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PReface
This report is the result of eight weeks of intensive 
research and observations in the Indische Buurt. 
The goal of this report is not to deliver a fixed 
judgement on this area but to provide the tools 
and directions for continuing and to deepen the 
inquiry. Nevertheless the report is constructed 
like it is to provide a valuable framework. The 
point of departure has been the identification of 
the main physical and social developments of the 
neighbourhood.

The essay starts with a description of the area’s 
founding and gives an overview of the political 
and socio-economic perspectives related to 
its consequence in space. The variety of plans 
that has been developed for the Indische Buurt 
is discussed and the main ideologies of that 
time are related to the embedded strategies. 
In addition the position towards the city of 
Amsterdam is stated and the way city and 
neighbourhood influence each other in both 
ways. The first part also reveals more about the 
issues of that time and how its reactions actually 
came to be the foundations for Dutch social 
housing. The Indische Buurt was completed 
in 1935 but over time this residential area has 
known several influential occurrences. The first 
and second Urban Renewal phases of the 80’s 
and late 90’s of the last century have really 
transformed the area. The physical changes that 

were executed in that period are responsible for 
the current social issues and opportunities of 
the area nowadays. By analysing specific topics 
like typologies, actors, use of space etc. we look 
at individual phenomena and describe the main 
processes in the transformation of the Indische 
Buurt.
In the third part of the research we focus more 
on the relations in space. We zoom in on 
three specific parts of the area and reveal the 
how specific aspects work together. With 3-d 
drawings and pictures we try to avoid an abstract 
set of maps but instead give a clear overview of 
what’s happening nowadays.

As we conclude the report we highlight the main 
topics that characterize the neighbourhood 
and its opportunities. The report is meant to 
be a point of departure and wants to invite its 
readers for discussion. The report is part of 
larger research wherein four residential areas of 
Amsterdam are analysed and it should therefore 
be seen in relation to the other ones. As a whole 
the research will be a valuable addition in the 
discussion of the developments in Dutch housing 
cultures.

Leon Leeftink,
Jolanda Schobers,
Jordi Stals

Indische buurt in relation with the city centre of amsterdam 
scale 1:20.000
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foundIng of
the IndIsche buuRt
The Indische Buurt is one of Amsterdam’s 
residential areas that exemplifies the 
developments in the culture of Dutch social 
housing that started at the end of the 19th 
century. Together with neighbourhoods like de 
Pijp, de Oosterparkbuurt and de Dapperbuurt the 
Indische Buurt is part of a new era in the living 
conditions of Amsterdam’s inhabitants.

The area that now covers the Indische Buurt 
had been agricultural land up until the end of 
the 19th century. The land was divided between 
three municipalities, Amsterdam, Nieuwer-Amstel 
and Diemen (figure1). After the annexation in 
1896 the municipality of Amsterdam included 
the land. During the second half of the 19th 
century Amsterdam was flourishing economically. 
The Suez Canal, the industrial developments 
of Germany and the expansion of the harbour 

capacities resulted in enormous growth of the 
employment opportunities in the capital. At 
the same time several agricultural crisis led to 
a great depression in Dutch agriculture. Both 
developments resulted in extensive migration 
from Amsterdam’s surrounding rural areas 
towards the inner city. 

The population of Amsterdam grows rapidly 
and more than doubles from 240.000 in 1860 
till 515.000 in 19001. Up until 1874 housing only 
takes place inside Amsterdam’s 17th century city 
walls and by then the city is completely saturated. 
The living conditions of many inhabitants are 
below any standard and there are over 5000 
cellars that house more then 22.000 people2. 
Lack of sewerage, light and space are the issues 
that are pressing but not seen as a task for the 
Dutch government. After the introduction of the 

‘Vestigingswet’ in 1874 24.000 dwellings are 
being constructed in the new neighbourhoods 
outside the former walls of Amsterdam3. The 
principle of building the highest amount of 
dwelling on the smallest surface is applied in 
the new areas. The technical state of the new 
buildings is poor and not rarely parts collapse. 
Still the new buildings are an improvement 
compared to the cellars and hovels that are 
present in the inner city. 

