
castro. 

There are quite a few examples of castros in the Alentejo; 
Castro de Pavia, Castro de Vidais, Castelo do Giraldo, Castro de 
Nossa Senhora de Cola and many more. 

5.2.1 CASTELO DE GIRALDO 
It is thought that the first inhabitants of Castelo do Giraldo 
inicially lived in an open settlement, that is to say without walls. 
It was subsequently fortified to defend the inhabitants, not 
against wild animals but against other folks (fig. 5.2). 

The construction of the walls are made of blocks of granite, big 
in size. The surfaces are smooth, the edges straight and they 
are piled up one on the other without the need of a mortar to 
regulate the construction. 

Although the ceramics found are purely Neolithic, the people of 
Castelo de Giraldo do not appear to have been very primitive. 
They already knew several industries among them spinning and 
weaving. Besides the cultivating of the land they also kept 
animals. 
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fig. !5.2 The ground plan of Castelo de Giraldo 
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5.2.2 CASTRO DE NOSSA SENHORA DE COLA 
The site lies 70 meters above the nearby river, the Mira. The 
location offers excellent means of natural defence. The area 
around the castro consists of good hunting grounds but is less 
favourable for cultivating. The main part of the fortification, 
which can be called the castro, is circumscribed by a bulwark 
whose perimeter is approximately 330 meters. The shape of the 
castro is nearly rectangular. Although the castro is of celtic, 
arab remains have also been found. 

Along all the small rivers leading to the Terges and Odemira 
(Mira) one can find remains of castros. The number found lead 
us to believe that this area was relatively densely populated . 
The remains testify contact with Phoenicians, Punics , Greeks and 
Romans . Also interesting is the fact that this area was very 
superficially romanized, which makes it unique in the Alentejo . 
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6 ROMANS 



6.1 HISTORY 

At the end of the third century b.c. roman troups arrived on the 
Iberian Peninsula. The conquest of the west and north was not 
completed till the reign of Augustus more than 200 years later. 
Only in 1 9 b.c. was the last bit of resistence elimanated from 
the Peninsula. The lack of unity among the people of the 
Alentejo was the reason for its actual fall. 

There was one distinct difference between the reign of the 
Romans in comparison with earlier ones. Those did not penetrate 
profoundly into the interior, they were commercial rather than 
political. The roman reign had advantages for the invaded. They 
iniciated the Charter for and at first administrated by 
themselves. The Iberians benefitted by the resulting law and 
order. Eventually by intermarrige, native stock could achieve 
status and roman citizenship through office holding. 

Romanization brought along new forms of living, techniques, 
artistic realization etc. This process did not evolve to the same 
extent everywhere on the Peninsula. The Central and North of 
Portugal were much more difficult to penetrate than the South. 
A lot of romans immigrated to the Peninsula but the change of 
life was not so profound that certain local characteristics were 
totally removed. 

The changes brought about by the Charter can be subdivided into 
the following five sections: 
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i) state iniciative 
Subdivision of land. The· Romans usually divided the land 
into centuries, however, there is no evidence that this 
system was applied in the Alentejo. The land does seem 
to have been divided. 
Improvement of the road network. 
Introduction of an offical language. 

ii) new juridical organization 
Introduction of a systems to protect the owners of land. 

iii) new techniques 
Introduction of more effective and efficient tools, 
hydraulic works for irrigating and fertilizing less 
productive land such as dams, wells, galleries and 
aquaducts and new cultivation species. 

iv) capital 
Introduction of a new form of rural life, the villa, 
which before the Romans was either unheard of or 
existed in very small numbers. 

v) markets 
Intensification of interior and exterior commerce. 



6.2 URBANIZATION 

The Romans entered the Alentejo at a time when the majority of 
the population were still conducting primitive forms of living; I 
am referring to the nomadic and celtic way of life. The romans 
were far more advanced. They had to indroduce a completely 
new way of life. 

Under roman rule the Alentejo alone was divided into 8 civitae: 
Myritulus, Pax lulia, Arucci, Ebora, Ammaia, Aritum, Vetus, 
Mirobrigo and Salacia. A civita was a center of administative 
circumscriptions, having the size of approximately a district 
today. Each civita had a capital, although other important 
centers could exist within the same civita. 

A network of roads was made; the existing ones were substituted 
for roads made of grand and sturdy materials and others were 
made where necessary (fig. 6. 1 ). As a result many bridges were 
constructed (fig. 6.2). Of the ones known on the Peninsula we 
can conclude that they were more numerous than in other areas 
of the Roman Empire, most of which can be found in the 
Alentejo. 

Several of the urban nuclei that were situated on favourable 
locations were renovated others were founded where none 
existed. The towns were suplied with water, resulting in the 
construction of many aquaducts. The town centers were 
supplied with several public buildings, the most important one 
being the forum; a religious, administative and commercial center 
(fig. 6.3). The romans were social people who enjoyed 
entertainment resulting in buildings accomadating drama 
spectacles, gladiators etc.. Although few remains of therms have 
been found on the Peninsula, it is said that there must have been 
quite a few. There is enough evidence, however, to be able to 
say that they must have been grand on the peninsula. 

fig. 6.1 The road network in the south of Portugal 
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fig. 6.2 A roman bridge 

fig . 6 .3 The temple in Evora 
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Urban Residence 
The most ancient form of urban residence for the rich Romans 
was the atrium type (with a central courtyard). The different 
divisions were distributed around a central space, the atrium. 
The atrium was partly covered by a roof on all four sides 
converging to the interior letting air and light through the 
opening, the compluvium. In the center a shallow pool. the 
impluviLKn, was to be found to collect rain water. This type, 
characteristical of the civil architecture of the Republican era, 
gave way to the residence with a peristyle. The peristyle was 
usually a more ample central area consisting of a garden 
surrounded by porticos on three or four sides. 

