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The project focuses on the redevelopment of an industrial 
site of a particular character... 
The “Gleisdreieck”, as it is called, is a wye located in the 
midst of a dense railway network in the North part of 
the city of Kassel, Germany. Due to its geographical and 
infrastructural secluded-ness there is no possibility for 
reintegration within the city fabric. On one hand that is 
precisely what contributes to its special character; it is vir-
tually invisible due to the large amounts of vegetation in 
and around it. Yet, on the other hand the current access 
fails to offer a pleasant, recreational welcome for neither 
pedestrians, nor bicyclists. 

In order to revive the Gleisdreieck area one needs to create 
some virtual connection with the city and more impor-
tantly a program that would trigger the inhabitants and 
tourists of Kassel to venture inside and explore the site. 
This could be achieved by creating an engaging and in-
teresting program combined with an inviting route, while 
utilizing the potential of the wild vegetation already pre-
sent to create a post-industrial park. 

The new design for Gleisdreieck involves the introduction 
of a recreational biking route to the site using an aban-
doned railroad track and the addition of required fa-
cilities within the existing structural context in order to 
accommodate the new flexible functions on site. Both de-
sign components reflect on the growing need to reuse for-
mer industrial sites whose close proximity to city centres 
makes them vulnerable for deconstructive processes. The 
aim of the project is to illustrate how the true potential of 
one such site could be realized through adaptive reuse, 
rehabilitating it while at the same time preserving its his-
torical importance for future generations.  

Abstract
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Once upon a time in Hessen 
there was a town along the 
great river Fulda of great eco-
nomic, political and cultural 
importance. It was a place of 
beauty and splendor, home of 
the Landgraves who ordered 
the construction of long straight 
boulevards, magnificent castles 
bordering with endless park-
lands on the hills and rivers 
there. The allure of the town 
was so overwhelming that it in-
spired painters and poets alike 
[fig.1.2]. In that way through-
out its over a millennium long 
history the town accumulated 
great architectural and cultural 
wealth. 
The town I am speaking of is 
located in the center of present 
day’s Germany: Kassel. 

Its story, however, doesn’t end 
there...

A Short History
During the second half of the 
19th century the town under-
went great changes as a result 
of the industrial revolution. De-
spite it being a little late in Kas-
sel compared to other German 
towns, it still flourished. As a 
result the urban fabric expand-
ed rapidly in order to accom-
modate the numerous factories 
and the workers that accompa-
nied them. The town grew in 
area, density and population to 
quadruple its size in less than 
hundred years 1. It had become 
a city. The railways, which 
were introduced parallel with 
the industrial developments,  

Once upon a time in Hessen...
The story of a once magnificent town

Fig. 1.2
Johann Erdmann Hummel
Schloss Wilhelmshöhe mit 

dem Habichtswald, c. 1800.

Fig. 1.1 (opposite)
Map of Kassel indicating 

its two large parks on both 
ends of the city in dark 

green. Wilhelmshöhe Berg-
park to left and Karlsaue 

Park to the right. These are 
the oldest and largest green 

lots of Kassel that qualify as 
parks and have been built 

as such.
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connected Kassel to the rest of 
Germany, facilitating its further 
economic growth. 
It was that industrial success 
that became the city’s downfall. 

After the rise of the National 
Socialist Party and the start of 
the Second World War, Kassel 
was assigned a new role: the fa-
cilitation of the war machine. In 
the 1930’s all of the industries in 
Kassel’s premises were adopted 
for the production of military 
equipment, so when the Allied 
Forces air-raided the city in 
1943 those were naturally the 
first targets. Not only the facto-
ries themselves were destroyed 
but also the homes of the work-
ers, annihilating about 60% of 
the city 2.
The devastation left by the war 

had changed Kassel forever. 
Despite the attempts, such as 
“Kassel Baut Auf”, to rebuild the 
city in a better, modern way the 
nostalgia for the past’s gran-
deur still lingers in the minds of 
Kassel’s inhabitants.

Parks as Survivors
The war had mainly affected 
the buildigns of the city but 
what was left untouched is that, 
which would not classify as ur-
ban fabric and was therefore 
never a target for bombing.    
What I mean isn’t a metaphor 
but the physical presence of 
city’s great historical parks: the 
Wilhelmshöhe Bergpark to the 
West and the Karlsaue Park to 
the East [fig.1.1].
These parks have survived as 
evidence of Kassel’s glorious 

Fig: 1.3
A collage showing internet’s 
most popular image results 
for Kassel (clockwise from 
top-left): Orangerie at the 

Karlsaue Park, Hercules 
monument at the Wilhelms-
höhe Bergpark, Löwenburg, 

view from the Hercules 
down.

“Kassel Baut Auf” or “Kas-
sel Rebuilds” is a  1946 

exhibition that showed a 
new plan of a  completely 
rearranged city morphol-

ogy.  Although the plan was 
never executed, other plans 

were drawn up 3 years 
later by Wolfgang Bangert 
and Werner Hasper for an 
equally drastic alteration.
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Fig. 1.4 
The view as one first enters 
the center of Kassel by pub-
lic transport.

past and it comes to no surprise 
that today they are the centre-
pieces of the city’s internation-
ally advertised image [fig.1.3]. 
The parks and the palaces with-
in, most of which were dam-
aged during the war and are 
now completely restored, are in 
that sense the pearls of Kassel. 
However, the reality is of a dif-
ferent nature. 

Kassel Today
When one first enters the city 
center by public transport one 
is immediately struck by the 
large quanitiy of 50’s modern 
architecture, especially in the 
city center [fig.1.4]. These are 
results of post-war ambitions to 
denounce the past by demolish-
ing the damaged buildings and 
erecting new ones instead.

What we see here is the city’s 
willingness to be an important 
industrial and economic power 
expressed through modernism.
On the other hand Kassel dis-
tinguishes itself as having a 
central role in the international 
art scene by hosting the world’s 
biggest contemporary art exhi-
bition “documenta” every five 
years. The main venues then 
are always within the old pal-
aces and the parks, linking the 
contemporary to the classical 
and the baroque. This is the ro-
mantic sentiment that prevails 
in Kassel and it surely creates 
an interesting contrast to the 
future-oriented modernistic 
drive mentioned above. This is 
an exceptional duality, which 
manifests itself in the form of 
juxtaposed architectural styles.
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Inspiration
The idea for this project was 
spawned from the fascination 
with this duality. I developed 
this fascination during the 
M3 research, which focused 
on Kassel’s large 18th century 
parks in relation to the city. It 
revealed that among all things 
transcendent such as man-
made artefacts, social structures 
and ideals, the parks, as living 
organisms, seem to overcome 
time’s ruinous effects. 
Such living organisms follow 
their own generic order and 
dissolve man-made structures 
into ruin. The site chosen for 
this design exercise is a perfect 
example of this process. In a se-
cluded area in the North of Kas-
sel, the site has become a self-
made park after barely a decade 
and a half of its abandonment. 
Some unique topographical 
features combined with the in-

dustrial heritage of Kassel make 
this area perfect for designing a 
route of discovery moments.

The questions asked during this 
exploration include: 

- Will the borderline between 
industrialization and romanti-
cism be revealed by transform-
ing and reviving an abandoned 
train depot? 
- Could an overgrown area be 
used as a contemporary land-
scape park?
- Could a route be created, 
which by leading through a 
sequence of visual discoveries 
to an event area would conse-
quently become a rechanrging 
element for the North of Kassel? 

In the following chapters I shall 
explain the steps of my design 
that took me through the Route 
to Revival. 
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II. Analysis
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From the beginning of the pro-
ject I had decided that the cho-
sen location would have to be 
prone to adaptive reuse. In oth-
er words, it would be a building 
or a site that is abandoned or in 
the state of decay. For the same 
reason I directed my attention 
to the area just North of Kas-
sel’s former central station. 

Hauptbahnhof
Since the opening of the new 
central station Kassel-Wil-
helmshöhe in 1991 [fig.2.2] to 
accommodate the ICE rail line, 
the Hauptbahnhof had lost its 
function as the main intercity 
railway hub. After the com-
pletion of the new station, the 
Kassel municipality initiated 
the regeneration and refurbish-
ment of the old station with the 

aim of reviving the area around 
it. A major renovation in 1995 
radically transformed the for-
mer Hauptbahnhof. The transfor-
mation incorporated space for 
cultural and art events within 
the building, including a gallery 
and two cinemas, rendering it a 
brand new art venue location in 
time for documenta X, and giv-
ing it the name Kulturbahnhof. 
Today it services some regional 
trains, as well the “RegioTram” 
line of the Deutsche Bahn.

Despite all that, with the loss of 
its original function, many of the 
supporting structures and fa-
cilities around the Kulturbahnhof 
were no longer needed. Empty 
platforms and abandoned ware-
houses is what  was left of the 
once busy station [fig. 2.3]. 

1. Choice of Location
“ We’re not lost. We’re locationally challenged.” 

~ John M. Ford

Fig. 2.3
Large empty stretches of 
land littered with aban-
doned railway tracks is 

what is left of the once busy 
train station.

Image showing the North 
wing of the Haubtbahnhof.

Fig. 2.1 (opposite top)
Diagram showing the vari-

ous areas in and around the 
Rothenditmold.

Fig. 2.2 (opposite bottom)
Map of the central portion 

of Kassel. Indicated in red is 
the Wilhelmshöhe railway 

station; industrial areas are 
shown in dark gray.
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One such facility pertaining to 
the old central station is a wye, 
located at the railway junction 
about two kilometers West of 
it. Similarly to the other railway 
facilities in the North, it was 
slowly abandoned as the cen-
tral station was relocated.

This wye, or in German Gleis-
dreieck, is the location chosen 
for this project. In this chapter 
I will put forth the many char-
acteristics of this particular lo-
cation that back up the choice. 
These characteristics could be-
come strengths through apply-
ing the appropriate design.