In 1867 the area that would later become the 
Indische Buurt appears in the first plan of Van 
Niftrik as part of the new expansion layout for 
Amsterdam. Van Niftrik suggests a recreation 
area for the civilians of Amsterdam. This so-called 
Rij- en Wandelpark with some villas suggests 
the exclusive character that characterizes the 
plan, with distinct areas for labourers and the 

wealthy bourgeoisie. The plan is rejected and a 
few years later another one follows. This time a 
chessboard-based layout suggests a residential 
area and includes the new rail track from 1870. 
In the end a more sober, cheaper and pragmatic 
plan is executed. Head of Publieke Werken, J. 
Kalff is responsible for the extension plan that 
follows the existing agricultural structure and 
is therefore more realistic. The plan has small 
streets and hardly any public space, though it fits 
exactly with the standards of that time. De liefde 
tot rijksdaalders is bij menschen grooter dan 
de liefde tot plantsoen4.  After the realisation of 
the Pijp, Oosterparkbuurt and the Dapperbuurt 
the growth of the population is still bigger then 
the amount of dwellings. At the end of the 19th 
century the area on the polder side of the rail 
track becomes attractive for new development. 
In line with the economic efficiency of the urban 
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plan is the liberal development of dwellings. This 
speculative system is based on private investors 
that create new buildings of four stories along 
former ditches. In the Indische Buurt these 
investments at first take place at the grounds of 
Groenewegen. Together with the municipality 
and the HIJSM they initiate the underpass at the 
Zeeburgerdijk that connects the Borneostraat 
with the city centre. The speculative building is 
enabled by a new finance system that allows 
landlords to build completely depending on 
loans, building for the anonymous market.  
The replacement of qualified labourers by a 
daily-based group of constructors lowers the 
standards in the proposed quality of housing. The 
economic crisis at the end of the 19th century 
and the rapid speed of realisation therefore often 
lead to a questionable quality of dwellings.

Lack of effective control and segregation of 
institutions taking care of the housing quality 
and health conditions worsened the situation. 
Sometimes houses collapsed just after 
completion. Socialists and femists stood up 
against the bad conditions of dwellings, both in 
the inner city as well as in the new speculative 
areas. Reports criticised the last building type 
because of insufficient access of sunlight, lack of 
ventilation, bedrooms without fresh air or daylight 
and lack of space in general.    

Influenced by the ‘Hygienisten’, the people of 
power start to realise that diseases like cholera 
and typhus go hand in hand with the housing 
conditions of inhabitants. However, actions 
of the government at that time are limited 
to demolishing bad dwellings or declaring 
them ‘inhabitable’. The ‘Woningwet’ in 1901 

2

1896  annexation

Over Amstel

DiemenAmsterdam

1897 hierarchy and structure

1897  streets and building blocks
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transforms the role of the government in the issue 
of communal housing. Execution of the legislation 
becomes one of the municipal tasks. The Dutch 
government is obligated to have central plans for 
new city extensions and determines requirements 
for dwellings and public space. In addition the 
government controls the quality of new buildings. 
A crucial element in the Woningwet was the 
ability to subsidy new buildings. Projects not 
pursuing profit and anticipating on communal 
housing could be realised with governmental 
support. 

The Woningwet was an attempt to come to a 
better standard for the working class’ housing 
conditions and forced private investors to strive 
to a better quality of buildings. At the same time 
several housing corporations were founded as 
a reaction on the speculative housing. The main 
principle was that the costs for construction 
were at least covered by the exploitation of 
the dwellings. The government limited its role 
with financing, setting the rules and controlling. 
The corporations foresaw in the realisation of 
the buildings5. The floor plans were designed 
to increase the accession of light and air and 

supposed to take moral aspects into account 
such as the division of the parents’ and children’s 
bedrooms. Supervisors were controlling people’s 
dwellings and lifestyle. Rents were as low as 
possible and there was a lot of attention for 
open spaces and parks. The orientation of 
some complexes was changed to increase the 
amount of sun and air in apartments. The first 
corporations that were founded represented 
certain philanthropic believes, later they were 
linked to a certain political or religious group 
or representing a certain group of labourers. 
A society segregated by pillarization asked for 
tens of corporations all of them serving another 
community. 
The First World War and lack of materials 
impeded the building of the Indische Buurt. 
Around 1918 the north-western corner was 
finished an in that year the municipality approved 
the extension plan for the rest of the area. After 
expropriating the land a few years later the 
parcels could be heightened and prepaired for 
construction. In the meantime a conflict delayed 
the process, the proposal from Van der Mey (PW) 
for the new layout of the new part was heavily 
criticised by the director of the new Gemeentelijke 

3
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Woningdienst Arie Keppler. Keppler wished 
for wider streets and more green space and 
playgrounds. The result was a compromise, 
quarters with smaller streets divided by a wide 
boulevard, the Insulindeweg. All the quarters 
had a central square surrounded by housing. 
Keppler’s defence of housing corporations wasn’t 
affective enough, the municipality excluded the 
corporations. From that period private investors 
again were responsible for the blocks in the new 
part of the Indische Buurt. The complexes were 
designed with the principles of the Amsterdamse 
School. Balconies were hardly present, the 
architects focussed the facades on the inner 
gardens. Nevertheless the living space of the 
dwellings was bigger then those of in old part of 
the Indische Buurt, over 60 m2 compared to 50. 
In the last years of the 30’s the building activities 
decreased, there were more houses then society 
demanded. In the final years before completion 
of the entire neighbourhood some schools and 
two complexes were build conform the ideas of 
the Nieuwe Zakelijkheid. At this time the Indische 
Buurt was the biggest ‘suburb’ with over 50.000 
inhabitants.