The homes were usually modest. The Romans appreciated their 
privacy, wanting little contact with the outside world, resulting 
in just a few windows facing the street. The houses sometimes 
had niches for storing food, wood or water, very similar to the 
ones found today in better residences in villages of the Alentejo. 

On the top of the house the servants' quarters, the despensary, 
the kitchen and a garden were located. Therms were usually 
only found in homes of the very rich as they were costly. 

Outside the towns, settlements grew where agriculturally 
convinient. These settlements were known as vici and had no 
public buildings. Their market was in the forum of the nearest 
town. There are few remains left of vici or atleast very few 
have been escavated making a closer analyse impossible. 

A third form of roman urbanization was the villa and latifundium. 
These were farms and as such are of most interest to us. 

6.3 VILLA 

6.3.1 DEFINITION OF A VILLA 

In classical times the term "villa" had two meanings; manor 
house and farm, as it does nowadays. Both definitions were 
equally held by latin agronomists although all of them shared a 
more fundamental definition: a villa was a rural establishment 
consisting of a manor house, servants' quarters and farm 
buildings, a grand and complex farm. The buildings formed the 
center of the domain, the heart and head on which other forms 
of rural life depended. The type of construction varied 
according to the systems of management, the agricultural 
necessities , epoch of style and the mentality and prosperity of 
the owner. 

In the beginning of the history of the villa, the villa was 
exclusively used by the employee. It consisted solely of a villa 
rustica, the exploitation of the domain with all its commodities. 
The villa was not decorated and the owner lived in a near urban 
settlement. If the villa was industrial it was named villa 
fractuaria, and consisted of a working area, storage area and so 
on. If the owner, however, lived in the villa an urban sort of 
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building was placed near the other buildings and called the villa 
urbana. Through time these became grand and ornant as those of 
the town's center. 

6.3.2 HISTORY OF THE VILLA 

During the last century before our era, the first villas appeared 
on the Iberian Peninsula in Catalogne. They spread along the 
Mediterranean coast and along the Ebro valley to Navarre and 
old Castille. This period is referred to as the Republican Era. 
In the period that followed, the Augustian Era, villas appeared at 
the base of Andralonsie and numerous along the Guadalquivir. 
The romans invaded Lusitania at a time when the villas reached 
maturity on the peninsula. At the end of the first century a.d. 
they invaded Gallecie and the two courses joined to occupy the 
center of spain 50 years later. 

Luistania was kept outside the economic development brought by 
the romans due to a series of events such as the big Lusitanian 
wars of the second century b.c., the Setorius revolt and the 
civil wars against Munda. It is only after some time that the 
first villas rose in Lusitania, most of them in the Alentejo. 
Around Pax lulia numerous constructions appeared and the 
relative distance between them give us reason to assume that 
they were the head of large estates. 

Until the Germanic invasions, the 1 60 years that followed the 
period of maturity, a second movement took place. Existing 
territories were exploited more intensely and new land was 
searched for. 

In Lusitania the villas of the second and third century a.d. took 
on the definite personality of the region. The totality of 
establishments had more in common other than all being 
important agricultural centers. They were all grand nobel 
residences. The grandeur of these villae was not the product of 
just one day; the luxury and wealth they reveal show the 
measure of progress in age. The Lusitanian villas built in the 
second century of our era show a logical step forward on the 
path laid out by the first, showing no discont6inuation in their 
evolution. 

The poor urbanization of Lusitania at the time of the foundation 
of the villas resulted in the property owner taking residence on 
the estate. The villas transformed to accomodate the owner. 
This is the reason for the numerous grand properties that 
expanded during the second and third century a.d .. The resulting 
villae should not be seen as a mutation of the image that other 
villas have on the peninsula. 

Around 259-260 the Germanics started to invade Spain setting 
flame to many of the villas. Two attacks took place; one under 
the reign of Galhen (253-268) and a second under the reign of 
Constatin (312-337) around 275. The exact duration of the 
invasion is not known. The invasions iniciated a major change in 
the architecture of the villas. As a result they reflected the 
brutal change in artistic, architectural and social norms that 
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reached the rural areas as a result of the Germanic invasions. 
This period is referred to as the Constatinian era and lasted only 
twenty years, the last of the fourth century. Constatinian villas 
are rare anywhere in Portugal. 

The fourth century was characterized by a tendency towards 
ruralization, as a result of the reconstitution. The villas turned 
grander and the properties larger while the towns decay. The 
more favourable regions, Ribatejo, Baixo and Alto Alentejo and 
the Algarve, as a result have numerous establishments which 
supply beautiful proof of the grand exploitations typical of 
roman Lusitania during this era. 

The rapidity at which the hispanic roman villa came to being is 
one of the first things we notice when looking at its history. It 
is within two centuries that this type of villa spread throughout 
the whole of the peninsula. The five centuries of agricultural 
establishments changed the face, the image of the Iberian 
Peninsula. 

6.3.3 SITUATION AND ORIENTATION 

The situation depended on several factors. The soil around the 
villa had to be fertile. A moderately elevated site was 
recommended as such a location reduced danger from extreme 
temperatures, strong winds, dampness, floods, robberies and so 
forth and moreover it afforded a better view. As a result it is 
not at all surprising that the roman villas on the Iberian 
Peninsula were frequently located on hills and foothills. 

Water played an important role in roman times. The villa had 
to have easy access to water. Locations close to rivers or areas 
abundant in water were preferred. To allow people and goods 
easy access to the villa a road near by was necessary, this also 
proved economically beneficial. To avoid unnecessary 
disturbance of passing travellers, robbers etc., the villa was not 
placed directly next to a road. 