Rothenditmold District
The Rothenditmold is a district 
in Kassel located to the North-
west of the city center and the 
Hauptbahnhof. What is notable 
here is the fact that less than 
half of the district’s area is re-
served for residential use, while 

the rest is largely occupied by 
industry [fig.2.1]. Considering 
the location of the complex in 
relation to the city’s infrastruc-
ture, that ratio seems as an ap-
propriate use of the land. To the 
West and South the Rothendit-
mold is bordered by thick rail-
way strips, to the West lies the 
city’s central cemetery and to 
the North it borders with some 
lighter industry. 

The district is home to one of the 
larger industrial complexes in 
Kassel, Henschel Mittefeld in the 
North. It also houses the histori-
cal locomotive factory Henschel 
Werke Rothenditmold and the 
still operating weapons indus-
try of Krauss-Maffei Wegmann. 
The Gleisdreieck, the area that 
is subject to this design project 
is also officially part of the Roth-
enditmold district [fig.2.4].
In a city of approximately 
195,000 inhabitants (stats. 2011) 

Fig. 2.4
The red line indicates 

the official border of the 
Rothenditmold district. The 

large industrial complex 
Henschel-Mittefeld to the 

North and the Gleisdreieck 
make up about half of the 

district’s area.
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the Rothenditmold is a relative-
ly small residential district in 
terms of population with just 
over 6500 inhabitants (2010). 
Average age of the inhabitants 
is 37.4, which is low compared 
to the city average of 42.4 (2011). 
Also, the district has the largest 
percentage of unemployment in 
the whole city: 23.3% compared 
to city average of 11.2% (2011). 
Because of its proximity to the 
city center the Kassel communi-
ties have shown interest in re-
cent years to recharge the area. 
For example in 2010 the city 
newspaper Kassel-Zeitung pub-
lished a document “Stärken vor 
Ort-Projekt” that advertized the 
neighborhood and in early 2011 
produced a documentary inter-
viewing the inhabitants about 
the benefits of living there. 1

Infrastructure
Infrastructure can divide areas, 
such as the thick strip of railway 
tracks leading to the Hauptbah-
nhof proves but lack of infra-
structure could also divide. 
Today only two main roads 
connect  the Rothenditmold to 
the center of Kassel: the Tannen-
strasse and the Wolfhangerstrasse, 
both of which pass above the 
railways with bridges [fig. 2.7]. 
The reason for that is the histori-
cal development of the railways. 
At the time of their construction 
in the mid-19th century, that part 
of the city was reserved primar-
ily for industry, which was pro-
vided with all the necessary in-
frastructure by the railways. 
One historical tunnel at the end 
of the one-way Schillerstrasse 
[fig.2.5] is the third possible 
connection between the city 

Fig. 2.5 
(clockwise from top left):
A one way 2.5m tall historic 
tunnel under the single rail-
road track at the end of the 
Schillerstrasse; 
Man-made rock walls 
holding the dense strip of 
railroad tracks leading to 
the Hauptbahnhof; 
Along the Schillerstrasse 
one walks between thick 
vegetation with the railways 
behind and a fenced out 
industrial terrain.
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Fig. 2.9 (below)
Diagram showing the Gleis-
dreieck and its link to the 
rest of the city. 

center and the Rothenditmold by 
crossing the railways. 
Because of its narrow profile 
and picturesque surroundings, 
the Kassel municipality has 
expressed plans to convert the 
one-way-traffic Schillerstrasse 
into a bike trail. 

Landscape
So far we discussed three fac-
tors that divide the North from 
South in Kassel and in particu-
lar the Rothenditmold form the 
center and the South of the city: 
the thick bands of railways, the 
very few connecting roadways 
and the large areas occupied by 
off-limits industry. Yet, perhaps 
the biggest influence on these 
developments was Kassel’s 
natural topography, charcrter-
ized by many hills and uneven 
surfaces. 
In this case, the largest influ-
ence on the developments in 
and around the Rothenditmold 
was the Tannenwäldchen hill. 
Formally known as the Kratzen-
berg, it is a limestone forma-
tion that rises to the South of 
the Rothenditmold valley from 
about 175m above sea level at 
the valley to about 212m at the 

Opposite page:

Fig. 2.6 (above)
Railways (red) and industry 
(dark gray).

Fig. 2.7 (middle)
Railways (red), main roads 
and streets (black).

Fig. 2.8 (bottom)
Railways (red), greenery 
and topographical height 
lines (green).

Tannenwäldchen’s highest point 
[fig.2.8].
It is logical that the South side of 
the hill will be preferred by the 
early inhabitants of Kassel to ex-
pand the city in that direction. 
Consequently, the North slopes 
was left wild and undeveloped 
until the railways entered the 
city. The foot of the Tannenwäld-
chen provided a good void space 
for the railways to be laid out. 

A New Circuit
After considering all the chal-
lenges the North of Kassel pos-
es, I have come to see the loca-
tion of the project site as one 
with an enormous potential. An 
urban intervention at the trian-
gle could create a new circuit 
through Kassel [fig.2.9].
It largely depends on the func-
tion assigned to the site to es-
tablish its effect on Kassel’s art 
and culture scene. Thanks to 
the existing railway connec-
tions around the Gleisdreieck, 
a virtual proximity to all other 
cultural venues in Kassel could 
be established with a minimum 
amount of transformations.
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“Gleisdreieck”, literally meaning 
“railway triangle” is the German 
name given for a wye. It is also 
the name that identifies the in-
dustrial site in Kassel that is the 
protagonist of this project. In 
the following paragraphs I will 
first define that triangular site’s 
characteristics before describ-
ing it in its current state.  

Industrial Site
An industrial site or district, as 
opposed to commercial or resi-
dential one, is characterized by 
containing specialized build-
ings  and artefacts pertaining 
to any industrial activity.  We 
shall identify the Gleisdreieck as 
industrial for a few reasons: it is 
remote, it has a large foot print 
compared to the rest of the city, 
specialized equipment is scat-
tered around the site, it has a 
“no trespassing” policy, the site 
can be potentially hazardous 
for a common pedestrian, it 

contains function-oriented ar-
chitecture and finally it is scaled 
beyond human proportion to 
accommodate machinery, such 
as steam locomotives and elec-
tric trains.

Wye
A wye in the context of railways 
(and not in plumbing) is a trian-
gular arrangement of railway 
tracks, which is used to facilitate 
train movements in a junction. 
It could also be used to reverse 
the direction of a train by allow-
ing it to go backwards into the 
junction and then forward into 
the opposite direction. 
In a typical wye arrangement 
[Fig.2.10] the junction tends to 
be large enough to allow for a 
lot of free space in between the 
tracks. That is mostly due to the 
fact that trains require a lot of 
space to maneuver. 
That free space is most com-
monly utilized by the railways 
companies for such things as 
storage, train repairs and ser-
vices. 
The Gleisdreieck in Kassel is no 
different in that respect. We 
could therefore call it a typical 
wye. 

Location
At the foot of the Northern 
slopes of the Tannenwäldchen, 
hidden from sight behind thick 
trees and bush, lies the Gleis-
dreieck, a railroad wye, not far 

2. The Hidden Triangle

Fig. 2.10
Diagram showing the ar-

rangement of a simple wye. 
Because trains are very dif-
ficult to maneuver, the arc 
radius of the turning rails 

is very large, leavig a lot of 
free space in the middle of 

the junction. 
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to the West of the city center 
[fig.2.11]. Only when one takes 
the time to pause when crossing 
the bridge at the Tannenstrasse 
above the thick railway belt, a 
brief glimpse of the site is of-
fered to the viewer [fig.2.16 & 
fig.2.17].

Despite it being so close to the 
heart of the city the area is in al-

most complete isolation. Thick 
belts of railway tracks that rise 
to about six meters high above 
the level of the triangular site, 
surrounding it completely on 
three sides. 
There is only one road leading 
to the site, which passes under-
neath the railroad strip at the 
eastern border of the site. The 
tunnel, only about 3 m wide and 

Fig. 2.11 
At the foot of the Tannen-
wäldchen hill lies a “hidden 
triangle”.

Fig. 2.12 (below)
The Gleisdreieck.
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Fig. 2.15
The same switch tower 

about 20 years back. Con-
structed in 1908, it was still 

in use in 1992.

Fig. 2.14
A switch tower at the Gleis-

dreieck. Today it is almost 
hidden from sight, since it is 

surrounded by bushes and 
trees and slowly falling into 

disrepair.

about 80 m long is barely visible 
to an observer on the outside 
[fig.2.13]

The site is currently abandoned. 
While originally used for train 
and locomotive maintenance 
and storage, the site is now an 
overgrown ruin. 
Due to neglect and lack of main-
tenance, the vegetation had 
growth so thick  that a lot of the 
small buildings and machinery, 
which were scattered around 
the site have become home to 
various flora and fauna. This 
effect is reminiscent of the way 
coral reefs form on and around 
shipwrecks. 
Thanks to the already men-
tioned isolation of the site and 
the coral reef effect, the Gleis-
dreieck has become a kind of 
Biotope, meaning a well defined 
area that is uniform in its envi-
ronmental conditions and in its 
animal and plant life. 

Field Trip Observations
During a visit to the Gleis-
dreieck in the summer of 2012 I 
observed a lot of details around 
the site that made an impression 
on me. Decaying man-made ob-

Fig. 2.13 
The tunnel towards the 

Gleisdreieck.
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Fig. 2.16
Gleisdreieck in the 90’s. 
View from the Tannen-
strasse. The entrance tolarge 
train shed that occupies the 
terrain is visible in the far 
distance.

