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Foreword 

I started my graduation project in the Atelier ECOC 

Maastricht 2018. To begin with , we worked as a team 

to gather variety of information and maps in re lation 

to Meuse-Rhine Euregio in general and Maastricht 

in particular. The result of this research gave us an 

overview of the possible options which could be 

starting point of each student ind ividual project. 

European Capital of Culture (ECOC) was first 

introduced by Melina Mercouri, the Greece's Minister 

of Culture in 1985, with the aim of Highlighting 

European cultural heritage. Since then one or more 

European cities hold the Capitalof Culture title, tor the 

period of one calendar year and during which a series 

of cultural events and festivals are held by the host 

city to attracts attention of both city inhabitants as 

well as of the entire Europe. While this phenomenon 

has been an opportunity tor a number of European 

cities to improve their cultural, social and economical 

condition during the event, the impacts must sustain 

over time. 

In 2018 one city trom The Netherlands and one city 

trom Malta wil I be the European capital of culture. The 

city of Maastricht is among the possible candidates for 

ECOC 2018, in order to achieve this goal Maastricht 

will benefit trom collaboration with other cities in 

Meuse-Rhine Euroregion 111 and will in tact be the 

candidate on behalf of the entire region . 

A bid book that contains possible options, innovative 

ideas and ambitions of Maastricht and the other 

Meuse-Rhine Euroregion partners will be presenled 

to European Commission in Brussels in autumn 2012. 

This proposal must be convincing enough to meet 

the requirements of the European Commission and 

to encourage variety of sponsors and stakeholders to 

support and take part in this Event. 

According to VIA 2018 121 

These are the four main pillars on which the bid 

book is developing. 

1·Developing connections 

2-Developing new forms of urban development 

3-Representation strategies 

4-Destination Europe 

[1]Maastricht will be supported by !he Outch Province of Limburg and is being shaped in close cooperation withits partnersAachen . Liege, Heerlen, Hasselt 

and Sittard-Geleen. The Belgian provinces of Limburg and Liege, !he Aachen region and !he German-speaking Community in Belgium arealso involved. 

(http //www via20 18. eu/en/maastricht-20 18/cu ltural-capital. aspx) 

[2](http/lwww.via2018.eu/en/programme/lhe-bid-book.aspx) 
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Abstract 

After the Second World War Dutch government adopted 

new policies towards Urban Planning (The main Dutch 

spatial planning policy was to concentrate or cluster 

urbanization.) and Agriculture (the Agricultural policy was 

aimed at intensifying agricultural production. )Aithough 

these policies were intended to reeover the economy and 

amenity, they played an important role in separating city 

and countryside as well as urban inhabitants from food 

production. 

Prior to industrial revolution there used to be a strong 

link between city and countryside, mainly because 

urban food was supplied in rural area a.round the city 

boundaries. Could (re)-integrating local food system in 

urban development of Dutch cities re-establish the link 

between city and countryside? 

5 
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1-1-The History of Dutch Food System as a European Example 

Agriculture has always been of great importance to the Netherlands. Since the days that farming was done to 

serve the local market, until now that the country is among the largest agricultural exporterin the world. Despite 

being a farming country, there are a set of sustainability issues facing Dutch food system. In order to get a 

better understanding of the Dutch food system, the historica! transformation of food system in the Netherlands 

is described below. 

1-1-1-Before the industrial Revolution 

Although in most of the pre industrial revolution settlements, city and countryside we re separated by city walls or 

geographical barriers, there used to be astrong link between them. Food had an important role in this relationship, 

since the greatest part of the urban food was produced in the rural area around the city boundaries. "The 

Absence of sophisticated, high capacity transport systems and of preservation techniques such as refrigeration 

inevitably meant that people had to grow food close to where they lived".111 which means food system was mainly 

localized befare the industrial revolution."Food that was grown outside built settiement boundaries presented 

few supply and transport problems given the smal I size of pre industrial revolution settlements." 121 

1-1-2-During the lndustrial Revolution 

lndustrial Revolution had a great impact on separating urban populations from food production. With the 

introduetion of new technologies during the industrial revolution, machines began to replace human labours. 

Thus more food could be supplied with fewer Iabour farces. This led to a high rate of unemployment among 

farmers. Farmers who lost their job or had difficulty to economically survive, moved into cities to find a job in the 

factories and industrial eentres that were growing around the old urban fringes. 