As roads were a means of communication between the villa and 
the town, where a surplus of agricultural products was sent, 
suburban villas were popular. This helps to explain the large 
number of villas found around urban centers in roman Hispania. 

When speaking of orientation, the latin agronomists were 
unanimous. The building should face either east or south. Both 
of these positions helped alleviate the hot weather in the 
summer and make the winter weather tolerable. It is therefore 
not at all surprising that 90% of the villas on the peninsula face 
south, east or south-east. 
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6.3.4 FORMS OF VILLAS 

Despite the difficulties that any study of the known villas on 
the Iberian Peninsula has to cope with, given the incomplete 
archaeological information, it is still possible to recognise 
different forms of villa sites within those which have been 
escavated even though often only partly. 

The two known forms are: 
1) the villa of dissemiated plan, consisting of a number of 

buildings around a main dwelling. This particular form 
is far less significant than it is in Britannia, Gallia or 
Germania. Not one villa in Lusitania or for that matter 
the Iberian Peninsula has a plan similar to those typical 
in the above named areas. 

2) the villa of urbana-rustica plan, the living and 
agricultural areas were included in one building. This 
form of villa site is most common in Lusitania. Due to 
the poor urban situation of Lusitania at the time when 
the villas came to being is the reason that all the villas 
were residentials. 

6.3.5 SIZE OF ESTABLISHMENTS 

The probable size of the agricultural establishments remains 
difficult to evaluate. In Portugal, as in Africa and Italy, we 
find the vastest latifundia of the west. In the Alentejo the 
spacing of the villas leave enough land in between them to 
assume that the sizes varied from 3000-8000 ha .. 

6.3.6 TYPOLOGY 

The problem with the typology of the roman hispanic villa is 
different to that of the rest of Europe as the Iberian Peninsula 
consisted of nearly solely nomads and celts unfamiliar with the 
concept, the agricultural system, the villa before the arrival of 
the romans. The rest of Europe, on the contrary, were already 
evolving such establishments. Lusitania did know a few 
establishments similar in concept, but generally speaking, we can 
say that it was first introduced throughout the peninsula by the 
italic invadors. 

The latifundium of Lusitania assured, until the fourth century, 
the presence of the classic domain of southern Italy, such as 
those that date from the beginning of the Chretian era. We 
already have seen what some of the characteristics were of the 
villas of Lusitania; 

i) they tended to be close to urban centers 
ii) the owner was usually resident 
iii) the properties were large. 

On the whole there can also be seen a trend towards originality. 
This explains the diversity of plans as well as the lack of others 
such as the basilica plan. 
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As there are too few villas in Lusitania to make a proper 
typology it is probably best to look at the peninsula as a whole. 
In this case it is useful to look at the studies carried out by 
J.G.Gorge on the typology of the roman villas for the Peninsula 
as a whole. Gorge made the following division: 

1 ) the linear villa 
2) the peristyle villa-block 
3) the aulic villa. 

6.3.6.1 THE LINEAR VILLA 

This type represents all the hispanic villas with a rectangular 
floor plan which grow out symmetrically in respect to a piece or 
group placed central meant for domestic use (fig.6.4). This type 
can be subdivided into three subtypes: 
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i) the simple linear villa 
This type regroups the basilica! plans, arranged by 
function around a central bay and elementary rectangular 
plans, composed of rooms seperated by one or more 
transversal corridors. Eventually the central corridor 
could be replaced by a room serving principally as a 
distributing area to secondary rooms. 

ii) the linear villa with gallery 
The gallery is an exterior element of the habitational 
part, running along the body of the building. It usually 
develops along the facade but can also develop alond the 
rear or along the sides. There are three types of 
galleries. The first, the galery-veranda, is accessible 
from the outside and is a covered walk leading to the 
villa's vestibule of honour. The gallery-corridor is 
similar to the first type but functions as a corridor when 
distributing to other areas situated behind the facade is 
necessary. The last type, the closed panoramic gallery, 
differs profoundly from the previous two as it does not 
give access to any of the dwelling areas. Its essential 
function is not to distributer but to offer a panoramic 
view of the villa's surroundings. This type evolved 
directly from the simple linear villa and was used more 
frequently. 

iii) the linear villa with gallery and towers. 
This last type appears the most of the linear villas. The 
gallery at the ends is limited by two or more towers 
The towers, usually two, determine the formation, 
according to whether the towers integrate with the 
facade or vise versa. In the latter case the towers could 
form independent units and can be said to be canonical 
for establishments in especially the northern provinces 
but also in the south and in Africa. 
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6.3.6.2 THE PERISTYLE VILLA-BLOCK 

This type includes all the hispanic villas whose vital center is 
ordened around a porticoed court which leads to the principle 
nobel units; the triclinium and exedra. The peristyle 
simultaneously forms the elementary core around which the 
different dependancies of the exploitation are situated. There 
are two subtypes: 

i) the villa-block with a simple plan 
The peristyle is the essential element whose form leads 
to variations. The peristyle does not necessarily have to 
be complete and its' dimensions are usually modest. The 
villa-block with a simple plan represents the rural 
hispanic habitat of Mediterranean tradition. 

ii) the villa-block with a complex plan 
This type includes the villa possessing one or more 
unities of seperate compartments located around 
secondary patio (atrium or small peristyle) which in turn 
together with adjacent compartments are close around a 
main court. A gallery can individualize uitself if it lies 
between two achitectural groups and become a genuine 
independent vestibule. 

6.3.6.3 THE AULIC VILLA 

The will or desire of the rich owners to transplant to the 
middle of nature the forms of city life is not limited to the 
choice between either a linear or a peristyle villa. It iniciated 
the development of the residential area of the villa. 