Fig. 2.17
Gleisdreieck today. View 
from the Tannenstrasse. 
The train shed is hardly 
visdible behind the thick 
vegetation. 

jects, peculiar vegetation and 
and newly formed water habi-
tats were all traces of the the 
“coral reef”phenomenon. 
During that visit I set out to 
categorize all those details into 
5 groups: vegetation, water, in-
frastructure, objects and finally 
buildings [fig.2.18 through to 
fig.2.29]. 
Vegetation is found in great 
variety, including fruit-bearing 
trees and bushes [fig. 2.18]. It is 
remarkable how quickly plants 
could take over such a site. 
Only after about fifteen years 

of abandonment, some of the 
railroad tracks are not even vis-
ible underneath the thick blan-
ket of moss and leaves [fig.2.19, 
fig.2.24]. 
Water is another vital element of 
the natural environment could 
be found at a number of places 
at the Gleisdreieck as well. Here 
are some of the elements found 
on site that contained water:
- rain water collected in ground 
hollows;
-water in old hollow machinery;
- the Angerbach stream just out-
side the area to the East.
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Fig. 2.20
Some plants have adapted 

so well to the man-made 
environment that they have 
literary  grown into objects.

Fig. 2.19
Railways disappear and 

re-appear underneath leaves 
and moss. The concrete in 
between is slowly disinte-

grating.

Fig. 2.18
Vegatation has grown thick 

in the Gleisdreieck, even 
fruit-bearing trees and 

bushes have found nourish-
ing soil.
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Fig. 2.23
A new habitat is breeding 
around the water silos. 

Fig. 2.22
Water silos, pipes and ma-
chinery with the appropri-
ate backdrop of more water.

Fig. 2.21
Any open water-tight 
container fills up with rain-
water eventually. 
Unfortunately, natural 
decay is not the only vice 
in an abandoned place. 
Vandalism could cause a 
lot of mess and speed up the 
decay process.
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Fig. 2.26
A spectacular entry to the 

site from the rail-only tun-
nel, like entering a gorge of 

concrete pillars. 

Fig. 2.25
A second rail-only tunnel 

offers opportunities for ad-
ditional access to the site.

Fig. 2.24
Railways disappear in 

bushes, only to reappear 
elsewhere.
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Fig. 2.29
A railway rotary platform 
is one of the largest pieces 
of machinery on site and 
perhaps the most intrigu-
ing, mostly because such 
contraptions were typical of 
the steam engine’s time are 
not produced any more. 

Fig. 2.28
A decaying wagon hides 
among the thick vegetation. 
The level of disintegration 
is so great, that this object 
is almost assimilated with 
nature.

Fig. 2.27
Piles of coal linger around 
the site, reminding us of the 
times of the steam locomo-
tive engine.
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Naturlly infrastructure plays a 
major role in the site. Together 
with the thick vegetation the 
half-buried rails on the ground 
act as forest paths, leading one’s 
gaze to the paths beyond. Due 
to the reduced visibility of all 
paths, one never knows where 
the path will end or if it would 
merge with another railway 
track. The trees sourrounding 
the infrastructural elements 
form a tunnel vision and en-
closure, which creates a melan-
cholic and mysterious atmos-
phere [fig.2.34 & fig.2.35]. Here 
are some of the infrastructure 
elements observed:
- railroads;
- railway rotary platforms also 
as machinery;
- roads  and tunnels;
- footpaths.

Objects and machinery lay scat-
tered around the site, acting as 
reminders of all the activity that 
used to take place there. With a 
mental map of these objects one 
could think of a dozen stories 
that would romanicize the im-
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Fig. 2.33
The various buildings pre-

sent at the Gleisdreieck and 
their corresponding former 

functions. 

Fig. 2.30
Service building for 

Deutsche Bahn personnel, 
the locker rooms.

Fig. 2.31
Part of the electricity shed 
with rebuilt rooms on the 

upper floor.

Fig. 2.32
Side facade of the sleeping 

quarters for site personnel.
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Fig. 2.34 (left)
The “tunnel of love” is a 
railways track near the 
town of Kleven, Ukraine. 
Surrounded by naturally oc-
curing bushes and trees, it is 
sought-after local romantic 
retreat.

Fig. 2.35 (right)
The railway tracks at the 
Gleisdreieck create a similar 
romantic atmosphere.

Fig. 2.36 (below)
Mind map of the Gleis-
dreieck, created after 
conducting observations in 
and around the site.

age of the past. The types of ob-
jects found:
- objects related to the former 
function of the area, such as 
switches, time tables, coal de-
posits;
- contemporary waste like spray 
cans, water bottles;

The largest objects on site are the 
abandoned buildings [fig.2.30, 
fig.2.31 and fig.2.32]. Besides 
the main train depot, there are 
number of service buildings on 
site, such as the sleeping quar-
ters for the Deutsche Bahn per-
sonnel, a switch tower and a 
small electric plant. 
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Lokschuppen
The Lokomotiv schuppen, mean-
ing literally “Locomotive En-
gine Shed” is the largest struc-
ture at the Gleisdreieck. With 
an area of about 8000 m2 it is 
now only about half the size of 
what it once was. 
It was built about 100 years ago 
in the 19th century industrial 
style. The industrial architec-
ture of that period is character-
ized by large floor spaces pro-
vided by large steel trusses.

Façades
For example it is a standing 
example of late 19th and early 
20th century industrial archi-
tecture. The façade ornaments 
offer clues as to the origin of the 

Fig. 2.38
Railway tracks entering 

the Lokschuppen at its east 
faaçde.

Fink Truss or a French 
truss, as it is also called, is 

one of the most widely used 
truss types. The fink truss 
is used in predominantly 
industrial buildings and 

hangars in order to provide 
a large unobstructed space. 

building’s designer. 
It is inevitable to notice the 
similarities between the Loks-
chuppen façade ornaments and 
the façades of the Rothendit-
mold Henschel Factory [fig.2.37 
& fig.2.39]. Even though both 
buildings were meant as pure-
ly utilitarian, the façade orna-
ments, evidence of early 20th 
century craftsmanship, give the 
m unique identities, which to-
day one could link to Henschel 
and the years of indistrial pros-
perity in Kassel. 

Construction
Currently 22 rows of Fink 
(French) trusses hold the roof 
structure above the ground, 
each spanning 18-20 m. 

Every row contains 4 such 
trusses in a line, connected by a 
shared supporting steel column. 
Each column is held in place 
by dozens of rivets, typical for 
early 20th century steel columns. 
The foot of every column is wid-
ened by a curvature in the pro-
file [fig.2.44]. 

Fig. 2.37
Historical image of Henschel 

Rothenditmold locomotive 
factory. The architectural 

style coinsides with that of 
the Lokschuppen.
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Fig. 2.40
Lokschuppen measurements  
made by hand, includ-
ing window width, façade 
shape, brick dimensions, etc.

Fig. 2.41
Additional hand measure-
ments with an impression 
of the possible rail path that 
could be created.

Fig. 2.39
Lokschuppen North façade.
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Fig. 2.45 (below left)
A locomotive inside the 

Lokschuppen back when the 
building was still opera-

tional.

Fig. 2.46 (below right)
The interior of the Loks-

chuppen today, devoid of 
locomotives  and trains.

Fig. 2.44
The original steel columns of 

the building with a curva-
ture in the lower end.

The distance between two such 
truss systems (of the 22 in the 
whole building) is wide enough 
to fit a train in between. There-
fore railways run into the build-
ing in between the trusses and 
in direction parallel to them.

Interior
The interior of the Lokschuppen 
is naturally suited to accommo-
date large machinery and many 
locomotive engines. If the con-
struction is the indication, then 

the building was able to acom-
modate 21 rows of engines. 

The lowered park of the floor in 
the middle of the building was 
where a sliding platform was 
housed, which was used to dis-
tribute the trains from track to 
track [fig.2.43].

Fig. 2.42 (opposite top)
3D model of the Lokschup-

pen with the construction 
clearly visible.

Fig. 2.43 (opposite bottom) 
Photo showing the interior 

of the Lokschuppen, includ-
ing the section with lowered 
floor. The yellow steel in the 

foreground is part of the 
distribution platform.
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Industrial Rail Links
As already mentioned in the in-
troduction, the industry of Kas-
sel had played a very defining 
role not only in its growth but 
also in its devastation during 
the Second World War.  
Because the industry in Kassel 
developed relatively late, the 
railway connections developed 
more or less parallel to the in-
dustrial growth in the city. This 
meant that when the first lines 
were opened, they were not 
only intended for passengers 
but also for a large part for car-
go transport.

When the railways were first in-
troduced in Kassel in 1848, con-
struction of two stations bagan  
simulteneously: the Haupt-
bahnhof, the central passenger 
station of Kassel and also a 
separate cargo platform, called 
Ünterstadtbahnhof. 
A single rail line led to the car-
go platform and it extended 
further, directly through the 
town’s streets, towards the old 
Henschel factory on the Hollän-

discher Platz [fig.2.53].
As Henschel moved to its new 
location in the Rothenditmold, 
that additional rail line was dis-
mantled. 
In the past few decades Kassel 
has started to rely more and 
more on trucks for cargo trans-
portations, leaving many of the 
railroad tracks in disuse. 

Henschel & Son in the North
The importance of the Henschel 
for the industrial development 
of Kassel cannot be stressed 
enough. In the second half of 
the 19th century Prussian in-
vestments in the area’s mining 
boosted the industry and cre-
ated the need for railway con-
nections. Henschel & Son had 
already begum the production 
of steam locomotives in their 
metal foundry, at the river 
Ahna; a small branching stream 
of the Fulda.
That was the second factory lo-
cation of the firm and is where 
currently the University of Kas-
sel is located. The “Giesshaus” 
cupola is what remains of the 

3. Historical Development 
from industrial paradise to a new district morphology

Fig. 2.47 (left)
The Henschel logo, such 

as engraved on all of their 
locomotives.

Fig. 2.48 (right)
As chematic drawing of the 

first locomotive Hen-
schel  built in 1845, called 

“drache”. 
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Fig. 4.49
TheHauptbahnhof before 
the devastation of the war. 
The central station at the 
time, it was built between 
1851 and 1856.

original building and today it 
stands as a cherished monu-
ment to Henschel and Kassel’s 
industrial past.
Below is a short list of impor-
tant benchmarks in the history 
of Henschel & Son.