After the lndustrial revolution a significant changes occurred in transportation system. Development of canals, 

roads and especially building railways eased the international trade. Food market that had been served by local 

production befare the industrial revolution had now imported food products available. "By the late nineteenth 

century, the sheer scale of the great industrial ei ties with their den se urban development and lack of greenspace 

separated million of people from any immediate contact with food production."l31 
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1-1-3-After the Second World War 

After the Second World War Dutch government adopted new polides towards urban planning and agriculture. Although 

these polides were aimed to reeover the economy and amenity, they played an important role in separating city and 

countryside as wel I as the urban inhabitants from food production. 

Dutch spatial planning policy 

After the Second World War "The main Dutch spatial planning policy was to concentrale or cluster urbanization. The goal 

of this policy was to keep the landscape open and undeveloped, to limit travel distance and to support amenities. This led 

to extremely sharp fringes between city and countryside in the Netherlands, resulting in an increasing distance ( mental and 

physical) between city (and citizens) and the countryside ."141 

Dutch agricultural policy 

Dutch government policy after the Second World War was aimed at intensifying agricultural production, in order to compete 

with the growing world market and to increase the purchasing power of population . Smal! farms were replaced by large-scale 

agribusinesses. And technology replaced the great part of human Iabour. 

"This increase of production was achieved by making Iabour more effective by using more machines and yielding more 

harvest from both the soil and the animals . lncrease of the yield was achieved by using artificial fertilizer, pesticides and 

high-energy fodder."151 

lntensifying agricultural production that aimed to increase farm incomes led to overproduction and market saturation. 

GREEN BOND 9 
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1-2-The urgent need for an alternative food system 

The Dutch Agricultural policy that has been mainly focused on conventional farming has led to an unsustainable food system. 

Main reasons for needing an alternative food system will be reviewed below. 

1- The loss of trust in current food system 

2- Financial pressure on Dutch farmers 

3- Lack of awareness of sustainable food and sustainable food system 

4- Environmental problems 

5-Lack of food security 

1- The loss of trust in current food system 

Food market has become increasingly globalized, 

people ha st lost their direct contactwith food producers. 

"Aithough national institutions guarded food quality, 

several animal diseases and food contaminations 

such as BSE, Ecoli, foot & mouth disease, and dioxins 

residues in milk, corroded the trust of consumers bath 

in the institutions and the industrial food sector at 

large." 161 

People are increasingly questioning about the 

industrial agriculture and all the issues associated 

with conventional farming like animal welfare, the use 

of chemica! fertilizers and pesticides. This has led to 

emergence of quality -food product industries. 

2- Financial pressure on Dutch farmers 

Mass production is a way to sustain the farm incames 

in conventional farming; this goal is achieved by 

enhancing efficient production technologies. This 

methad of production has led to creation of surplus 

food and market saturation. 

"The food industry tends to buy the cheapest product, 

without regard of the location it is produced. lt became 

difficult for farmers to sell their products. To be able to 

sell they had to lower prices, which in turn led to new 

pressure on their income." 171 

In order to diminish farmer's economie crises, 

government allocated production subsidies for farmers. 

"This was done by guaranteeing minimum prices for 

products. The governments bought excess products 

and dumped it on the world market for very low prices, 

making it impossible for third world country farmers to 

compete. "IBI 

10 

lncreasing production volume is no langer a salution 

for sustaining farms income, since the world food 

market has been saturated and urge farmers to 

search for earning new revenues. 

3- Lack of awareness of sustainable food and 

sustainable food system 

Due to the separation of city and countryside and of 

urban inhabitant from food production, people are 

unaware about where and how their food is grown. 

"When consumers are distant from where food 

is produced, many lose any appreciation of food 

systems, lbecome indifferent about agricultural 

landscapes, and are unaware of the multiple 

ecosystem services provided by rural areas." 191 

"The majority of people likewise are unaware of the 

environmental consequences of an industrial food 

system, bath regarding its supply side and its waste 

production side."l101 

Varieties of food products which come from all over 

the world are available in every urban supermarket, 

and when people are unconcerned about the souree 

of food, they don't consider the environmental problem 

associated with global and industrial food system. 