The movement started during the Constantinian era when the 
villa was no longer just a seasonal residence but obtained a more 
permanent charactere. The villas became more comfortable and 
attained more monumental allure. This was not purely a hispanic 
phenomenonbut a result of a civilization. The villa does not find 
its true image until the middle of the second century. The 
development proceeded until the beginning of the fifth century . 
It lead to two subtypes on the Peninsula: 

i) the simple monumental villa 
The most sober type of the aulic villa growing around a 
central peristyle with large dimensions and usually with 
rectangular in shape. 

ii) the complex monumental villa 
This last type of residence is the most representative of 
the character of the luxoriousness and monumentality of 
the grand aulic villa. The owner gives it his everything 
and as a result the villa reflects his taste and power. 

It is principally on the large properties of the third and forth 
century that the aulic villa takes on its real dimensions. In the 
regions of the south-west and along the Mediterranean, the aulic 
villa is the most evident in its gardens, all conserving the taste 
of interior perspectives. The monumental character of the aulic 
villa equally expresses itself through the exaggeration of the 
development of one (simple monumental) or several (complex 
monumental) architectural groups. 
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The linear villa and the peristyle villa-block are found spreadout 
over the entire peninsula (fig. 6. 5}. It is impossible to 
distinguish specific zones for either type. The known facts only 
give us the possibility to note that there is a slight dominance of 
the peristyle plan ( 60% of all hispanic villas} appearing even in 
the heart of the Meseta. Nor can we say that either of the villa 
are characteristical for a certain time period. The aulic villa on 
account of its architectural details and decorative themes can be 
said to be typical of the Lower Empire. 

Ther also exists on the Peninsula plans that are inclassifiable, 
they do not fit in anyone category. They are often the results 
of renovations of constructions which were already existing . In 
Lusitania this phenomenon can best be illustrated by the example 
Alcoutim. 

materials 
decoration 

VILLA URBANA 

VILLA RUSTICA 
servants quaters 
agricultural units 

NEED TO DEFEND 
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1. Albesa, El Romera! (Lerida). 
2. Alcoutim, Montinho dos Laranjeiros (Faro). 
3. Altafulla, Els Munts (Tarragone). 
4. Almenara de Adaja, La Calzadilla (Valladolid). 
5. Badajoz, La Cocosa (Badajoz). 
6. Beja, Pisoes (Beja). 
7. Cabo de Palos, El Castille! (Murcie). 
8. Cahra, Fuente de las .Piedras (Cordoue). 
9. Castejon, El Ramalete (Navarre). 

10. Cenero, Murias de Belono (Oviedo). 
11. Constanti, Centcelles (Tarragone). 
12. Cuba, Monte do Outeiro (Beja). 
13. Cuevas de Soria, Dehesa de Soria (Soria). 
14. :Daragoleja, Soto de Roma (Grenade). 
15. Ecija, Cortijo de Fuentiduenas (SCville). 
16. Fraga, Villa Fortunatus (Huesca) . 
17. Guarena, Pozo de la Canada (Badajoz). 
18. Jumilla, Los Cipreses (Murcie). 
19. Leon, Navatejcra (Leon). 
20. Liedena, Foz de Lumbier (Navarre). 
21. Malpica de Tajo, Las Tamujas (Tolede). 
22. Marbella, Rio Verde (Malaga). 
23. Mataro, Torre Llauder (Barcelone). 
24. Mexilhoeira Grande, Abicada (Faro). 
25. Milreu (= Estoi) (Faro). 
26. Monforte, Torre de Palma (Porta.!~gre). 
27. Montijo, El Hinojal (Badajoz). 
28. Nules, Benicat6 (Castellon de la Plana). 
29. Pedrosa de la Vega (Palencia). 
30. Povoa de Varzii_n, Alto de Martim Vaz (Porto). 

\ 

' .. --

plan 

!!! lineaire 

0 bloc-peristyle 

* aullQue 

1.ahoraluirr dr Carlographir lfo1uri1111r · Horduux Ill· 

31. Puentedeume, Centrona (La Corog.ne). 
32. Puerto de Mazarron, Playa (Murc1e). 
33. Puig de Cebolla, El Vilar (Valence). 
34. Quarteira, Cerro da Vila (Faro). 
35. Quesada, Pago de Brune! (Jaen~. 
36. Quintos, Torre de Carde1ra (Be1a). . 
37. Rioseco de Soria, Los Quintanares (Sona). 
38. Sadaba, Los Banales (Saragosse). 
39. Santa Colomba de Somoza, Maraga_ter~ (Le6n). 
40. Santa Vitoria do Ameixal, Santa V1tor!a (Evora). 
41 Santervas de! Burgo, Los Villares (Sona). 
42: Selva de! Campo, Pared ~~lgada (Ta~ragone) . 
43. Torres Novas, Villa Ca·rd11Ius (Santarem). 
44 Torrox, Faro (Ma1aga). 
45: Tossa de Mar, Els Ametllers (_Gerone). 
46. Valladolid, El Prado (Valladolid_). 
47. Vila de Frades, Sao Cucufate (Bep). . 
48. Villaverde Bajo, San M~rtin ,de l_a Vega (Madnd). 
49. Aguilafuente, Santa Lucia (Segov1e): . 
so. Alcala de Henares, Paredon de! Milagro (Madrid), plan non !eve. 
5·1. Artieda de Arag6n, Rienda (Saragosse). plan non !eve. 
52 Balazote, Camino de las Seoulturas (Albacete). 
53: Banos de Valdearados. Santa Cruz (Burgos): 
54. Beja, Don Pedro (ou ·Fonte da Frades) (BeJa)., 
55. Cartama. Hacienda Manguarra y Sa~ Jose (Mala~a). 
56 Quintanilla d,., la Cueza. Pago de Te1ada (Palencia). 