1810 - the first  metal foundry 
firm Henschel & Son was estab-
lished
1835 - Henschel & Sohn relocat-
ed the foundry to just outside 
the city to make use of the water 
from the Ahna stream for cool-
ing. A year later the company 
started producing machinery.
1845 - Henschel developed 
its first steam-locomotive the 
‘Drache’ [fig.2.48]
1848 to 1852 - the first railways 
were laid out in and around 
Kassel. Henschel & Son took 

advantage of that situation and 
directed their resources into the 
production of steam locomo-
tives. They soon became one of 
the largest producers of steam 
locomotive engines in Germa-
ny. 
1873 - a new factory opened for 
the production of locomotive 
engines in Rothenditmold. 
1913 - Henschel started produc-
ing military equipment to fuel 
the army of Nazi Germnay. 

Thanks to the work of Henschel 
the railway in Kassel has ac-
quired a rather symbolic role. 
It served as the main artery for 
industry triggering its growth, 
which in turn profited the city’s 
physical and economic grwoth. 

Fig. 4.50
TheHauptbahnhof rebuilt in 
the years after the war.
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Fig. 2.51
1835 - the his-

torical center is 
clustered mostly on 

the West bank of 
the river Fulda.  

Fig. 2.52
1902  - the city has 

expanded further 
westwards and the 
first rail lines have 
penetrated into the 

North of the city

Fig. 2.53
1924  - more 

industry has been 
built around the 

railways in the 
North part of the 

city, while the 
rail lines have 

multiplied.
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Fig. 2.54
1955 - The city 
was rebuilt in the 
50’s. This resulted 
in major changes 
in the road infra-
structure of the 
city. The rail line 
to Holländischer 
Platz wasclosed. 
The Rothendit-
mold district was 
filled with a mix 
of housing and 
industry. 

Fig. 2.55
1974 - the city 
and railways have 
further densified. 
Major industries 
have moved to the 
far South and East 
of the city (not 
shown on map). 

Fig. 2.56
1993 - A lot of 
the industries 
in the North of 
Kassel have been 
abandoned. The 
central station was 
moved to the West 
part of the city, 
resulting in further 
abadonment of the 
rail lines leading 
into the city. 
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The formation of the Gleisdreieck 
did not happen overnight. It 
took more than a centuty be-
fore it had become the isolated 
piece of land it is today [fig. 2.63 
- 2.67]. 

In the beginning of the 19th cen-
tury there were still no railways 
in Kassel. It was only about 
1848 that the first tracks were 
laid out. The wye had formed 
as soon as the first tracks were 
placed, since the railways ran 
from North to South and Kassel 
has a terminal station, which re-
quires a diversion.
An old roadwork existed to 
connect the Rothenberg and 
Rotheditmold, which were 
small settlements at the time.
About half a century after the 
construction of the main rail-
way lines in Kassel, the space 
within the wye was still devoid 
of any function. In some wyes 
the space is left desolate due 
to its enclosure and isolation 

caused by the infrastructure, 
however in Kassel that was not 
the case. 
The historical road, which used 
to connect the small settlements 
of the area, used to pass directly 
through. [fig.2.63] Later it was 
closed to the West. The East 
passage is still used today as a 
tunnel access leading to the site.

It was only in the 1920’s that the 
Deutsche Bahn started to make 
use of the space of the Gleis-
dreieck for train maintenance, 
this is one typical use of such 
wyes, since the infrastructure 
is already established and the 
land could not really be used for 
any other function. 

By the mid-20th century addi-
tional buildings were construct-
ed and the railway infrastruc-
ture grew considerably since 
the early 1900’s.
The Rundschuppen was dam-
aged during the bombings of 

4. Birth of the Gleisdreieck

Fig. 2.57 (below left)
To the left the central engine 
shed is visible in its original 
state. Two chimneys used to 

stand on the sides of the build-
ing presumingly to facilitate the 
letting out of locomotive steam.

Fig. 2.58 (below right)
A locomotive is leaving the 

Gleisdreieck towards the North. 
The Lokschuppen is visible in 

the background.
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World War II but the building 
was not demolished until the 
70s. 
A railway rotary platform is 
visible in front of it [fig.2.65], 
one of the three that were con-
structed on the site. Such rotary 
platforms were invented to ser-
vice some of the first steam en-
gines, which were only capable 
of moving in one direction.
However with the demolition 
of the Rundschuppen [fig.2.60 
& fig.2.61], that adjacent rail ro-
tary platform was also removed 
and the hole it left was filled. 
Today that area is mostly flat 
and vacant, safe for a few gas 
containers pertaining to a fuel 
station along the rails. 

By the 90’s more transforma-
tions had taken place at the 
Gleisdreieck, the biggest one of 
which was the reduction of the 
Lokschuppen building. Cur-
rently the largest building on 
site, it was considerably larger 
in the 70’s before its partial 
demolition [fig.2.57]. 
It is suspected that a portion 
of the building was damaged 
during World War II and the 
Deutsche Bahn had decided that 
it would be more efficient if the 
damaged portion is removed in-
stead of repaired. That explains 
the odd East façade, which is 
built in a different style than the 
rest of the building [fig.2.59].

Below:

Fig. 2.60 (left)
Rundschuppen (The Round 
Shed) before its demolition.

Fig. 2.61 (right)
The chimney of the Runds-
chuppen being demolished.

Fig. 2.59
The East façade of the Lok-
schuppen is different than 
the rest.
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Fig. 2.62 
1835 - the map shows 

empty land  at the foot of 
the Kratzenberg.

Fig. 2.63
1902 - the first railway 

tracks have been laid out, 
creating the wye. A single 

road (indicated in red) 
crosses the site.  

Fig. 2.64
1924 - buildings have 

emerged within the newly 
formed wye. 
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Fig. 2.65
1955 - Rundschuppen is 
indicated in red. In the 
decade that followed it was 
demolished together with 
one oft he three rail rotary 
platform on site.

Fig. 2.66 
1974 - Indicated in red is 
the portion of the Lokschup-
pen that will be demolished 
in the following years, leav-
ing it merely half its original 
size. 
Also, the railway strip to the 
East has become consider-
ably denser.

Fig. 2.67
1993 - the state of the site 
before its abandonment. 
The Lokschuppen has been 
reduced in szie and four 
water silos have been added 
in the Southwest corner of 
the site.
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New developments are quickly 
taking shape in Kassel. With 
documenta attracting artists 
and influences from across the 
globe, the resulting transfor-
mations could be seen directly 
onto Kassel’s streetscapes. 
Industrial reuse is a popular 
topic among artists and young 
architects and already Kassel’s 
old industrial complexes to the 
East across the river Fulda, such 
as Salzmann & Co., are being 
transformed into cultural hot-
spots.

On the West side of the river 
some abandoned industrial 
buildings are also being reused 
to profit the neighborhood. For 
example some of the abandoned 
buildings of the old Heschel lo-
comotive factory are currently 
used as a second hand schop-
ping center and an art and cul-
ture skatepark center. [fig.2.68]

ORT.SCHAFFT.IDEËN
In April 2012 a competition was 
launged by four students from 
the University of Kassel.
It was aimed at connecting and 
recharging the residential areas 
just Northwest of the city cent-
er, namely central Rothenditmold 
and the Schillerkwartier. 

The aim of the competition is 
to provide a cost-effective tem-
porary architecture or an urban 
intervention for the chosen lo-
cations in the above mentioned 
residential districts. The compe-
tition was open for architects, 
urban and landscape planners, 
designers, craftsmen, artists, 
creators, and the city’s residents.
 
The implementation of the win-
ning teams’ deisgns took place 
between 11 and 17 August 2012. 
Some of the results were tem-
porary, while others were more 
permanent [fig. 2.70]. 
 
The designs are supposed to 
provide inspiration and facili-
tation of further urban devel-
opment. The competition was 
a tool to seek ideas that would 
help the  particular environ-
ment, have a special architectur-
al or artistic value and integrate 
into the existing urban fabric.

5. Northern Kassel Today
“...hope is beginning to grow that Kassel may become an attractive city...”

~ Stefan Schweizer

Fig. 2.68
The skatepark logo shows 

that despite the recent 
developments, the industrial 

heritage of the site is still 
recognized.
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Another problem on an ur-
ban scale is that the city center 
seems to ‘dissolve’ towards the 
North from the central station. 
Besides the very troubling silent 
vacancy there, this area lacks all 
urban definition. The ring road 
loses its street profile in a dras-
tic disintegration of the sur-
rounding urban blocks. Despite 
some new cultural programmes 
that aim to recharge the area, 
such as Documenta’s Kultur-
bahnhof of 1992 and the newer 
Nachrichtenmeisterei launched 
in 2003, this area remains one of 
the biggest challenges for urban 
regeneration. 

Fig. 2.70
Reflective sheets were placed 
on the peak of a historical 
industrial chimney, remind-
ing us of its meaning in the 
context of Rothenditmold’s 
industrial background.

Fig. 2.69 (above)
The ORT.SCHAFFT.IDEËN  
competition was aimed at 
two districts in Kassel that 
are in need of regeneration.
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Nachrichtenmeisterei
The most successful develop-
ment at the current Kulturbah-
nhof is the Nachrichtenmeisterei 
located in abandoned spaces 
throughout the former central 
station. 
In 2003 a project was launched, 
which involved renting out va-
cant spaces from the Deutsche 
Bahn to designers, movie mak-
ers and visual artists. The ini-
tiative was so successful that 
in 2008 it fueled the foundation 
of the Nachrichtenmeisterei GbR 
by two individuals: Alexandra 
Berge and Sebastian Fleiter. 
Today that project is flourish-
ing, especially thanks to its in-
volvement with documenta 13 of 
2012.
Perhaps the most distinguished 
developments are around the 
South and North wings of the 
station.