GREEN BOND 
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4- Environmental problems 

"The nutrient cycle is a concept that describes how 

nutrients move from the physical environment into 

living organisms, and subsequently are recycled back 

to the physical environment."l111 "Piants grow with the 

aid of solar energy, C02 from the air, and nutrients 

from the soil. Humans and animals eat these plants, 

or eat other animals that eat these plants. Energy is 

taken out, and the remains leave the body as man ure. 

This manure is deposited on the soil, as are remains 

of dead animals and plants and humans, which are 

converted into nutrients for plants." 1121 

"Most environmental problems in agriculture exist 

because the nutrient cycle is nat closed ."i131 Farmers 

grow food in one part of the world but instead of 

feeding local people and animals, they export them 

to the west countries like the Netherlands to use it as 

todder for cattie feeding . The manure, produced by 

these animals is nat returned to the soil where the 

nutrients for the plants were removed. Consequently 

in one part of the world there is a surplus of organic 

manure while the soil is depleted in the other part 

of the world . Besides the industrial agriculture and 

using chemica! fertilizer and pesticides have had a 

devastating effect on biodiversity in countrysides. 

5-Lack of food security 

The Netherlands is among the largest agricultural 

exporter in the world, and its agricultural production 

is far more than the damestic market demand. This 

makes Dutch agriculture highly dependent on foreign 

countries , for export agriculture products and for 

import raw materials. The current Dutch food system is 

far from being sustainable, because if other countries 

decide to focus on Sustainable and local food system, 

Dutch economy and Agriculture industry will face 

serieus problems. 

In this case, the Netherlands wrll nat be able to even 

feed the damestic market Thus there is an urgent 

need to change the current food system. 

GREEN BOND 
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1-3-Aiternative food system (AFN) 

As explained in the previous sectien conventional farming in the Netherlands has faced various sustainability 

challenges. In recent years new food networks has been emerging all over the Europe as an alternative to 

conventional food system. 

There is no concrete definition for alternative food netwerk or (AFN), as different scientist has defined it in 

different ways. But they all "represent a turn trom the industrial world to the damestic world where food is 

embedded in face-to-face-interactions, trust, traditions and each unique place." 1141 

The objective of all alternative food networks is to bring consumer and producers closer together, in order to 

build up a transparent food system. "Renting et al. (2003) call them short food supply chains (SFSC) because 

they cut short the long, anonymous supply chains that characterize an industrial food system." 1151 

1-4-Different types of alternative food networks. 1161 

Alternative food system has been categorized into different forms. Depending on how a scientist defines 

alternative food system, different division of AFNs can be made. 

"Holti171 divides AFNs in: local food, organic food and fair-trade food". In this division, "the type of product that is 

delivered is used as the criteria for groups of AFN." Watts et al (2005 in Holt, 2007) , divides alternative food 

netwerk into two different types, the first one focuses on the product quality and the secend one is about the 

product -origin, which refers to localization of food system. Organic food and fair trade food networks focus on 

the quality of agricultural products. While local food system is about the product -origin. 

Transparency, which is the key element of sustainable food system, is achieved by reducing the (production) 

steps between producers and consumers. Alternative food networks have emerged toshorten the long industrial 

chain of conventional food system. Since Agriculture is the main land use in the Netherlands, establishing 

sustainable agriculture and sustainable food system, will contribute to more sustainable development. 

Agriculture 

Alternative Food Networks 

I 
\V l v l 

Conventional Organic Fa irtrade Local Food 
Agriculture Agriculture Agriculture Systems 
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As explained before, In the 1\letherlands especially after the Second World Warthere has been a physical gap 

between city and countryside as well as a mental gap between urban and rural inhabitants. Prior to industrial 

revolution there used to be astrong link between city and countryside, mainly because urban food was supplied 

in rural area around the city boundaries. 

The main objective of this research is to tigure out if local food system as an alternative to the conventional food 

system can bridge this mental and physical gap. In order to reach this purpose, following questions have been 

set up. 

14 

2-1-Research questions 

1- What is local food system? 

2- Why local food system can be an alternative for Dutch 
conventional food system? 

3- How integrating Ilocal food system in urban development 
of Dutch cities can re-establish the link between city 
and countryside? 

4- What is continuous productive urban landscape? 