S7. Arcos de la Frontera, El Santiscal (Cadix). 

fig. 6.0 The distribution known villas on the Peninsula 
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6.3. 7 LUSITANIAN VILLAS 

6.3.7.1 VILLA DE PISOES 
The villa of Pisoes is a example of a "perfect" agricultural 
establishment; it consists of a villa urbana, villa rustica and a 
villa fructuaria (fig. 6.6). The villa was built during the first 
century and was inhabited by several families until the forth 
century. The villa was a comfortable and functional dwelling 
consisting of more than forty rooms centured around a small 
peristyle, a structure of four columns (fig. 6. 7). As the 
escavations have not yet been completed it is not yet possible to 
say whether this is the only peristyle of the villa ( they are 
publishing a book on Pisoes). A lot of the openings look out 
onto the portico of the facade which is not at all usual for 
roman houses with a large peristyle. If the peristyle should turn 
out to be the only one, the villa will also not be typical of 
roman architecture. 

The walls are made of stones, bricks (later or laterculi:smaller 
bricks) and mortar of lime and sand (fig. 6.8). The interiors 
were usually painted in a uniform colour, rarely with paintings. 
The inferior socles were mostly of marble. Several types of 
pavements have been uncovered namely: 

i) beated earth 
ii) mortar 
iii) brick 
iv) formigao 
v) marble slabs 
vi) mosaics (fig. 6.9) 

The villa is located south of a small dam that was used to 
irrigate the land. 
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fig. 6.6 The ground plan of Villa de Pisoes 
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fig . 6.7 The small peristyle of the Yilla de Pisoes 
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flg. 6 .8 The construction of the the r ms 

fig. 6 .9 A mosaic of the Villa de Pisoes 
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6.3. 7.2 VILLA DE SAO CUCUFATE 
In the the fist century a.d. it was a peristyle villa which was 
demolished and reconstructed in the third and forth century. As 
far as can be seen the villa was not occupied during the 
visigothic or arab reign. On an unknown date , the villa was 
again put to use but this time as a convent. It is possible that 
the villa was abandoned as a result of the revolt against religion 
of 1191. In 1 255 it was definitely in use again as a convent and 
remained occupied until the beginning of the eighteenth century. 
The cementary of the convent was placed where in roman times 
the pars rustica must have stood or atleast a part of it. Within 
the same century the villa fell to ruins. It is , however, the best 
conserved villa known until today of all of Europe, showing the 
existence of a first storey (fig. 6. 1 0). 

Curiously, in a province where the rural roman architecture 
usually centered around a peristyle, sao cucufate is a villa built 
in height. Its storey is supported by a dome shaped galleries 
raising the owner to a height from where he could dominate the 
surrounding land. 

The facade is enclosed by two symmetric! towers , supported by 
high arcades all around (fig. 6.11 ). Within the tower we find a 
sheltered landing. The facade which never can be reconstructed 
as it has been eroded to far faced a garden. A dome shaped 
gallery running along the facade is nearly gone. lnfront of it 
lies a spacious landing that led via three staircases to the 
garden. 

The ground floor does not seem to have been the pars urbana 
but possibly a wine cellar, granery or servants quarters. The 
residence of the owner was on the first floor. The rooms opened 
onto a gallery of the facade. At one of the ends is a 
HnemantadoN room by an absis, a form that was common in 
domestic architecture of the Lower lmperium. 

South of the villa rests of a temple have been found similar to 
those of Milreu near Faro in the Algarve. The temple was 
attached to the main building either by a portico , a gallery or 
possibly a corridor. The exact details, however are not known. 

The whole complex must have been grand. The uniqueness of the 
villa is evident, without a peristyle this residence is a 
rectangular body developed in height. It is similar to the models 
one frequently finds in the North of Africa during the roman 
reign. 
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fig. 6.10 The ground plan of the Villa de Sao Cucufate 
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fig. 6.11 The trout facade of the Villa de Sao Cucufate 

fig . 6.12 The pool located lnfront of the \•ilia 
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6.3.7.3 VILLA DE MONTE DO MEIO 
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fig. 6.13 The ground plan of the Villa de Monte de Melo 
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6.3.7.4 VILLA DE TORRE DE PALMA 
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fig. 6.14 The ground plan of the Villa de Torre de Palma 
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fig. 6.HI The cental peristyle of the Villa de Torre de Palma 

fig. 6.16 An example of a mosaic of the Ville de Torre de Palma 
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7 VISIGOTHS 



7.1 HISTORY 

The Barbarians, also known as the Germanic people, exercised a 
continuous pressure, with greater and lesser intensity, on the 
Northern boundary of the Roman territory throughout the its 
entire reign. During the second century of our era the 
Barbarians moved south and southwest, some of them settling 
down on the way. They arrived in the Piranees and after a 
second attack in 25 7 managed to fight their way into Spain. 
During the rest of the century they took over towns in Galiza, 
until the Romans guaranteed peace. 

By the third century two groups of Vandals, oriental Germanics 
originating from Scandanavia and known by the names 'Asdingos' 
and 'silingos' also moved southwest. Several Alanos from 
Iranian origin joined them and together they started to invade 
the Iberian Peninsula. By 408-409 a.d. Suevi arrived in the 
Pyrenees and by 411 a.d. the different groups had managed to 
conquer the Occidental provinces. The Asdingos and Suevi 
settled in Galiza (Northern Portugal and actual Galiza), the 
Silingos in Betica and the Alanos in Lusitania. 