4 5

1. Geschiedenis van de volkshuisvesting. 

Retrieved March 23, 2013, from http://

www.huurdersvereniging-amsterdam.nl

2. de Liagre Bohl, H. (2010). Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom. p17

3. Geschiedenis van de volkshuisvesting. 

Retrieved March 23, 2013, from http://

www.huurdersvereniging-amsterdam.nl

4. de Liagre Bohl, H. (2010). Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom. p22

5. de Liagre Bohl, H. (2010). Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom. p29

1918 implemented plan

1918 hierarchy and structure

1918 streets and building blocks
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After the completion of the Indische Buurt 
in 1935, the area hardly transformed. The 
inhabitants are mostly labourers that have middle 
or higher-class jobs. Due to bad quality of certain 
buildings, the area starts to decay around the 
60’s and 70’s. This moment becomes a key 
period in the development of the Indische Buurt 
and the interferences of that time still dominate 
the image of large parts of the area. 

‘Stadsvernieuwing’ is the Dutch translation of 
the word Urban Renewal. This term appeared 

in the 60’s of the 20th century and replaced 
the word sanitation. The new term contains the 
ideas and perspectives of a new time period but 
also tells something about the changed scale of 
the interference. Sanitation describes the action 
of: incidental replacement and improvement of 
the building stock6. After the introduction of the 
Woningwet in 1901, thousands of dwellings had 
been demolished. After the Second World War 
however, the municipal focus was more towards 
rebuilding damaged areas. The word incidental 
justifi es the actions during that time, between 

1942-1960 only 5 dwellings are declared 
‘inhabitable’.    

Urban Renewal means: new building and 
renovating impoverished and dilapidated 
districts7. The new strategy is preceded by some 
specifi c developments that affect the capital. 
First of all there is a major shift in employment 
opportunities, industry has disappeared or 
became out dated and is replaced by more 
service-orientated sectors. The economic 
perspective of the population changes and so 

tRansfoRmatIon In tIme

1900 scale 1:10.000

built area
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does its composition; families leave and students 
on one hand and seniors on the other change the 
social character of many neighbourhoods. A third 
factor is the position of immigrants.  This socio-
economic weak group together with students 
fi lls the places that the wealthier families leave 
behind.

In 1930 the Indische Buurt has around 50.000 
inhabitants and is one of the densest residential 
areas of Amsterdam. In 1985 around 23.000 
people live in this neighbourhood8. The urban 
renewal strategy of Amsterdam had a great 
impact on the Indische Buurt. At the start of 
Amsterdam’s Urban Renewal process the 

Indische Buurt was not an area that was 
qualifi ed as a ‘Stadsvernieuwingsbuurt’. The 
neighbourhood was relatively young. The 
manager of BWT, Jan Nieuwenweg, tells the 
board of the community centre: ‘There’s nothing 
wrong with the Indische Buurt. Tell the inhabitants 
they have nothing to worry about. Other parts of 
the city are in a worse state9.

In 1972 BWT fi nished up a report that revealed 
the alarming condition of the foundations of the 
dwellings in the New Indische Buurt, that had 
been constructed insuffi ciently. The inhabitants of 
the Indische Buurt already took an import step for 
the defend of their neighbourhood . Werkgroep 

Wonen stood up for removal of hovels, renovation 
of dwellings and improving the standard of their 
neighbourhood. The group was composed out 
of managers from several cultural institutions, 
community boards, the rental organisations, shop 
owners etc. The broad composition resulted in 
affective actions; in 1973 the group enforced 
a visit of the people of political power to stress 
out the gravity of the situation. After a visit of the 
head of PW the municipality fi nally understands 
the desperate call for renovation of the 
neighbourhood. A few months later, the Indische 
Buurt offi cially becomes an Urban Renewal Area. 
What follows is a period of confl ict, the 
municipality pressures landlords to renovate their 

1910 scale 1:20.000 1920 scale 1:20.000

6.de Liagre Böhl, H. (2010) Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom p9