5- How to reduce the econom'ic barriers that influence the 
development of local food system? 

GREEN BOND 
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Local Food System 
An alternative to Dutch conventional food system 
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3-1 -Local Food system 

Local food system is an alternative for the global food 

system, in which production, processing, distribution 

and consumption of primarily sustainable farm of 

food, take place within a locality or region. The main 

objective of this food system is to bring consumers 

and producers closer tagether and to reduce the 

production steps between them. There is no concrete 

definition of "Local" and "Local Food System" as the 

size of the locality and the geographical distance 

between producers and consumers differ per region 

and per popuiatien density. 

Local food system is a trust-based relationship 

between producers and consumers, in which local 

food products 

f ()Q("I cJ 1. htJtl on 
r B(ti.tJ I·' I 
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can be easily traceable by consumers and at the 

sametime producers are able to earn a fair income. 

Survey shows that "In the UK, consumers are willing 

to pay up to 25% extra for organic or local products 

because of the added environmental and social 

value."i18l 

"Research by the European cammission has indicated 

that the majority of costurners in Europe are prepared 

to pay the premium for non-genetically modified food 

(European cammission 1998)."1191 lt is obvious that 

local food system will nat replace all imparts of fruit 

and vegetables but it can contribute to a reduction in 

imported food. 1201 
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3-2-Local food system an alternative for Dutch conventional food system 

Conventional farming, the dominant farm of agriculture in the Netherlands, has faced a set of sustainability 

challenges. In the previous section, some of the problems of this system were explained. But how can local 

food system contribute to more food sustainability? Same of the advantages of local food system are described 

below. 

Local Food Systems: 

1-Build transparent food system 

2-Ciose nutrient cycle and Reduce Food Mile 

3-Raise awareness and health 

4-Provide food security 

5-Create job and reereatien for local people 

Build transparent food system 

Transparency means "the extent to which all the 

netchain's stakeholders have a shared understanding 

of, and access to, the product-related information that 

they request, without loss, noise, delay and distartion 

l21 1, this goal can be achieved by reducing the steps in 

food chain, which is one of the elementsof local food 

system. 

Close nutrient cycle and Reduce Food Mile 

The fact that the nutrient cycle in global food system 

is nat closed has caused numerous environmental 

problems. Local food system in contrast emphasizes 

on closing the nutrient cycle within a locality. 

Another "environmental rationale for localizing food 

supply eh a ins is to reduce the impacts of 'food miles'

the distance food travels between being produced 

and being consumed -and so cutting the energy and 

pollulion associated with transporting food around the 

world." l221 

Raise awareness and health 

Local Food systems provide people the opportunity to 

see where, how and when local fresh food is grown; 

this is likely to raise people's awareness of food 

production. By gaining knowledge about food system 

and production techniques, people can differ between 

Healthy fresh food and non-seasonal imported food or 

genetically modified food . 

GREEN BOND 
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Local food system can also contribute to public health. 

By offering healthier food options, and increasing the 

availability of fresh food in communities, local food 

systems encourage people to make healthier food 

choices. "lnvolvement in gardening or horticulture has 

also long been recognized for its power in treating the 

mentally ill." l231 

Provide food security 

As explained befare Dutch Agriculture is highly 

dependent on other countries for importing raw 

materials and exporting agricultural products, 

Thus Dutch current food system cannot guarantee 

food security for urban inhabitants. "Local food 

systems create community food security, in which 

all community residents are able to obtain a safe, 

culturally appropriate, nutritionally-sound diet through 

an economically and environmentally sustainable food 

system that promoles community self-reliance and 

social justice."l241 

Create job and recreation for local people: 

lmplementing local food system in urban areas 

demands Iabour force. Currently there are limited 

job opportunities in urban areas especially for young 

people, werking on the farm can be a starting point 

of entry into the werking world. Local food systems 

also provide safe public recreational spaces for urban 

inhabitants. 

17 
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4-1-Continuous productive urban landscape 

One of the main objectives of Local Food system is to 

bring consumers and producers closer together. By 

providing access to fresh locally grown food, urban 

inhabitants get acquainted with food production as 

wellas other values associated with countryside. Th is 

is likely to bridge the mental gap between urban and 

rural inhabitants. Is it possible to bridge the physical 

gap between city and countryside through local food 

system? 