In 41 5 the Visigoths arrive on the Peninsula and by 41 7 -41 8 
they managed to destroy the Alanos and Silingos. In 419, as a 
result of the trouble with the Suevi, the Vandals were forced 
abandon the Peninsula. In 438 the Suevi were occupying all of 
the southern regions of roman Spain and by 440 Cartanienge and 
Betica as well. The Suevi and Romans due to their similar 
beliefs were able to life side by side. More than a half a 
century followed that the various barbarians fought until the 
Roman Empire collapsed in 4 76. Only the Visigoths had the 
energy necessary to eliminate the other folks off the Peninsula 
and assure their own dominium for the following three centuries. 

The Alanos, totally defeated by the Visigoths , moved to Africa 
before the actual fall of the Roman Empire in the West. The 
Suevi, who settled in the North , remained longer keeping an own 
individuality, but eventually also lost against the Visigoths. 
Within a century the Visigoths conquered all of the Peninsula 
and on the ruins of the Roman Empire built their monarchy. 

This marked the beginning of an unstable era for all of the 
Peninsula. The Visigoths entered Hispania as federals of the 
Empire, intending as biggest and smallest aim to realize a unition 
of convinience of the juridical principles of the Romans with the 
laws of their own but did not really succeed. 

The invasions took place at a time when christianity entered 
public life with certain importance on the Peninsula on a large 
scale(communities already existed as early as the third century). 
The turning Catholic of the Visigoths was the first and largest 
step taken towards the uniting of the Peninsula. One has to 
imagine that in primitive times, the christian cult was in many 
cases practised in homes. Sometimes the rooms formerly used for 
the pagao cult went on to be used for the christian cult (the 
roman villa of milreu, Est6i). 
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7.2 ARCHITECTURE 

Of the three centuries reign of the Visigoths there little 
testimonial material can be found. As a matter of fact, of the 
six centuries between the Roman reign and the Romanic era, 
little is known of the actual architecture of the time. What we 
can be certain of is that the Visigoths took over the laws and 
many of the onomastic elements of the invaded. In most 
regions the Visigoths abandoned their Castreja life-style. Not 
less certain is that the Visigoths as political dominators barely 
influenced social aspects and even less the material aspects such 
as dwellings and objects of common use. 

If we would have to evaluate the social aspect with the help of 
what remains, of which there is a notable shortage of in most 
of the Peninsula compared to the amount of Roman sites known, 
we must conclude that either: 

1) the Visigoths were small in number and as a result were 
engulved by the population already there or, 

2) the Visigoths continued on in the Roman fashion as far as 
civil and architectural works and ceramics were concerned. 

Many of the sites found look as though they belong to the 
Roman period but must be from the Visigothic era. In the 
Alentejo and the Algarve mortars and cements with bits of 
ceramics have been found used by not only the Romans but also 
by the Visigoths and Arabs. There is evidence of its use right 
up until the tenth century. Various tiles and bricks used by the 
Romans are recorded to have been used throughout the Visigothic 
and Moorish reigns. The tegulae, for example , can be found 
used by the Romans, Visigoths and Arabs, always taking on the 
same form. 

The general plan of the habitation, the construction principles, 
the thickness of the walls, the different qualities of pavements, 
the type of mortar, the tiles and the mosaics of numerous 
country residences in the Alentejo as well as the Algarve seem to 
have been very similar in their essential form to the Roman ones. 
We cannot but believe in an apparant continuation. The 
Visigoths did sometimes diferentiate the form and the 
ornamentation of parts of houses such as for example of dormer 
windows. 

The Visigoths conserved the pureness of the architecture of the 
Roman Hispanic villa. They corrupted it by introducing a 
mixture of corrupted byzantine and their own barbaric taste that 
resulted in a group of corrupted artwork that was in its own way 
magnificent and brilliant. 

In the following the dwellings of the time will not be discussed 
as their general formy must not have been very different to the 
Roman ones but the style and architectural motives the Visigoths 
introduced will be discussed in the following section. 
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7.2.1 VISIGOTHIC ART 

It is a decadent form of art with no real ideal of its own. The 
appearance of human beings is rare. It made use of art styles of 
different origin and age and of elements which through 
successive degenerations managed to give Visigothic art its own 
physiognomy. The antecedents of Visigothic art are: 

1) Roman Iberia. 
2) Scandanavia. It is disputable if the preference for the 

geometric was of Scandanavian origin. Scandanavia , 
however, must have influenced Visigothic art but of the 
few existing remains this is hard to see. 

3) Iran. It is from here that the principle symbols of 
sanity in the form of the sacred arch and landscape led 
to grand entrances of mosques. Other motives such as 
the rope and the braid also appeared in Visigothic art. 
The stylization of the sun came back in the ornaments . 

4) others. Seria, Egypt, North Africa, Byzantine, Ravenna , 
Sicily and others were also sources of influence. 

7.2.2 ARCHITECTURAL MOTIVES 

The horseshoe arch is one of the elements typical of Visigothic 
constructions. Its origin is a topic that is much discussed. The 
type of arch already existed on the Peninsula in Roman times but 
was then purely a decorative element. As a constructive element 
it probably originates from India and arrived on the Peninsula via 
Persia and North Africa. It is not, as was thought earlier, a 
construction introduced on the Peninsula by the Arabs. 

The pilaster was used mainly in porticos and as a decorative 
element. It had a base, a body and a capital. The base was 
usually sober and the capital decorated predominantly by 
geometrical patterns , crosses and sometimes but not nearly as 
frequently by grape leave acanthusses. 

The column. Roman columns were often reused. The base was 
usually cubical as was often the capital, however, other forms 
were used. 