7.de Liagre Böhl, H. (2010) Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom p9

8.de Liagre Böhl, H. (2010) Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom p313

9.de Liagre Böhl, H. (2010) Amsterdam 

op de helling: de strijd om stadsvernieu-

wing. Amsterdam: Boom p314
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property, vice versa landlords hold the municipal 
BWT responsible for insuffi cient control during the 
construction periods. The tool of expropriating 
dwellings that are based on the system of land 
lease fi nally leads to clearance of and the shut 
down of bad dwellings. Lack of actions results 
in a negative perception of the Indische Buurt, 
with hundreds of abandoned dwellings. A new 
actor in the process becomes the Ambtelijke 
Buurtgroep (ABG), a collaboration between GO’s 
and the Werkgroep Wonen. The group informs 
and discusses the urban renewal strategy with 
the inhabitants. 
Initial plans are based on renovating the building 
stock. However, the technical state of many 

buildings is so low that this strategy is infeasible. 
Some building blocks sunk half a meter under 
the level of the pavement. In 1975 the strategy 
therefore shifts towards demolition and new 
building. 17 blocks, mainly in the western part 
of the New Indische Buurt had to be replaced, 
which meant that around 1900 dwellings would 
be demolished. The new plans foresaw around 
1000 of new dwellings, based on the idea of 
garden villages. Blocks were joined, resulting in 
volumes with large inner gardens and spacious 
apartments, many apartments had over four 
separate rooms.
At fi rst there was a protest against the huge loss 
of dwellings, also inhabitants felt their opinion 

wasn’t heard enough. As a result the focus 
shifted towards building smaller dwellings and 
between 1977 and 1982, 1750 new dwellings are 
realised. Around 60% of the new dwellings has 
less than four rooms, this focus for relatively small 
apartments is specifi c for the Indische Buurt. 

The area around the Ambonplein has been 
transformed the most during the Urban Renewal 
process of the 80’s. The urban tissue changed 
extensively, streets disappeared, blocks were 
joined and the highest percentage of dwellings 
was replaced in this quarter. As the results of 
the renewal projects became clearer at the end 
of the 80’s, people started protesting. The scale 

built area

water 

transformation

1935 scale 1:20.000
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of the renewal is much bigger than inhabitants 
were comfortable with and squatters start 
radicalising. Together with a community centre 
they set up a new organisation, Buurtoverleg, 
that’s fiercer and more aggressive towards the 
planners. The Indische Buurt at that period is 
inhabitable, buildings are decayed, plots are 
empty, streets are unpaved and people feel 
unsafe. The new organisation demands a smaller 
approach towards the demolition of buildings 
and proposes a ‘doorschuifsysteem’. The 
system enables inhabitants of people proposed 
demolition houses to live temporarily in houses 
that will be demolished in a further stage, before 
going to a new built dwelling. The year of 1982 

is a transition moment in the process of Urban 
Renewal. The doorschuifsysteem was a reaction 
on the suggestion to realise more dwellings 
based on private ownership. When real-estate 
developer G.W. Bakker buys large plots in the 
Indische Buurt in 1979, his intention is to build 
more owner-occupied housing. Inhabitants start 
protesting and argue that the renewal activities 
are not for them. When protests are becoming 
bigger and squatters more aggressive, the 
municipality takes over 500 dwellings from 
Bakker and promises to focus on social housing 
only. From that moment the devise is really 
‘Bouwen voor de buurt’.  
The first Urban Renewal phase that actually can 

be divided by two main strategies determined the 
face of the Indische Buurt nowadays. During the 
90’s the perception of the quality of living started 
to be problematic again. Clashes between groups 
of different backgrounds and safety issues were 
indirectly the product of the renewal. Another 
phase of urban renewal starts around this time, 
focussing more on the social issues within the 
urban fabric. Until today the regeneration of the 
Indische Buurt focuses on social relations.

1980 scale 1:20.000 Present scale 1:20.000
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InfRastRuctuRe

transf. of main road

main road 

transf. of rail track

rail track

transf. of tram

tram

One of the most important aspects that 
determines an areas’ dynamics is its accessibility.  
Over the last 100 years the position of the 
Indische Buurt in the city fabric of Amsterdam 
has transformed from being the city’s border to 
more or less becoming part of the city centre. 