Urban agriculture is the practice of growing crops 

and raising animals within or around a city, different 

types of urban agriculture like City farms, market 

gardens, allotments, community gardens, etc 

already exist all over the Europe. Although the main 

objective of urban agriculture is producing local food, 

additional dimensions and qualities like recreational 

facilities should be included in the structures of 

urban agriculture to make it more sustainable."This 

composition of production and recreational facilities 

increases the meaningful complexity of the urban 

fabric and is called a productive urban landscape" 1251 

Different types of productive urban landscapes have 

been practiced all over the world , but to establish 

a physical linkage between city and countryside a 

spatial dimension should be added to productivity. 

Continuous productive urban landscape is a design 

strategy for the coherent introduetion of urban 

agriculture to contemporary cities. "lt is a proposal 

of city traversing open spaces, running continuously 

through the built environment thereby connecting all 

kinds of existing inner city open spaces and relating, 

finally, to the surrounding rural area"l261 

Leisure ESCAPE forms a running trom outside 

London to the ThamtJs and to outside London again 

There are various examples in contemporary urban design/planning of bath continuous landscapes and 

productive landscapes. Overlaying the concept of productive urban landscape and the concept of continuous 

urban landscape, create a new urban design/planning concept, which would bridge the physical gap between 

city and countryside by connecting productive urban islands to widely accessible regional landscapes. And 

would bridgethemental gap between urban and rural inhabitants by adding the aspect of agriculture production 

of rural to the urban settlements. 

VILJOEN .A (2005) Argues that CPUL should be considered as essential infrastructure in our future cities like 

roads are now, this infrastructure which is designed primarily for pedestrians and bicycles, provides an ideal and 

appropriate environment for agricultural productionsas wellas a leisure destination for local people. 

The implantation of CPULs will be slow process 1271, mainly because urban food production has to compete 

with other land uses which have a far higher financial return . These economie barriers significantly influence 

the development of urban agriculture. In order to overcome this hurdle extra economie dimensions have to be 

included to the structure of CPULs. 
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5-An introduetion to Urban Agritourism 

Tourism is among the largestand tastest growing industries in the world . Agritourism is a farm of rural tourism which represents 

agriculturallife style as tauristic attraction. In most of the European countries , Rural community especially farmers are under 

economie pressure and urban populations are unaware of the values associated with countryside, Agritourism generates 

new revenue for the farmers and provide agriculturally based experience for the rural travellers . lt also contributes to rural 

development as well as cultural impravement 

The development of Agritourism is dependent on a number of conditions: 

Authentic natura! or cultural landscapes 

Historica! monuments 

Cultural attractions 

Easy Accessibility 

Pedestrian and bicycle network 

Taurist facilities 

Although CPULs are urban landscapes and 

Agritourism has always been a rural tourism 

industry, but according to the above conditions 

development of Agritourism in continuous productive 

urban landscapes is perfectly possible. By including 

Historica! and cultural attractions in the structure of 

CPULs, we strengthen this urban design/planning 

strategy with a strong economie dimension which is 

tourism. 

Overlaying sustainable concept of productive urban 

landscape, spatial concept of continuous urban 

landscape and economie concept of tourism generate 

GREEN BOND 
An Introduet un co Urban AgriCourlsm 

a new form of tourism which could be called Urban 

Agritourism, and Th is push the boundary of Agritourism 

far beyond a rural tourism industry. Urban Agritourism 

has its own unique qualities, type of agricultural based 

experiences that could be had in urban areas are 

different from that of rurals. Establishing this spatial 

linkage between city and countryside not only enable 

urban inhabitants to travel into countryside and rural 

inhabitants to travel to cities, but also, attract damestic 

and foreign tourists. 

23 
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Conclusion 

Local food system is an alternative to Global food system that focuses on bringing 

consumers and producers closer together. lt also provides an opportunity for urban 

inhabitants to get acquainted with food production as well as other values associated 

with countryside. This is likely to bridge the mental gap between urban and rural 

inhabitants, but in order to establish a physical linkage between city and countryside 

a spatial dimension should be added to productivity. 