The South wing houses the 
headquarters of the Nach-
richenmeisterei [fig. 2.71], while 
the North wing is a subject to 
more recent developments. An 
abandoned  train platform and 
storage facilities there have only 
recently bagan to give way to 
cultural and social projects. For 
example during documenta 13 
theplatform was transformed 
into a temporary café bar 
[fig.2.73 & fig. 2.74], while the 
cargo compartments on along 
the route to the bar were used 
as exhibition spaces. 

Fig. 2.72 (right)
A n abandoned platform in 

the North Wing of Kultur-
bahnhof

Fig. 2.73 & Fig. 2.74 (below)
The same platform during 

documenta XIII of 2012. 
With minimum interven-

tions the site has been trans-
formed into a lively café.

Fig. 2.71
Photo of the Nachrichten-

meisterei building
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III. Theory & 
Case Studies



5454

Park definition

1. An area of land set aside for 
public use, as: 

a. A piece of land with few or 
no buildings within or adjoining a 
town, maintained for recreational 
and ornamental purposes.

b. A landscaped city square.
c. A large tract of rural land 

kept in its natural state and usu-
ally reserved for the enjoyment and 
recreation of visitors.1

In my M3 research I attempted 
to define the typical German 
garden using the examples of 
the Auepark and the Wilhelm-
höhe Bergpark in Kassel. As 
already mentioned in the in-
troduction, both are of great 
historical importance to the city 
and the mere fact that as parks, 
they are home to vegetation 
and not buildings has helped 
them survive through the mul-
tiple waves of destruction that 
Kassel had suffered throughout 
its history. 
A park is like an organism in 
the sense that it is a self-repair-
ing and self-cleansing structure. 
Man could cultivate a part of it 
or multiple parts of it but if left 
untouched it would establish 
its own natural order in a mar-
ginal amount of time.
Since funding to build and 
maintain parks is becoming 
more and more challenging in 
today’s capitallistic economy, 

city centers are left mostly de-
void of vital greenery. If, howev-
er, an abandoned location such 
as the Gleisdreieck is opened to 
the public, its naturally occur-
ing wild vegetation could pro-
vide the required ‘escape’ to its 
visitors. The new park’s mainte-
nance will therefore be minimal 
and affordable.  
In that sense the ‘Gleisdreieck’ 
is already imparked by the rail-
way that formed it in the first 
place. It is a site full of potential 
to become more than just a se-
cluded garden.

The Picturesque Tradition
According to John Ruskin, a Vic-
torian art critic and writer,  the 
picturesque “consists in the mere 
sublimity of the rent, or fractures, 
or stains, or vegetation, which as-
similate the architecture with the 
work of Nature.” 2 

So he effectively believed that 
natural order or structural disor-
der caused by nature is sublime. 
The overwhelming complexity 
put forth by a seemingly chaotic 
organization is what creates the 
sublime effect.
Ruskin goes as far as to say that 
unless there are marks of age on 
a building, it cannot be consid-
ered beautiful:  

“Beauty is most commonly incon-
sistent with the preservation of 
original character.” 3

1. Defining the Space
“To impark an area of land is to enclose it with a barrier, which may be permeable or 

semi-permeable.” 
~ T. Turner, 1996
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It is out of such considerations 
that the site of the Gleisdreieck 
was chosen and an approach 
of minimum alterations to the 
original structural fabric would 
be the most apporopriate de-
sign approach. 
All that is already there, vegeta-
tions and decaying man-made 
matter alike is what creates the 
picturesque quality of the site. 

Modern Park Typology
In 17th and 18th century land-
scape designs, the emphasis 
was always on man’s ability ex-
ert control over nature; to yield 
it to his will. 
The difference between the 
17thand 18th century park de-
signs and today’s parks is that 
city parks are no longer at the 
urban edges attempting to 
“tame” the landscape beyond 
but instead are found within 
the city’s borders as places for 
rest among the busy urban 
streetscapes.4

Today’s park typology goes be-
yond plant and path arrange-
ments. A park needs to have a 
program in order for it to be a 
successful social area. 
This proposal is about reinvent-
ing the landscape park typol-
ogy to document and to reflect 
on the knowledge of this cen-
tury.
An emerging park typology 
typical of our time is the one, 
which has reclaimed derelict 
and exploited land. Further-
more the contemporary park 
typology often has a program, 
either incorporating cultural 
events in the design or leaving 
the necessary space for other ac-
tivities to emerge ‘organically’.

Infrastructure and Leftover 
Spaces
Infrastructure creates connec-
tions but it could also divide at 
the same time. In their book The 
Landscape of Contemporary Infra-
structure (2010), Kelly Shannon 
and Marcel Smets describe the 
effects infrastructural elements 
have on their surroundings:
“Inevitably and unavoidably, infra-
structure fundamentally changes 
the original situation of  a territory. 
While establishing a connection, it 
produces a rupture.” 5 

Furthermore, the laying out of 
infrastructure has the inevita-
ble effect of creating leftover 
spaces. This fact had been rec-
ognized already in the 19th cen-
tury.6 For example, the German 
urban planner and Cologne’s 
chief engineer Joseph Stübben 
schemtized such left over spac-
es around traffic links  in order 
to create a clear manual for city 
planning in his work “Städte-
bau” of 1890.
It is striking that more than a 
century later, many infrastruc-
tural arteries (such as our case 
in Kassel) still act as dividing 
elements, while the land in and 
around them is left vacant.

The Gleisdreieck and the rail-
ways that surround it create a 
physical division in Kassel’s 
landscape,  which nevertheless 
offers the opportunity for devel-
opment. Moreover, the site has 
the true potential of becoming a 
new connector.
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The Cedar Lake Park consists 
of a long bicycle and pedestrian 
trail, which connects downtown 
Minneapolis to St. Louis Park. 
The trail passes through a large 
wild area in the middle where 
Cedar Lake is located, one of a 
large chain of lakes between the 
twin cities of Minneapolis and 
St. Paul. 

Trail follows the former rail-
road lines of the Great North-
ern Railway and the Minneapo-
lis and St. Louis Railway.
When Burlington Northern 
started removing railway tracks 
in 1986, the freed up land was 
let for development. 
A group of locals were op-
posed to those plans since they 
wished to preserve the land 
as a nature sanctuary and so 
they formed the “Save Cedar 
Park”association, which later 
grew and was renamed to “Ce-
dar Lake Park Association, Inc.”
Without that public activism 
the trail would have never been 
realized. 

In 1992 the abandoned railway 
was converted to a seven-kil-
ometer long trail for bicyclists 
and pedestrians. Combined 
with the chain of lakes and 
parkland surrounding that trail, 
it is one of the most successful 
public endeavours in the state’s 
history.

Even though unlike most rails-
to-trails projects the Cedar lake 
trail has an active railway run-
ning alongside it, it is still de-
scribed by the locals as spacious, 
clean, tranquil and poetic.7

The Cedar Lake Park is largely 
untamed compared to the other 
parks in the area , giving a more 
natural feel and reinforcing the 
beauty of its recreational trail.

“Cedar Lake Park is a place to pre-
serve, nurture, and sustain through 
the next century and beyond.”

~ The Cedar Lake Park Association

2. Cedar Lake Park and Trail
“A park is not just a place. It’s a philosophy. It’s a gathering place - the commons of the 

neighbourhoods.”
~ David Fisher 

Cedar Lake Park and Trail
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

USA.

Landscape Architect: 
Jones & Jones

Architect: 
Richard Haag Associates

Date: 
1992 - 1996

David Fischer is a superin-
tendent of the Minneapolis 
Park and Recreation Board 
and was a key figure in the 
collaboration between the 

public and the city council. 
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Fig. 3.1
Photo of the trail.

Fig. 3.2 (below)
Map of the park .

Fig. # 
image explanations, notes, 
legends etc.Ugitae videre 
cullaborro volum iuntist que 
latur sant veligni milliqui 
sus, in eum quatem explita 
dis pla dempos au aborend 
itaepratur mi, nobitae dunt
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The Landschaftspark in the 
North of Duisburg is the site of 
a former blast furnace of Thys-
sen seelworks. 
During the golden economic 
years after the Idustrial Revolu-
tion when the demand for steel 
grew drastically, Duisburg and 
the entire Rhur region of west-
ern Germany was the country’s 
economic engine. 
However in the second half 
of the 20th century  changes in 
the global market caused a lot 
of industries to relocate. As a 
result, in 1985, after more than 
80 years of steel production, the 
blast furnace industry in Mei-
derich was put to a standstill 
due to Europe’s excess supplies 
on the steel market.
When the blast furnaces of the 
Thyssen steel factory went cold 
they were scheduled for dis-
mantling.
Perhaps for different reasons 
as in the Cedar Lake  example 
but it was here as well that the 
public had a major influence in 
the preservation of the site for 
recreational use. 
The citizens of Duisburg did not 
support the idea of the entire 
site being broken down espe-
cially when it contained monu-
ments of industrial achieve-
ments. Following a number of 
public actions, the International 
Building Exhibition Emscher 
Park (IBA) put forward about 
100 projects in order to improve 

the area around the Rhur Dis-
trict and turn it into a healthier 
environment. After winning 
the international competition 
the Landscape Architects and 
Urban Planners Latz & Part-
ner (whose office is incidently 
in Kassel) put together 9 par-
tial projects, and realized them 
in collaboration with the locals 
between 1990 and 2002 to form 
what is today the “Landschaft-
spark Duisburg Nord” (Land-
scape Park Duisburg-North). 

The concept of the project incor-
porates creating a park on the 
site of former industry while 
at the same time respecting the 
presence of all structures and 
creating a new, more natural 
relationship between man and 
machine, nature and industry. 
The project has won numer-
ous prizes, among which the 
Grande Medaille d´Urbanisme 
de l’ Académie d´Architecture 
Paris (2001).