Some infrastructural projects that were executed 
during the previous century are responsible for 
the neighbourhood’s liveability and conviviality. 
The transformation overview gives a clear 
image of the interferences over time and its 

consequences. The Indische Buurt starts were 
the Dapperbuurt ends. For a long time the rail 
track had been the end of the city of Amsterdam. 
A rapidly expanding population however required 
urban expansion and looking across this border 
was an obvious next step. Nevertheless the 
Indische Buurt has always been well known for 
its enclosed character. Surrounded by the Canal 
in the north and harbour area in the east, the 
rail track and the area of Watergraafsmeer in 
the south, it’s hard to fi nd an area more spatially 
defi ned. 

around 1935: In the beginning the Indische 
Buurt was hard to enter, there was the 
Zeeburgerdijk in the northern part that 
run along to the Nieuwe Diep. From this 
northern axis the Borneostraat was the 
main street that lead into this new living 
quarter. After the completion of the Indische 
Buurt the Molukkenstraat was the main 
street that facilitated the connection from 
north to south. The Insulindeweg did the 
same for the direction east west although 
this was only for the neighbourhood itself. 

1935 scale 1:20.000
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1980 scale 1:20.000

Public transport in the Indische Buurt mainly 
represents the oldest part in the north, 
the tram enters through the Borneostraat 
from the Dapperbuurt and runs until the 
Javaplein.  

around 1980: The map of the 1980 
immediately shows the new connection 
with the eastern part of Amsterdam. The 
Insulindeweg has lost its green character 
and now functions as a true main street 
of the Indische Buurt. New is the direct 

connection with the Dapperbuurt and the 
tram connection that now also runs from 
east to west. An important modification 
that’s not showing on the map is the raise 
of the rail track that runs along the Indische 
Buurt. The dike that was constructed 
for this procedure has determined the 
new perception of the boundaries of this 
neighbourhood, nevertheless improving 
is accessibility by the various tunnels that 
connect it with the Dapperbuurt. 
Furthermore the train traffic intensified 

during this period which results in the 
densification of the tracks around and 
north of the Indische Buurt. Finally new 
developments in the south led to stronger 
connections with this area.

Present:  The present map confirms the 
hypothesis that the Indische Buurt more 
and more becomes part of the inner city. 
Most of the new connections are enhancing 
that relationship. The main new connection 
is the one between the Sumatrastraat and 

the road that leads to the Central Station. 
The connection to the east is strengthened 
as a result of recent developments in 
the new residential area of IJburg. The 
Zeeburgertunnel also provides new 
connections towards the inner city.

Present scale 1:20.000
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privately owned

Jewish cemetry 

land lease

land lease of public area

land & housIng owneRshIP

Present scale 1:10.0001935 scale 1:10.000

land-ownership

The Old Indische Buurt is largely developed 
according to the given of governmental absence 
in the field of housing. Private entrepreneurs 
took the initiative to develop houses on their 
own grounds for private rental. The private 
(ground) ownership map of 1935 shows where 
houses are exploited according to this approach. 
Entrepreneurs were forced by the municipality 
to raise the level of grounds to city level and to 
provide a sewer connection. An important private 
entrepreneur who built in the Old Indische Buurt 
was mr. Groenewegen, because of the large 

possession of ground in the triangle between 
the Borneostraat, Molukkenstraat and Eerste 
Atjehstraat. The municipality bought the ground 
for public space from Groenewegen after 
completion of the houses, as well as several 
parcels for public buildings, including the schools 
in the Banka- and Balistraat. The speculative 
housing with private land- and housing ownership 
was mainly built between 1900 and 1911.
Exceptions are the complexes on grounds owned 
by the municipality near the Zeeburgerdijk, the 
former shooting range. These grounds were 

partly intended for public buildings, including 
the ‘Ambachtsschool’ (current StayOkay and 
Studio-K). The other ground owned by the 
municipality was leased to housing corporations 
for the development of social housing according 
to the Housing Act of 1901. The City Council 
took the freedom to rotate some building 
blocks through their land ownership near the 
Zeeburgerdijk under influence of the Socialists 
and Hygienists. The social housing blocks were 
built between 1911 en 1918 on leased grounds 
of the municipality.



19

The New Indische Buurt was originally intended for the 
development of social housing. The municipality began 
with the expropriation of grounds for the Indische Buurt 
after approval of the general expansion plan of 1918. 
The basis for the expropriation was to provide a plan for 
the entire neighbourhood as required by the Director of 
Publieke Werken, mr. Bos. The grounds were leased for 
a period of 50 years to prevent speculation. Under the 
pressure of the Roman Catholic government ground for 
social housing of the ‘Gemeentelijke Woningdienst’ fell 
into the hands of ‘Publieke Werken’. Aalberse, Minister 
of Labor, wanted private entrepreneurs to develop 