In this research I used the concept of Continuous productive urban landscapes 

(CPULs), as a form of productive urban landscapes, that, is strengthen with the 

spatial concept of continuous landscapes. CPULs would establish a physicallinkage 

between city and countryside by connecting productive urban islands to widely 

accessible regionallandscapes. Development of CPULs is influenced by economical 

barriers, as urban food production has to compete with other land uses. In order to 

overcome this hurdle extra economie dimensions should be included to the structure 

of CPULs. 

Agritourism is a form of rural tourism which represents agricultural life style as 

touristic attraction. I believe By including Historica! and cultural attractions in the 

structure of CPULs, this urban design/planning strategy would be strengthen with a 

strong economie dimension which is tourism. 

Overlaying sustainable concept of productive 
urban landscape, spatial concept of continuous 
urban landscape and economie concept of 
tourism generate a new form of tourism which 
could be called Urban Agritourism, and Th is push 
the boundary of Agritourism far beyond a rural 
tourism industry. 
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6-1-Location in Maastricht 

Green Bond is a Continuous productive urban landscape, in the northwest side of Maastricht which connects 

the city centre to the regional landscape. What makes Green Bond so distinctive from other Kind Of CPULs 

is that Same Historica! Monuments are included in its structure. What's more, a build i,ng is take a part in this 

System to emphasize that CPULs should nat be justabout urban open spaces. 

As explained befare implementing CPULs is slow process Due tothefact that they need to compete withother 

urban land uses, thus existing urban green ,city farms , vacant plots, non polluted Brownfields are precious 

; several steps were taken to find the perfect site. The site was chosen next to the industrial site of Belvedere, 

with the purpose of revitalizing the local area. 

The Design process was started with Site Analysis, befare planning for the CPUL it was crucial to tigure out the 

place of existing city natures, urban farms, green neighbourhoods, vacant plots, non polluted Brownfields as 

well as recreational places and tauristic monuments in the area. 

The following pages are the result of Site Analysis, and wil I end up with the concept plan of the green bond. 
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6-3-Green Bond 

34 GREEN BOND 
An Introduetion to Urban Agritourism 



Food Experience Centre 
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Frame Work 

Due to the broadness of this project it's crucial to set up a 

Design frame work from the very beginning. 

This project can be carried out kom different perspectives, 

such asAgriculture, Urban Planning, Building technology, etc. 

As explained befare the most fundamental objectives of local 

,food system are directly related to people. Like: Feeding local 

people, people Awareness, people health, people interaction 

(relationship between consumers and producers), etc. 

Thus, it would be interesting to have a people- oriented 

perspective in this project. The fact that lndustrial design is a 

very user -oriented profession, made me decide to work with 

the department of industrial design. 

This project is the result of collaboration between 

Architecture and industrial design Department 
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7-1-lntroduction to the existing building 

Recycling waste and reusing abandoned buildings are of great importance to the concept of sustainable 

developments, In Designing green bond, I intentionally included an empty industrial building to emphasize that 

urban agriculture is nat limited to urban open spaces and could be an option of re- using empty industrial spaces 

and Brownfields. 

In order to reuse and revitalize an abandoned industrial building through urban agriculture, it has to be proved 

that the building is nat polluted and contaminated . 

This bui'lding is a non-polluted empty industrial building located in the industrial zone of Belvedere in the narth

west side of Maastricht. H was built in 1965 as a warehouse for VROOM & DREESMANN company, gradually 

some new parts were added to the building for the need of additional starage spaces. The whole area of this 

concrete skeleton building is 6500 m2 , lncluding several starage spaces and garages which are located on the 

ground floor and offices on the First floor. 
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Existing Building 
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Existing Building's Picture 
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Slorage Spaces 

. . 

Ground Floor Plan 

Slorage Space 

First Floor Plan 

GREEN BOND 
An Introduetion to Urbim Agritourism 

IT
" I 

t 

. . 

1 

41 



Elevations 

Front Elevation 

Back Elevation 

Elsvation 

Sectiens 
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7 -2-Food Experience Centre 

As the existence of local food system is dependent on the support of (local) people, and the support of (local) people 

is highly dependent on !heir awareness about food system, it is crucial to provide an environment in which people can 

experience the whole chain of local food system, this experience is likely to raise public awareness about food production, 

and this encourage people to take healthier food choices. 