One of the qualities that have 
made the mark such a success 
was the concept of natural de-
cay and adaptive reuse and 
the balance in between.  At the 
Landschaftspark plants are able 
to slowly take over the build-
ings and the machinery on site, 
while the more permanent in-
dustrial elements are being re-
used with a new recreational 
purpose. 

3. Landschaftspark Duisburg-Nord

Landschaftspark Duisburg-
Nord

Duisburg, Germany.

Landscape Architect: 
Latz+Partners

Date: 
1990-2002
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For example old railway tracks 
that used to carry wagons of 
iron ore and minerals, today 
are leading the main paths 
across the park; bunkers that 
contained raw materials for 

steel production are now used 
as playgrounds and climbing 
walls and an old gasometer is 
filled with water and used to-
day for exercises by a diving as-
sociation. 

Fig. 3.3
Railways lead reacreational 
paths across the park.

Fig. 3.4 (below)
Map of the Lanschaftspark 
Duisburg-Nord with “rail-
way promenades” indicated 
in green.
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IV. Design
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“Industry’s exodus has dealt a 
severe blow to urban areas, now 
empty shells of their former selves, 
pockmarked with vacant, dete-
riorating buildings, victims of the 
transformation of the labor force 
and changing methods of distri-
bution of goods. Left in their wake 
were rotting piers, abandoned fac-
tories, and empty, collapsing ware-
houses, often near city centers.” 1

Because of the very particular 
nature of the site and the exist-
ing buildings involved there, 
the design would have to re-
spond appropriately to the is-
sues put forth by the site’s ex-
ceptional characteristics. Being 
an abandoned industrial site in 
close proximity to the city cent-
er, the design will aim at reviv-
ing it through adaptive reuse 
while retaining its industrial 
heritage. This means that the 
correct formula for achieving 
this goal will be assigning an 
appropriate new function to the 
site and adapting an old struc-
ture of historical importance to 
accommodate that function by 
adding new elements to it.
Before we dive into the design 
itself, let us briefly discuss the 
above-mentioned concepts, 
which are currently widely 
discussed in the contemporary 
architecture and planning com-
munities.

Reuse
In the past decades the topic 
of reuse of industrial heritage 
sites has been growing in im-
portance among city planners 
and municipalities alike. Since 
industrial sites at the turn of the 
previous century were located 
at the edge of towns, with the 
exponential urban growth of 
the past century, the same in-
dustrial sites have ended up in 
the midst of the urban fabric. 
Economic growth on the other 
hand has caused small indus-
tries to close and the large in-
dustrial complexes to move out 
of their historical sites of origin 
into the city outskirts or even 
other countries. 
The result is the inevitable 
abandonment of industrial sites 
which are close to city centers. 
Abandoned industrial sites can 
then become breeding grounds 
for crime and if left entirely un-
treated, environmental hazards. 
Their unprecedented proxim-
ity calls upon action from mu-
nicipalities in order to revitalize 
those areas, not by reassigning 
the land but by reusing what 
is already there in an adaptive 
way.

Adaptive Reuse
Adaptive reuse is commonly 
defined as the use of an old, 
abandoned site or individual 
building for a purpose that is 
essentially different from its 

1. Concepts
“The term ‘reuse’ is intimately linked to the word ‘design’: design that aims to discover, 

to make use of and safeguard our architectural past.”
~ Irene Curulli, 2011.
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original function.2 That process 
would commonly require some 
sort of transformation and/or 
modification that would help 
accommodate the new func-
tion. The advantages of adap-
tive reuse are numerous. In the 
context of preserving historical 
heritage, adaptive reuse offers 
two things: 
1. Restoration and preservation 
of the buildings of historical 
importance by assigning them 
new functions;
2. Rehabilitation of the entire 
site, ensuring its future use and 
maintenance. 

As opposed to pure historic and 
monument conservation where 
such sites would require large 
government funding for their 
maintenance due to their lack 
of function, adaptive reuse ap-
plied to sites of historical im-
portance would help them be 
more economically self-sustain-
ing, while evolving together 
with the needs of their adjacent 
districts. In that sense adaptive 
reuse helps a district or city to 
“adopt” and “orphaned” an 
abandoned industrial site.

Art and Tourism

“Two powerful economic develop-
ment partners, art and tourism, 
often work together to rescue aban-
doned industrial buildings and 
sites and infuse life into moribund 
areas.”
~ Carol Berens in Redeveloping 
Industrial Sites [p.xii]

Art and tourism and let us add 
recreation to the formula. That 
is what the new Gleisdreieck 

should house in order for the 
area to be revived and saved 
from radical redevelopments 
such as demolition. 
It is of a vital importance that 
the new function assigned to 
the intervention of the old site is 
appropriate for its context. That 
is why a careful examination 
was made of the desired char-
acteristics of that new function. 
Here is the list put together pri-
or to assigning a function to the 
site. The new function should:
- require minor to no refurbish-
ment of the existing buildings;
- be very flexible, allowing for 
future developments;
- contain all the basic facilities 
for a large scope of activities 
(such as lavatories, office space 
and a kitchen);
-  involve art or music in its 
program in order to vitalize the 
area and to create a trigger for 
visitors.
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As we already discussed in 
chapter two the project location 
in the North of Kassel has an 
enormous potential to not only 
add to all the current devel-
opments that are taking place 
there but also to connect them 
into a continuous chain of ac-
tivities and events along an im-
portant historical trail. 

This is where the railway comes 
into play. And we will focus on 
a single rail line that diverts 
from the thick railway belt lead-
ing to the Hauptbahnhof in the 
North-east and reaches all the 
way to the Holländischestrasse in 
the heart of Northern Kassel.
Leading to a separate cargo 
platform, called Ünterstadt-
bahnhof, the rail line was built 
to extend as far as the former 
Henschel factory on the Hol-
ländischer Platz (the site of the 
current university). This rail 
line runs separately to all the 
rest and it is currently com-
pletely abandoned. The cargo 

platform is also no longer in 
use for the railways, although a 
construction materials company 
has taken over some of the de-
pot buildings and established 
its cargo hub on the side of the 
road [fig.4.3].

Because of its historic function 
as a cargo rail line, the trail cuts 
through a lot of industrial sites 
in the North of Kassel, some of 
them active, such as the Krauss-
Maffei Wegmann and, and oth-
ers abandoned like the Henschel 
Rothenditmold locomotive fac-
tory.
The bridges and tunnels along 
the track are also of histori-
cal value, since they represent 
the craftsmanship of German 
civil construction of the mid-
19th century. These elements 
give the trail a very picturesque 
character and they reinforce the 
historicity of the route, despite 
the fact that no train passenger
was meant to experience the 
route.

2. Trail Across Northern Kassel

Fig. 4.1 (below) 
The signle railway track 

splits into several lines near 
the former cargo platform 
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Fig. 4.3
Building materials com-
pany has taken over the old 
warehouses at Ünterstadt-
bahnhof.

Fig. 4.4 
End of the line
The rail line ends abruptly 
on a platform bordering 
with the Holländische 
Strasse about six meters 
above street level.

Fig. 4.2 (above)
Aerial view of the Ünter-
stadtbahnhof area.
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Now, however, that could be 
changed and the potential of 
the trail could be realized to its 
fullest. Therefore, as a part of 
the design concept I propose 
the establishment of a bike trail 
along the abandoned rail line. 

The Bike Path
Seemingly straight paths in 
Kassel, such as the Wilhelms-
höhe Allee are only straight in 
plan. However, when viewed 
at ground level a different real-
ity is revealed [fig. 4.6]. Kassel 
is an extrememly uneven city. 
Thanks to its location between 
the Karlberg mountain and the 

river Fulda, that comes to no 
surprise. So many roads would 
follow the curvature of the land-
scape up and down, despite 
them running in a straight path. 
The new bike trail leading to 
the Gleisdreieck is no exception. 
Most railway tracks are laid out 
on the flattest plots of land and 
where that is not possible, the 
land is flattened artificially to 
make way for the rails.
Despite all that, the Northern 
trail still goes over some uneven 
sections. In addition it alternates 
between tunnels and bridges as 
it reaches interceptions with the 
roads connecting the South to 
the North in Kassel.

Legend

  bike trail

    over or under pass

  bike rental station

0 100 200 300 400 500

Fig. 4.8
Trail accross Northern 

Kassel

Fig. 4.7
Concept sketch of all the 

connection leading to and 
from the Gleisdreieck.

Fig. 4.6 (opposite)
Impression of the bike trail 
from the former cargo sta-

tion towards the Gleis-
dreieck. 
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Fig. 4.9
An (unsuccessful) option of 
converting a railway track 

into a bike route with mini-
mum intervention.

This contributes to the isola-
tion of the track from the sur-
rounding landscape and infra-
structure. This is one property 
that the trail has in common 
with the Gleisdreieck. The at-
mosphere along that rail line is 
that of peace and tranquility as 
in the overgrown derelict wye. 
The creation of a recreational 
path across Northern Kassel 
will directly affect the percep-
tion of the Gleisdreieck, render-
ing it more a park, rather than 
a dividing and unused strip of 
infrastructure.
The creation of a recreational 
path across Northern Kassel 
will directly affect the percep-
tion of the Gleisdreieck, ren-
dering it more of a park, rather 
than an overgrown abandoned 
area. 
But how could this, over three 
kilometers long railway trail, be 
made accessible  for pedestrians 
and for recreational bicyclists?

The American Rails-to-Trails 
association has been devising 
ways to convert unused miles 
of railway tracks into practi-

cal bike trails in the easiest way 
possible since its initiation in the  
1960’s. While their most used 
method is the removal of the 
rails in order to utilize the space 
underneath, other more creative 
solutions have emerged in over 
50 years of rail to trail conver-
tion [fig.4.10].
Another country which has 
been converting railways to bi-
cycle tracks is Belgium. While 
the USA has the largest rail-
road network in the world (over 
220,000 km)3, Belgium has the 
thickest. 