social housing on the fallow ground, because the 
government itself didn’t want to invest. The shift from 
support for social housing corporations to individuals 
characterized the attitude of the government during 
the malaise of the early 20’s. That’s why these grounds 
were leased to private entrepreneurs instead of social 
housing corporations. Entrepreneurs were able to claim 
governmental support to reduce their burdens. The 
New Indische Buurt was built by private entrepreneurs 
with or without governmental support on ground in 
leasehold for 50 years.
After the expiry of the lease period the municipality 

owned the buildings or could decide to extend the 
lease period with or without increasing the canon. The 
municipality could thus benefit from the value of the 
land and this value would then benefit the community. 
The owner of the building or house periodically payed 
an amount to the municipality in compensation for the 
use of the ground. This could be bought for the entire 
period of 50/75 years or to be paid annually. Inhabitants 
of Amsterdam nowadays often criticize the unexpected 
increase of annual charges after expiration of the lease 
period by the increase of land prices. A positive view 
shows that private or governmental lease can be a tool 

6
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to solve the crisis, because the acquisition of land 
is not necessary. 
During the first urban renewal the municipality 
was able to expropriate building blocks that 
were in poor condition in the New Indische 
Buurt. Provisions in the Housing Act relating 
to dilapidation made it possible to expropriate 
private buildings and grounds in the Old 
Indische Buurt. The municipality asked housing 
corporations to redevelop and refurbish building 
blocks for social housing on their grounds in the 
80’s.

An important element in the ownership situation 
is the Jewish cemetery in the East. It determined 
the boundary of the neighbourhood during the 
planning process and forms a physical barrier 
between the Indische Buurt and the Flevopark. 
The Flevopark, Makassarplein, Javaplantsoen 
and most of the Ambonpleinbuurt are leased to 
third parties that take care of their maintenance. 
Ownership is an important point regarding 
the developments in the Indische Buurt. The 
private ownership system in the Old Indische 
Buurt has resulted in the conservation of many 

original buildings. The New Indische Buurt 
could be renewed due to leasehold during the 
first city renewal. The shift from private rent to 
social housing has emerged in this period. In 
1935 only 13%10 was social housing, nowadays 
87%11 of the Indische buurt exists out of social 
housing. Ownership therefore has an important 
role in social and physical transformations in the 
neighbourhood.
In the future the municipality in collaboration 
with housing corporations wants to reduce 
the social rent to 70% in the Indische Buurt12.

1935 scale 1:10.000 Present scale 1:10.000

private rental

social housing

housing-ownership
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The neighbourhood is upgraded by recent 
urban renewal projects with a private rent and 
ownership system. This process also takes 
place at the speculative houses that are split 
in ownership per apartment and sold or rented 
privately after renovation by housing corporations 
or private entrepreneurs. Entrepreneurs use this 
method as a flow of funds by charging private 
leasehold on their own grounds. In the case of 
housing corporations the former privately owned 
grounds are now leased from the municipality, 
this causes changes in land ownership.

Properties owned by housing corporations 
are privately sold or rented, resulting in varying 
ownership structure per block or dwelling. The 
housing corporation Eigen Haard sells former 
social housing from the 80’s as ‘chores houses 
‘(klushuizen). These are houses offered at a 
relatively low price, the buyer then has to restore 
it within a certain time. They invest in their 
property and indirectly in the neighbourhood. 
In these ways the municipalities in collaboration 
with housing corporations are trying to give the 
neighbourhood a boost and increase its livability. 

The new private sale and rental mainly attracts 
people form a different social environment than 
the current inhabitants. This process that is highly 
related to ownership has many facets that remind 
of the term ‘gentrification’.

10. Spijker, P.(1986). De Indische Buurt: 

Geschiedenis van een Amsterdamse 

wijk. Amersfoort: under own managment. 

p62-65

11. Samen Indische Buurt(2009). Voort 

op de ingeslagen weg. Oudekerk aan de 

Amstel: Spinhex&Industrie drukkerijen. 

p55-56

12. Zonneveld, J.(2006). Corporaties 

nemen voortouw by aanpak Indische 

Buurt, (27), http://www.nul20.nl/issue27/

kb_2.
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coRPoRatIons

B.V.E.W.

Onze Woning

Rochdale

H.IJ.S.M

Eigen Haard

De Arbeiderswoning

Het Oosten

V.A.B.

Alliantie

Eigen Haard

Ymere

Stadgenoot

Corporative building was introduced in the 
Indische Buurt around 1910 and was a reaction 
on speculative building and the poor housing 
conditions this way of building resulted in. It’s 
one of the fi rst forms of social housing. In 1901, 
after the introduction of the Woningwet, it would 
take a while before any improvements were 
recognizable in newly built dwellings. The bad 
standards in housing resulted in the union of 
several groups of people and different way of 
building than the liberal market had proposed for 
a long time. 