The capital is one of the more curious elements of Visigothic 
art. The tendancy towards cubical forms possibly originates 
from Siria. Other forms, however, do appear. This making it 
difficult to distinguish between Roman, Visigothic and Mozarab 
capitals. 

The buffets originate from Siria and are frequently ornamented 
with geometrical patterns. There are examples in which leaf 
designs were also used. 

The imposts (upper course of pillars) are often seen on capitals 
and consoles decorated with rope, braids, wedges,ovulos and leaf 
acanthusses . 
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Tahe masaic.s. introduced by the Romans take .on a similar form 
unng me v1s1gom1c reign. Tf'le mauves usea are usua11y 

geometric patterns influenced by Byzantine (already appearing in 
the century of Constantine in Roman Hispania). 

70 



8 MOORS 



8.1 HISTORY 

Roderic was the last of the Visigothic kings. He had succeeded 
Witiza by detriment of his son Achila and through the imposition 
of nobility. Achila had , however, devotees who at a moment of 
oppertunity went into combat with King Roderic. This along 
with religuous and political movevements going on at the time 
gave the Moors the oppertunity to invade. That was the 
beginning of the arab conquest which started off with victory 
after victory in an invasion that was to last fifty years. 

The Moors introduced new juridical systems. They placed a 
Califa {arab: kalifa) in charge on top of a religious, political and 
administrative prramide. The Califa was seen as a god on earth 
and there were very few that did not obey him. The Califa 
resumed all ejecutive, legilatory and juridical power (poderes); 
had all the authority. As the Calif a could not do it all himself 
he had a Hachib to help (having a similar function to that of a 
prime minister today). Underneath them were Visires, ministers, 
each with an own specialized Katib, secretary. The provinces 
were gouverned by Emires or stadtholders. 

Administrative division is nearly unknown to us in the arab 
world until as late as the 19th century. Until then there was no 
sign of any European influence. The physiognomy of the arab 
town was with baths, markets and mosques and no administrative 
buildings. The Moors preceded to repartise the land which lead 
us to believe that they were large in number given the rapid 
submission of the hispaniards. 

72 



8.2 ARCHITECTURE 

The Moors occupied most of what is now Portugal for a 
considerable length of time; 200 years in the North and upto 500 
years in the South. This occupation by the governing class was 
so different in religion , in race and in customs from those they 
ruled that it naturally had to have a strong influence , not only 
on the language but also on the art. Although there exists but a 
few buildings from before the Christian Reconquest many were 
built after it by the Christians with the help of moorish 
workmen. 

In all of Portugal very few remains have been found of which we 
can be sure are Moorish. The Moorish castle in Sintra , the 
town walls of Silves and probably the church of Mertola are the 
only remaining constructions . Though , hardly a town or village 
exists in which some slight trace of their art cannot be found, 
even if it is only a tile lining of the walls of a house or a 
church . 

Not one capital of all the moorish reigns was situated in 
Portugal except for during a short reign of the ship stewards , 
known as the Taifas , which can help explain the lack of 
fortresses such as can be found in southern Spain . This 
probably is also the reason why the arab architecture in Spain 
is different to that found in Portugal. In Spain it took on a 
purer form , in Portugal it reflected the character and spirit of 
the people living there. This resulted in a form of architecture 
known as Mocarab architecture , mixing the two principle 
elements , the moorish and the visigothic, with great liberty, 
dependent on the caprice of the artist , and free of a precise 
systemization. Mocarab architecture can be seen as a 
contination of Visigothic architecture, it is however more 
decadent and altered by secondary elements of Mohammedan 
style. 

8.2.1 MOCARAB ART 

Marguez de Lozaya says that apart from the two principle 
elements it is hard to point out , virtually impossible to point 
out its characteristics. He bel ieves the style to be one of the 
most anarchy-like art forms ever; highly exaggerated and 
individualistic . It was not a school but a set of isolated 
structures. 

The arab world was ruled by two laws ; the Suna and the Hadite. 
Arab architecture , throughout its multisecular existence during 
intervals adapted all the forms known in the ancient world: the 
gothic arch , the semicircular arch , the horseshoe arch etc. 

8 .2. 2 ARCHITECTURAL MOTIVES 

The oriental arch or gothic arch 

The roman arch , the architects of Mocarabic architecture were 
unaware of stylistic problems and also experimented with the 
roman arch. 
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The horseshoe arch derived from Persia and already existed on 
the Peninsula before the arrival of the Moors even though it is 
often thought that it is a purely arab construction. 

Capitals, there were those of classical origin which made use of 
elements originating from roman architecture and those of 
remote oriental origin of which there are numerous sorts. 

Esgrafitos,these are paintings of designs and patterns found on 
the exterior wall surface as means of decoration. Sometimes 
whole walls were covered with esgrafitos but it was more 
frequent to decorate with this medium along the roof edge or 
around windows. 
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Arab windows and dooropenings were often decorated. This 
resulted in various designs. 

75 



9 CHRISTIAN RECONQUEST 



9.1 HISTORY 

The Moors never managed to gain control over the North of 
Portugal. It is in this area that the Christens start to 
reconquer the land. Alfonso VI of Leon and Castille brought the 
vast Hispanic Empire of Galacia (presentday Galacia and the land 
in between the Duoro River and the Tagus River) under his 
sway. The area became to vast for him to control and he handed 
the County of Portugal to Count Henry. Count Henry wanted to 
expand his territory and become independent. After the deaths 
of Raimond and his father-in-law Count Henry manages to 
seperate the County of Portucale off from the rest. It is from 
this point onwards that Portugal can be said to have existed . 

Henry dies in 111 2 or 111 4 and is succeded bu his wife. She is 
overthrown by a figure named Afonso. The county is free of 
domination of Galacia but is still subject of Alfonso VII of Leon. 
After the Moors start to invade Afonso and Alfonso make a 
peace agreement. Afonso manages a great victory against the 
Moors at Ourique and is then acclaimed King of Portugal. 