How could the trail be convert-
ed into a bike path without re-
moving the rails and without a 
major transformation. 
The answer here lies in the 
concept of adaptive reuse. A 
material from elsewhere could 
be used to create a flat surface 
in between the rails. The ideal 
solution here would be found 
in the excess material which 
is abundant among the dis-
used buildings and machinery 
around the Gleisdreieck. In that 
way the connection between 
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site and trail will be reinforced 
even further. 
Currently, most of the build-
ings present there are complete-
ly abandoned and to prevent 
vandalism their window open-
ings have been barred with gi-
ant steel plates [fig.4.10]. After 
the site’s conversion those will 

be no longer needed. Instead of 
disposing of them, they could 
serve as a trail surface if placed 
on top of the rail sleepers. With 
reinforcement on the sides with 
recycled rubber the trail could 
take shape in a sustainable way 
[fig.4.15]. 

Fig. 4.10
The Lokschuppen’s many 
windows are barred with 
many dozens of steel plates, 
which could be re-used onto 
the bike path. 

Fig. 4.11 (below left)
A single steel plate

Fig. 4.12 (below right)
Recycled Rubber sheets
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With these simple alterations 
the new trail across Northern 
Kassel will serve several func-
tions, such as: 
1. an access route to the Gleis-
dreieck and the activities there; 
2. a cultural and historic trail 
passing through some of the 
main (former) industries in 
Northern Kassel;
3. a “living” and functional 
monument to Kassel’s indus-
trial past;
4. a part of a new sustainable in-
frastructural network that will 
focus on cyclists. 

The last function is a real issue 
in the municipality’s agenda, 
so designing to accommodate 
these plans is of vital impor-
tance.
A sustainable approach com-
bines with the adaptive reuse 
of existing infrastrucure is what 
would make this bike trail not 
only an obvious solution to the 
site’s access problem but also a 
necessary one. 

Fig. 4.15
Detailed cross-section of the 

bike trail along the North 
Kassel railway.

Fig. 4.13  (opposite top)
Impression of the new bike 

trail. View directly after the 
exiting the tunnel leading 

away from the Gleisdreieck.

Fig. 4.14 (opposite bottom)
Impression of the new bike 
trail. View before entering 

the tunnel leading to the 
Gleisdreieck.
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A park is like an organism in 
the sense that it is a self-repair-
ing and self-cleansing structure. 
Man could cultivate a part of it 
or multiple parts of it but if left 
untouched it would establish its 
own natural order in a marginal
amount of time.
Since funding for building and 
maintaining parks is becoming 
more and more challenging in 
today’s capitalistic world, city 
centers are left mostly devoid of 
vital greenery. If, however, an 
abandoned location such as the

3. Gleisdreieck Industrial Ruin Park

Fig. 4.19
A varying landscape at the 

Gleisdreieck offers possibili-
ties for the creation of very 

interesting foot paths. 

Opposite page: 

Fig. 4.16 (above)
An impression of the foot 
paths in the Gleisdreieck 

next to one of the rail rotary 
platforms. The water silos 

are visible in the back-
ground. 

Fig. 4.17 (below) 
Map of the Gleisdreieck 
including the interven-

tions. All the rails are also 
indicated. Each one has the 

potential for becoming a 
new foot path.

Gleisdreieck is opened to the 
public, its naturally occuring 
wild vegetation could provide 
the required ‘green escape’ 
to its visitors. The new park’s 
maintenance will therefore be 
minimal and affordable.
Etymologically, a park is an 
area that is set aside by some 
physical or virtual border, 
protecting it from the outside 
world. In that sense the ‘Gleis-
dreieck’ is already imparked by 
the railway that formed it in the
first place. 

Fig. 4.18
Weathered Black Locust 

planks placed directly on the 
ground.
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The Gleisdreieck offers the 
stage for an interesting confron-
tation between the natural and 
the man-made world. The rusty 
railways seems to be piercing 
through the vegetation hori-
zontally while the vegetation 
pierces through the railways 
vertically. 
As a part of this design, I pro-
pose the creation of series of 
pedestrian paths, which would 
utilize the existing network of 
railways. 
This transformation would be 
done through a simple addition 
of wooden elements in between 
the railway tracks [fig.4.21].

Material - Black Locust 
(Latin: Robinia pseudoacacia)
Black Locust is a tree sort orini-
ating from North America. Due 
to its rapid growth rate and 

its wood’s durable nature it is 
considered one of the most sus-
tainable tree sorts. Thanks to its 
incredible resistance to decay 
and corrosion it was brought to 
Europe centuries ago to be used 
for ship building 1.
The wood is “naturally treat-
ed”; it is very hard, long-last-
ing and resistent to rot, so it is 
ideal for outdoors application. 
Futhermore it has the property 
of decolorizing according to 
the amount of sun it has been 
exposed to 2. In a wooded en-
vironment that would mean 
that patches of gray will slowly 
emerge as the wood ages, giving 
it a wonderful “natural patina”3 

.[fig. 4.18]
For all the above metioned rea-
sons that is perhaps the best 
material to create the footpath 
surface. 

Fig. 4.21
A detailed section of a foot 

path. 

Fig. 4.20 (opposite page)
An impression depicting the 

railway tracks in use after 
their transformation into 

foot paths
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Decay is often considered a 
negative notion but in fact de-
cay is really the first step to life. 
Closely bound to the natural 
cycle of life and death as the 
decaying matter often provides 
nourishment for living organ-
isms, one could even say that 
without decay there can be no 
new life. 
When considering man-made 
structures, decay is nothing 
more than the first stage of nat-
ural regeneration. 
While this is a positive thing for 
the growth and development 
of a park, it could spell disaster 
for buildings of historical im-
portance, which have lost their 
functions. Therefore it is of vital   
importance that such buildings 
be reused in an adaptive way if 

they are to be preserved for fu-
ture generations.  
The Lokschuppen building is 
the main object of interest at 
the project site. It is incredibly 
large and capable of housing 
a demanding function such as 
an event hall. However, some 
intervention needs to be ap-
plied in order to accommodate 
any facilities that come with the 
new function. The question that 
needs to be answered here in 
what form should that interven-
tion take place.

We already considered adap-
tive reuse as an appropriate 
design strategy. Reuse is often 
regarded as a countering force 
to preservation, since it calls for 
obvious transformations to take 

4. The Giant Shed
“They [old buildings] are not ours. They belong partly to those who built them, and 

partly to the generations of mankind who are to follow us.”
~ John Ruskin. 1849.

Fig. 4.22 & Fig. 4.23
Façade details of the Loks-

chuppen building. 
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place within the original struc-
ture. The fact that the building 
is more than a century old and 
still standing, calls for consider-
ations for preservation that go 
beyond the ethics of reuse. 
The concept here is to leave the 
building as intact as possible, 
while adapting it to its brand 
new function by carefully add-
ing new elements. While simple 
reuse would sometimes incor-
porate subtraction and trans-
formation of elements, here the 
main focus would be in adding 
to the existing structure.
The new function of the build-
ing should therefore be able 
to fit within the Lokschuppen’s 
empty shell. 

The New Function
In order to revive the secluded 
location of the Gleisdreieck, one 
needs to attract attention to it. 
However, filling the site with 
many permanent functions 
might deprive it of its roman-
tic secluded-ness. That is why 
choosing the appropriate func-
tion is a very delicate matter. 
The large open floor space that 
is offered by the shell of the Lok-
schuppen offers several possibili-
ties but in order to accommo-
date a wide variety of events, 
the flexible function of an open 
hall was deemed most appro-
priate. 
That function would require 
simple amenities such as ticket 

Fig. 4.24
The odd façade, which 
was added much later. The 
contrast is stunning.

Fig. 4.25
Former train entry into 
the building. This is the 
chosen location for the new 
intervention.
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e into 6 separate volumes 
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Fig. 4.26
Two volumes are inserted 
within the old shell of the 

Lokschuppen building

Entrance volume

Stage volume

sales and lavatories to be inte-
grated into the design. 
Furthermore the building 
should facilitate the use of the 
new recreational trails in and 
around the site. This would re-
quire some additional facilities 
such as an information point, 
bike rental, and a restaurant.

The choice for a multifunctional 
event hall may seem very crude 
and demanding but it could 
serve to strengthen the roman-
tic notion of abandonment. 
If the Lokschuppen would be 
“activated” once a month, the 
site will fill up with visitors 
then, only to be re-abandoned 
upon the termination of the 
event in question. The concept 
of a cyclical re-abandonment 
will keep the site from gentri-
fication, overuse and environ-

mental deterioration. As long 
as the crowds come in one go 
and rarely, the site will be made 
popular enough to be sustained 
and yet deserted enough to re-
tain its picturesque quality and 
melancholic atmosphere of a 
ruin.

The Intervention
We spoke earlier of adaptive re-
use. In this case the kind of re-
use of the Lokschuppen building 
should leave it mostly intact, 
seeing that it is a building of 
remarkable industrial architec-
ture. 
The character of the building is 
especially strong thanks to its 
enormous dimensions: 
125m at its longest, and about 
80m wide, about 8000m2 in to-
tal. This is a crucial factor for the 
carrying capacity of the build-
ing for its new function as an 
event hall.

The intervention will be part 
of the Lokschuppen but it will 
be a kind of an independent 
organism,  like a parasite but 
with a positive effect for the old 
structure. By injecting it with a 
new function the new elements 
would activate the old shell but 
still leave it intact and whole. 

Fig. 4.27
The differentiation of the 

volume: 
1. breaking 

2. shifting 
3. re-grouping
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Fig. 4.28 (above)
Sketch of the new East 
façade concept.

In that way the new elements 
and the old building would 
form a kind of symbiotic rela-
tionship, reinforcing each oth-
er’s qualities.