Corporations had different objectives in order 
to create dwellings for people than making 
money. First of all the main goal was to create 
proper dwellings for labour class families. For a 
corporation it was important to let rents cover the 
expenses that were made for the realisation of a 
building, making profi ts was unnecessary. This 
strategy resulted in good quality and affordable 
housing. Decorative elements were banned 
and the building’s quality was predominantly 
based on its program and organization. Most 
of the apartments were equipped with separate 

Present scale 1:10.0001935 scale 1:10.000

corporations Presentcorporations 1935
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Alliantie

Eigen Haard

Ymere

Stadgenoot

bedrooms instead of alcoves and some of 
them even had a private restroom. Since some 
architects believed that there was a direct 
relationship between housing conditions and 
social issues like violence and drunkenness, a 
second objective for the corporations was to 
educate families and help them in achieving a 
good lifestyle. Due to the pillarization of society 
this idea of a just lifestyle was divided and so 
were the corporations. There were various 
corporations for specific groups of labourers, 
corporations for Catholic and Protestants and 
corporations for several political ideologies. 
Usually a certain architect was connected with 
one or more corporations. During the period 
from 1910 to approximately 1920 the different 
corporations realised a severe number of 
complexes that can be perceived as the first 
forms of social housing.

The map of 1935 shows that a significant part of 
the Old Indische Buurt was built by corporations. 
The upper left corner that was realised the first 
was built by private investors through a system of 
speculation and fast moneymaking. As a reaction 
the realisation of complexes by corporations 
followed as mentioned before. After the First 
World War however, private investors realised 
larger complexes, influenced by the ideas of the 
architects that made the corporative dwellings. 

The present map reveals a big contrast between 
the aspect of ownership of the Indische Buurt 
of 1935. More or less the whole New Indische 
Buurt is owned by corporations, the number of 
corporations has been reduced to three, mostly 
through merging. In the Old Indische Buurt it’s 
clear that corporations now own a lot of former 
complexes from private investors. During the 

First Urban Renewal Period the municipality 
obligated corporations to take responsibility for 
the dwellings that they had always rejected. In 
conclusion this analysis shows the difference 
between the Old - and New Indische Buurt 
through ownership. The old part is more or less 
a mix between private ownership, private rental 
and corporations whereas the New Indische 
Buurt is almost completely controlled by two big 
corporations. Interesting hypotheses could follow 
from this observation.

10
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demogRaPhy

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

Due to the available statistical information it 
is only possible to look at the demographical 
transformation over the period from 2004 until 
2009.  

external migration
The diagram above shows the external migration 
balance of the different quadrants in the Indische 
Buurt13. The migration balance is the number of 
settling residents minus the number of departing 
residents. The Timorpleinbuurt has a positive 
balance, more people from outside of the 

neighbourhood are settling in this area. The other 
quadrants of the neighbourhood have a negative 
balance. The migration balance is an indicator 
of the general image of the neighbourhood. This 
means that a positive balance goes together with 
a positive image of the neighbourhood. Surely, 
with a positive migration balance more people 
outside of the neighbourhood choose to live in 
this area. 

The remarkable positive migration balance 
in the Timorpleinbuurt is probably caused 

by the advanced stage of renovation. In the 
Timorpleinbuurt, the supply of expensive rental 
and self-owned housing increased and all the 
houses and public spaces are renovated. This 
attracts a new public into the neighbourhood. 
Besides, the developments around the 
Timorplein (Stay Okay, Studio K) and Javaplein 
(Berlage housing blocks, Badhuis) contribute 
to this positive image. The diversity of building 
typologies and the urban revaluation of 19th 
century buildings may have contributed to the 
positive image as well.

1. Timorpleinbuurt

1. timorpleinbuurt

2. Ambonpleinbuurt

2. ambonpleinbuurt

3. Makassarpleinbuurt

3. makassarpleinbuurt

4. Sumatraplantsoenbuurt

4. sumatraplantsoenbuurt

100

0

-100

external migration balance
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Population compositiondevelopment of the population by 
ethnicity
The diagrams on the right show the development 
of the population by ethnicity14. Looking at the 
four quadrants you can immediately see that 
the Indische Buurt consists out of a diverse 
population. The indigenous residents form 
even a minority in the Ambonpleinbuurt. In 
the Timorpleinbuurt the amount of indigenous 
residents is increasing, in contrast with the 
other three quadrants in which happens the 
opposite. This growth is probably caused by the 

11
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transformation of the property composition in the 
area of the Timorpleinbuurt, which allows more 
indigenous starters in the neighbourhood. In the 
Ambonpleinbuurt lives the largest population of 
Moroccans, this group is still increasing. 