Food Experience centre is a complex in which one can experience the whole chain of Local Food System, including 

production, processing, distribution and consumption. The goal of this project is to benefit Local food producers by offering 

them a distribution space for !heir products, and benefit the (local) consumers by providing them healthier food options. 
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7-3-How to offer this experience? 

Food experience centre provide people variety of experiences in which people get acquainted with the whole chain of local 

food system. Local food system consistsof tour major steps, including Production, processing, distri bution and consumption, 

thus different spaces of this building are designed to raise people's awareness about one or more steps of this chain. 

In below, the spaces of the building are categorized according1 to the kind of experience they provide: 

Production 

Green House Beekeeping Roof Garden 

Processing 
Restaurant (Kitchen) Community Kitchen Cooking Workshop 

Distri bution 

Consumption 

Community kitchen Restaurant Culinary Event 
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7-4- Whoare the Food Experience centre's target groups? 

"A Target group is a specific group of consumers at which a company aims its products and services" . l281 Target 

groups of food experience centre can be divided into two main categories: 

Local target groups 

Visitor target groups 

LocaiTargetgroups 

Local Target groups of Food Experience Centre are generally all (local) people who are conscious about what 

they eat or eager to be conscious about what they eat, all the (local) people who put high enough value on 

healthy and nutritious food .ihese people can be divided into three major categories although the combination 

of these categories is very possible. 

Apart trom being conscious a bout their food, theses target groups are either: 

The people who have enough time: As the whole idea of food experience centre is to raise people's 

consciousness about Food and its nutritional value through a slow experience. 

The people whohave enough money: As buying local fresh food or eating in a slow food restaurant 

is most likely to be more expensive than buying imported or processed food in Super markets or 

eating in a fast food restaurant. 

People who put high enough value totheir health: As some people may not have enough time 

to spend on this slow experience or may even have nat enough money to go to this centre trequently, 

But the fact that they put value to their health eneaurages them to have this experience or buy their 

groceries from this market once in a while. 

Visitor target groups or Tourists 

The fact that this building is an innovative experience Centre makes it a taurist attraction . Apart from that it is 

located on a tauristic road . Thus Tourists are an important target group for this building. They can be tourists 

from other countries who come to Maastricht for the eventof ECOC, or people whoare nat living so far and are 

able to come to this building during weekend. 
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7--5-An introduetion to the building's spaces 

Slow Food Restaurant 

Slow food restaurant is a restaurant which works directly with a green house, the idea of combining the restaurant with the 

greenhouse is to raise people's awareness about food production as wellas creating an innovative experience environment. 

People can piek !heir Food ingredients (if available) from the greenhouse. The Slow food restaurant provides people the 

complete experience of local food system , from production in the green house , processing in the kitchen , and to finally 

consumption in the restaurant. 

:~ 
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Market 

The existence of local food system is highly dependent on the existence of a convenient distribution space, the 

food experience centre's market benefits consumers by providing them healthier food choices, and benefits 

producers by providing them an opportune distribution space. The fact that most of the spaces of the building 

are directly or indirectly related to food market makes it a dynamic space, community kitchen, children cooking 

class and cooking workshop are very related to the food market The market attracts people to these spaces 

and these spaces attract people to the market And this make this centre more responsive . 

Section D-ID 

. . . 
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Community Kitchen 
Community kitchen is a well equipped 

kitchen that is designed tor the public usage. 

People can cook in this kitchen with the 

help of experienced chef and it raise people 

knowledge and awareness about healthy 

and nutritious food .lt is a perfect place tor 

people who don't have a convenient place 

tor cooking and don't know how to cook. For 

example a student who has a birthday party 

and wants to invite some people, but doesn't 

have a suitable place tor partying ,a suitable 

kitchen tor cooking and also doesn't know 

how to cook. 

Community kitchen provide him a well equipped kitchen as well as a chef who teach him how to cook and a big terrace tor 

partying. And having all these amazing opportunities is affordable and doesn't cast a big amount of money. 

,.. 

-
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Children cooking class 

Children cooking class is a fun oriented cooking workshop in which children can learn some basic cooking 

lessons. lt distinguishes itself from typical children playground in markets, because apart from reereatien it 

provides an educational food experience for children. 