The Form
It is important for the added 
volumes to remain independent 
in both physical and metaphor-
ic way. They need to remain 
detached from the historical fa-
cades, leaving the shell intact. 
Therefore the new addition will 
consist of two independent vol-
umes: the interior stage volume 
and the semi-interior entrance 
volume [fig.4.26].
Both volumes will be physi-

cally detached from the histori-
cal structure, leaving an intact 
empty shell.
In addition, the volumes are 
self-contained and acclimatized, 
since they house all the neces-
sary functions for the transfor-
mation of the old train shed into 
an event hall.
In that way the facades of the 
Lokschuppen would not need to 
undergo major treatment in or-
der to insulate the entire 8000m2    
of space inside. On the contrary, 
the interior of the Lokschuppen 
should be left as a sort of an out-
doors space with a roof canopy. 
The movement of elements 
parallel to each other is remi-

Fig. 4.29 (left)
Elevation sketches show-
ing height differenes in the 
“stage” volume inside the 
Lokschuppen.
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Solutions for the height 
difference in the separate 

volumes:

Fig. 4.31
The break in the middle  

makes the volume appear 
flimsy.

Fig. 4.30
Use of U-profile glass in 

Steven Holl’s Nelson Atkins 
Museum.

nicent of the trains that used 
to enter the building from that 
side [fig.4.27]. Each volume cor-
responds to a railway track un-
derneath, following it within 
the building. 
The movement of the elements 
up and down responds to the 
unevenness of the ground both 
inside the building (the floor 
gaps for train maintenance) 
[fig.4.35] and outside to Kassel’s 
natural landscape.

Facilities and Requirements
Considering that the function of 
the new Lokschuppen would be 
a multifunctional event hall, the 
design must follow the guide-

Fig. 4.32
A more continuous volume 
is achieved by introducing 

an intermediate part.

Fig. 4.33
The intermediate part when 

shorter than the end parts. 

Fig. 4.34
The end parts at the same 

level.

Fig. 4.35
The height difference in the 
separate volumes responds 

to the height dofferences 
found in and around the 

Lokschuppen building.
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Solutions and principles for 
the supporting construction:

Fig. 4.36
A V-shape construction 
would not be very suit-
able for dealing with slight 
height-differences.

Fig. 4.37
Uniform vertical construc-
tion responds well to the 
height-differences.

Fig. 4.38
A V-shape construction 
would only be suitable 
where there no height dif-
ferences

lines and requirements for a 
“worst case scenario”, or in 
other words the most demand-
ing of all possible events. In the 
event vocabulary, that would 
be any music event or concert.

According to the Event Safety 
Guide (1999), in a music event 
the capacity of the venue should 
not exceed the following ratio: 
0.5 m2 per person. 6 
As already mentioned, the Lok-
schuppen has massive area of 
8000 m2. . Due to the new vol-
umes inserted there, the stand-
ing area is reduced to about 
4500 m2, allowing for the maxi-
mum capacity of 9000 people. 
In order to accommodate this 
amount of people for a worst-
case scenario, some practical 

considerations need to be tak-
en into account. The following 
list has been created using the 
“Event Safety Guide”.

Entrance
-Number of turnstiles = venue 
capacity/500
The above calculation shows 
that 18 turnstiles are required.

Lavatories
- 1 WC per 120 females
- 1 WC per 600 males + 1 urinal 
per 175 males
With a ratio of female to male 
of 50:50, the following require-
ment will need to be met:
- 38 female toilets
- 8 male toilets
- 26 urinals
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Fig. 4.39
Thin frame

Fig. 4.40
Thicker frame

Fig. 4.41
Facade options

Fig. 4.42
Use of corten steel in 

 a building regeneration 
project, where a former gar-
nary was adapted to become 

a residential building. 
Architects: Medusagroup

 Location: Gliwice, Poland

Design option for the ap-
plication of corten steel as a 

framing material:

Materials
The façades of the new volumes 
will be created from rows of  U-
profile (profilit) glass, 400mm 
wide, with translucent insu-
lation. Besides the sleek look 
which would contrast with 
the old structure, the regular 
rhythm of the vertical elements 
gives it a very serene quality.
Furthermore the translucency 
will create a pleasant and in-
viting ambience for the visitors 
during the night. In that way the 
building would also beacon out 
and direct the visitors towards 
the entrance.

The glass façades will be framed 
with sheets of corten steel. Cor-
ten steel has a very rough, rug-
ged quality. It reflects well the 
concept for the park area within 
the site, where natural decay is 
left to take its course. 

... continued on page 90
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Fig. 4.43
The Lokschuppen before the 
transformation. 

Fig. 4.44
The Lokschuppen after the 
transformation. Despite 
the desired minimum 
intervention, the windows 
of the Lokschuppen will be 
unbarred and replaced, so 
that the space inside could 
profit from the beautifully 
framed daylight.

Fig. 4.45
Nighttime impression of 
the Lokschuppen after the 
transformation and wirh 
social activity within. 
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Plan of the Loks-
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intervention in the 
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Fig. 4.50 (left)
Lokschuppen and the new 
interventions from above. 
The construction has been 
removed in this image to 
allow for a better view of the 
new design.

Fig. 4.51 (bellow top)
Exterior view of the en-
trance volume

Fig. 4.52 (below bottom)
View of the stage volume 
from the south corner of the 
building near the entrance 
volume.
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Flow during regular hours

Flow during busy hours

Bike shed & rental

Restaurant

Kitchen

Bar
Lower deck

Female WC

Wardrobe

Tickets sale

Male WC

Male WC
Female WC

Bar

Lower stage
Lower stage

Backstage

Fig. 4.53
Plan of the entrance volume 

at the east corner of the 
Lokschippen. 
Ground floor.
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Fig. 4.54
Plan of the entrance volume 
at the east corner of the 
Lokschippen. 
First floor.

A103

4

O�ce

Meeting 
space

Reception desk

Bar
Upper deck
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Flow during regular hours

Flow during busy hours

Bike shed & rental

Restaurant

Kitchen

Bar
Lower deck
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Tickets sale

Male WC

Male WC
Female WC

Bar

Lower stage
Lower stage
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Fig. 4.55 (above)
Plan of the stage volume 

Fig. 4.58 (below)
The stage volume, view from 

within the  Lokschuppen

Fig. 4.56 (top opposite)
Impression of the bike route 

ending with the bike shed 
within the entrance volume.

Fig. 4.57 (bottom opposite)
Impression of the park-

side façade of the entrance 
volume. 

The patina on the corten steel 
will slowly show as the new 
building ages and another de-
caying object in the natural 
landscape will be introduced. 
Brown, rust-tainted rainwater 
will leak upon the glass walls, 
giving it a more aged look and 
still distinguishing it from the 
original structure of the Loks-
chuppen in both style and mate-
rials. 
The intervention should re-
main visible as a separate object 

throughout its lifespan.  
In conclusion the new elements 
will contrast with the historic-
ity of and disrepair of the Gleis-
dreieck as a whole while provid-
ing all the amenities necessary 
in order to revive it. 
It will beacon out to hundreds 
of visitors at night, while ex-
pressing tranquility and silence 
during the day. 





Fig. 4.61 (bottom opposite)
The Lokschuppen at night, 

A faint glow renders the 
building somewhat mysteri-
ous. Following the glow one 

will not lose the way.

Fig. 4.59
Isometric cross section of the 

entrance volume showing 
the restaurant entrance with 
the connecting stair towards 

the bar. 

Fig. 4.60
Isometric cross section of the 

entrance volume showing 
the bike shed at ground 

floor and the reception desk 
on the upper floor
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Fig. 4.62
East elevation

Fig. 4.63
West elevation

Fig. 4.65
South elevation

Fig. 4.64
North elevation
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What does it mean to be roman-
tic? Throughout history roman-
ticism has been defined and 
redefined countless times and 
yet somehow the precise defini-
tion evades us, yet we are all ac-
quainted with its meaning and 
can relate to it. 
In this case it refers to the sen-
timent that is induced by any 
picturesque or sublime scenery. 

In the 19th century John Rus-
kin defined the picturesque as 
all that stained and fractured, 

which has allowed for the as-
similation between the work of 
man with nature. 
This contrasting relationship 
between the natural and the 
man-made, between chaos and 
order, between the organic 
qualities of generic processes 
and the rigidity of architecture 
is what inspires one to look for 
a new design approach; one that 
aspires to protect this relation-
ship but not by preserving it in 
its current state but by allowing 
it to flourish further.

5. The Romantic Approach

epilogue

Fig. 4.66
A romantic sketch of  the 

Lokschuppen with its trans-
formation. 
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 The Gleisdreieck’s scenery is 
rich with picturesque and even 
sublime qualities. The sole aim 
of this project was to create a 
space that would encourage the 
inhabitants, and even more so 
the visitor of Kassel, to venture 
into the “forbidden zone” of the 
thick plants covering all that 
once was an area full of activ-
ity. Today it is a place of silent 
melancholia. 

Although it seems like ages 
since I first set foot in Kassel, 
it still feels like there wasn’t 
enough time to express all those 
ideas that had sprung to life 
along the way. However, I take 
comfort into knowing that sites 
such as the Gleisdreieck would 
only grow in potential as they 

mature under the natural effects 
of weathering and decay. 

The intervention proposed in 
this project is simply one of 
the many possibilities that the 
site allows fro at this point in 
time. Its purpose is to act like 
a monument with the power to 
bring people to the site once in a 
while, reviving it over and over 
again, just to witness the silence 
again once they are gone. 
The glass volumes protruding 
from the Lokschuppen building 
will be reminders of the site’s 
history. Seeing them one will 
picture the trains that used to go 
in and out of the building, fol-
lowing the trails across Kassel 
and further across the country 
to unknown destinations. 

Fig. 4.67
The site in its current stage 
has an air of tranquility 
which provokes a romantic 
sentiment towards the his-
tory of the place.
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