It is Afonso Ill that in 1267 conquers the Algarve and with that 
has cast of the Moors. The country Portugal, as we known it 
today, is come to being. 

The Kings of the first dynasty divide the land of the Alentejo 
among their brothers of arms and religious and military orders. 
This to consolidate the reconquest in this plain , arid and poorly 
populated land . The grand dominiums stand side by side with the 
already existing farms consoisting mainly of small property 
owners around urban centers. The adopted system of grand 
dominiums give birth to villages. 



9.2 ARCHITECTURE 

This section will briefly cover the various architectural styles 
that appeared in the Alentejo after the Reconquest. The first 
appeared along with the Reconquest, the Gothic. It never really 
evolved in the Alentejo. It was mixed with moorish elements 
influenced by the qrient resulting in a style known as Moorish . 

Arab builders were found among the lists of workmen until as 
late as the 16th century. The moorish influence is most evident 
in the actual design , the carpentry and the tiling. 

The Gothic gave way to the Manueline style during the Age of 
Discoveries. The style was the reaction to the state of 
Portugal ; one of prosperity. It is a style exuberent in force , 
not so constant of the moorish tradition, inclined to the 
Renaissance and nearly brut in its naturalism. The style is more 
one of decoration than that of architecture. 

The Renaissance that originated from Italy and spread 
throughout all of Europe, does not develop in Portugaldue to the 
crisis Portugal is in at the time. 

Classic is a style that is also known as the Jewish style due to 
the growing importance of the Jews in Portugal. During the end 
of the first quater of the 1 7th century the exterior adopts a 
formula they will never cease to use. During the second quarter 
the long facades with rows of windows appear. The use of 
colour on the facades is recorded. 

Under king Jaoa the fifth architecture takes on a gayer and 
happier appearance and losses some of its austerity, a style 
known as the Baroc of Joao V evolves. The South of Portugal , 
however, as a result to the earthquake of 1 755, has a tendancy 
to more practical and uniform building style, is more sober and 
academic than the North. 





- ----·- ------__..,...------

.. 
' --' .. 

. -.... -

1 0 CONCLUSION 



10.1 URBANIZATION 

Very early on in history the climate and the scarce population 
have resulted in an own population distribution in the Alentejo; 
it is neither agglomerated or dispersed. As early as the Neolithic 
the people lived in either large villages or agricultural 
exploitations scattered around the countryside. A cadaster of 
1527 can tell us of the existence of villages with more than 3000 
inhabitants. 

The type of agricultural establishments, the "herdades" and 
"mantes" can be dated back to the Romans. These divided the 
land into large estates called latifundias and villas. The exact 
division of the land is partly roman but is mainly the result of 
the divisions made by the kings of the first dynasty after the 
reconquering of Portugal from the Moors. These offered land to 
their brothers of armsand military and religious orders. This to 
consolidate the reconquest in this plain , arid and poorly 
populated region. 

The location of the villages can partly be dated back to the 
Romans. These established themselves were there was easy 
access to water or close to gold , silver, copper or marble mines. 
Between the most important towns and villages the Romans built 
roads to form a network similar to the one in use today. Some 
of the bridges erected for the road network we can still find 
today. After the christian reconquest and the redivision of the 
land villages grew where agriculturally convinient, near the grand 
domains. But the most important towns in roman Alentejo, Evora 
and Beja, are now the capitals of Alto and Baixo Alentejo 
respectively. 

There are exceptions to the form of distribution discribed, these 
usually arise as a result of the local geography. The houses of 
Vidigueira and Vila de Frades are concentrated agglomerations. 
The land is subdivided into small parcels, a regime common to 
cooler areas more abundant in water where vineyards are the 
priciple culture. 

There are also cases of dispersion known in the Alentejo. Beja 
being one example; the grand territories aresubdivided into 
smaller agricultural units run by a small exploitation. 

Around the larger agglomerations such as Evora, Beja, Portalegre 
and Elvas settlements known as quintas are common. They result 
in yet another form of distribution; dissiminated settlement. 



10.2 ARCHITECTURE 

The population distribution as a result as several forms of 
dwelling: 

1) the large land owner on his " herdade" 
2) the farmer and the "monte" 
3) the worker in the village 
4) the cattle herders in their huts. 

10.2.1 HERDADE 

The landowners of the large estates built homes for themselves 
surrounded by shelter for workers and for farm necessities. The 
resulting buildings reflect the wealth and taste of the owner as 
well as the time period they were built. The herdades of the 
1 6th century show the influence of the Orient and the presence 
of moorish workmen. 

the tower 



the elevated entrance 



10.2.2 MONTE 

The monte is the result of the passing time and the soil of the 
Alentejo. It does not show any influence from the outside 
world but is the reflection of the countryside. The buildings 
are low, earthy and plain, the ground plan is rectangular in 
shape. 

,._;, 



10.2.3 VILLAGE HOME 

There are two distinct types of villages. Those with narrow 
winding streets were the chimleys play an important part in the 
formation of the facades of the houses and the wider and 
staight streets where the door is the only element of the 
facade. 

The houses usually have one or two stories and are rectangular 
in shape. The ground floor houses the entrance, the kitchen , 
the pantries and the first floor (if there is one) the rooms. 
There are as few windows as necessary. The roof consists of 
one or two sloping sides. 
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10.2.4 SHEPHERDS HUTS 
The shepherds live in the most pri1J1itive dwellings. The shelters 
often are no more than shacks which take on \!ery primitive 
forms. They have been discribed in chapter of the Paleolithic 
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