· _;~ 

I . lJ 
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Culinary workshop 

Culinary workshop is a place in which people can learn how to cook nutritious slow food. Since this workshop 

is wel I- connected bath physically and visually to the market, attracts people to join this workshop. 

First\Fiood~lan 
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Bee Keeping 

The idea of including bee keeping in the experience 

centre is to raise people's awareness about bee 

production. And to teach them how to produce honey 

in their own gardens or roof tops, "A Beginner's Guide 

for tips on placing hives, choosing the right equipment, 

hives -- and, finding the best bees." 

SeeondtEioor Plan 
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7 -6-Material 

As experience centre is a place that promate local food system and local energy , it is meaningful if we u se 

local material in designing the building .one of the biggest recycled palletfactoryin Maastricht is located next 

to the Building. Thus I decided to use recycled pallet and recycled wood in designing the building . Apart from 

being local material, using recycled materials also contributes to more sustainable development. 
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8-2-Terminology 

Conventional Agriculture 

An industrialized agricultural system characterized by 

mechanization, monocultures, and the use of synthetic 

inputs such as chemica! fertilizers and pesticides, with 

an emphasis on maximizing productivity and profitability. 

lndustrialized agriculture has become "conventional" only 

within the last 60 or so years (since World War 11). 111 

Urban Agriculture 

Urban agriculture can be defined shortly as the growing of 

plants and the raising of animals within and around cities. 121 

In most cases urban farming is about local food production. 

However, by producing local food, urban agriculture 

can simultaneously provide green space, energy, care, 

education or recreation for city dwellers. 131 

Food System 

A food system includes all processes and infrastructure 

involved in feeding a population: growing, harvesting, 

processing, packaging, transporting, marketing, 

consumption, and disposal of food and food-related items. 

lt also includes the inputs needed and outputs generaled at 

each of these steps. 171 

Food mile 

Food miles is a term which refers to the distance food is 

transporled trom the time of its production until it .reaches the 

consumer. Food miles are one factor used when assessing 

the environmental impact of food, including the impact on 

global warming. 181 

Green infrastructure Sustainable Food System 

Green lnfrastructure (GI) is a strategically planned and A food system in which everyone has financial and physical 

delivered network of high quality green spaces and other access to culturally appropriate, affordable, nutritious food 

environmental features. lt should be designed and managed that was grown and transporled without degrading the 

as a multifunctional resource capable of delivering a wide natural environment, and in which the general population 

range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local understands nutrition and the food system in generaL 191 

communities . Green lnfrastructure includes urban farms, 

parks, open spaces, playing fields, woodlands, allotments 

and private gardens. 141 

Brownfield Local' Food system 

Brownfields are fermer industrial or business properties A system of producing, processing, and trading, primarily 

where redevelopment or reuse may be complicated of organic and sustainable forms of food production, where 

by the presence of, or potential for, health hazards or the physical and economie activity is largely contained and 

toxic chemicals. They are often found in low income controlled within the locality or region where it was produced, 

neighbourhoods, such as industrial areas of inner cities. 151 which delivers health, economie, environmental and social 

Generally considered to be a primary souree of new land benefits to the communities in those areas. 1101 

for development in existing, and especially post industrial 

cities, currently being used as sites for new urban buildings. 

Suitable for CPUL, if appropriate soil conditions exist, or 

if contaminated soil is treated or renewed in areas where 

edible crops will be grown. 161 
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Food Safety 

Food safety is a scientific discipline describing handling, 

preparation, and storage of food in ways that prevent 

foodborne illness. This includes a number of routines 

that should be foliowed to avoid potentially severe health 

hazards. 111 1 

Supermarket Food 

Relies on importation of crops trom around the world to 

provide the maximum choice for consumers. 1121 

FastFood 

Fastfood is the term given to food that can be prepared and 

served very quickly. While any meal with low preparatien 

time can be considered to be tast food, typically the term 

refers to food sold in a restaurant or store with preheated 

or precooked ingredients, and served to the customer in a 

packaged form for take-ouUtake-away. 1131 

Slow Food 

Slow Food is an international movement and organization 

founded in Paris in 1989 by a group of food lovers. Slow 

Food promotes a vision designed to counter the drift toward 

poor-quality tast food and poor eating habits. The group aims 

to make people more conscious and responsible about what 

they eat, in terms of both the taste of food and the way it is 

produced. 1141 
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