Perceiving the quality of life
The maps above show clusters of how residents 
experience the livability of the neigbourhood15. 
The past eight years, the quality of life is 
experienced much more positive; especially in the 
Timorplein and Makassarplein neighbourhood. 

The area in the south and east of the 
neighbourhood, espcially around Ambonplein, 
is still perceived quite negative. Factors that 
resulted in a negative perceived quality of life in 
this neighbourhood are not directly traceable 
through those statistics.

Municipality’s interest and property investment 
of the past years has been mainly in the north-
west area (Old Indische Buurt), for example 
redevelopment of squares and public spaces and 
renovation of dwellings took mainly place in this 

part of the Indische Buurt. The statistics imply 
that those investments have resulted in positive 
effects on the quality of life of the inhabitants. 
However, as mentioned earlier, the statistics 
are not that reliable to conclude that spatial 
interventions directly influence the quality of life in 
the Indische Buurt. There are many other aspects 
to think of that can influence the perceived quality 
of life.

2002 scale 1:10.0001998 scale 1:10.000

Positive

Moderate positive

Moderate

Negative

Extreme negative

Perception of the quality of life
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2006 scale 1:10.000 2008 scale 1:10.000

13. Zieleman, A.J. (2009) Voort op de 

ingeslagen weg, de Indische Buurt in 

opkomst. IV Staat van de Indische  Buurt. 

Amsterdam: Spinhex&Industrie druk-

kerijen p51.

14. Zieleman, A.J. (2009) Voort op de 

ingeslagen weg, de Indische Buurt in 

opkomst. IV Staat van de Indische  Buurt. 

Amsterdam: Spinhex&Industrie druk-

kerijen p48-49.

15. Zieleman, A.J. (2009) Voort op de 

ingeslagen weg, de Indische Buurt in 

opkomst. IV Staat van de Indische  Buurt. 

Amsterdam: Spinhex&Industrie druk-

kerijen p65.
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buIldIng tyPologIes

speculative building

social housing 

Amsterdamse School

first city renewal

second city renewal

1980 scale 1:10.0001935 scale 1:10.000

The building typologies are divided into different 
time periods. This choice was made because 
the Indische Buurt has been characterized by 
different approaches to building typologies over 
time. On this scale the discussion is not about 
the exact typology but more about how actors in 
a given period thought about the architecture and 
typology of housing. 

During the speculative housing period the 
parcel structure was the guiding principle in the 
architectural design and typology of housing. 

Residences with sometimes commercial 
functions were designed and built per plot. This 
small-scale approach caused a division per 
plot in the design of the façade and floor plans, 
access and construction principles. 
Prominent architects introduced new typologies 
during the social housing period, such as the 
‘bebo’s’ of Leliman, a typology characterized by 
two wide downstairs dwellings and three upstairs 
homes. Also the introduction of the porch access 
by Berlage and a collective courtyard by Van der 
Pek were innovations. The new solutions were 

not unequivocal and can be seen as interesting 
experiments. The design of a block became a 
new challenge and moved away from the original 
parceling principles.
In the 20’s the architects of the ‘Amsterdamse 
School’ designed the façades of entire blocks, 
the plans were often made by the investors 
and based on the social housing plans. That’s 
why the ‘Amsterdamse School’ is often called 
‘schortjesarchitectuur’ (apron architecture). The 
approach was based on a design for a façade 
of the entire building block, the appearance was 
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Present scale 1:10.000

more important then other aspects like floor plans 
and construction principles.
The first city renewal building typology that is 
used in most cases can be described best as 
porch flats. Architects and housing associations 
were dealing with the challenge to create good 
housing quality at a low price. That’s why this 
typology is brought back to the basics and was 
standardized, a block is often a copy of several 
porch flats with the same architecture. Porch flats 
have a diverse mix of housing typologies. People 
often call this architecture ‘poor’ because of its 

appearance however, it has certain functional 
qualities we will discuss later on. 
In the second city renewal a lot of different 
building typologies were used, every architect is 
using a different approach. These approaches 
can be either analogue or in contrast with 
the existing buildings. Also old buildings are 
transformed in new housing typologies behind 
the existing façade. The approach is not 
unambiguous but has to do with mixing social 
groups and typologies.

12

13

14

15

16
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around 1935:  Since the existence of 
the Old Indische Buurt the Javastraat has 
been utilized as a shopping street. Not only 
groceries, bakers, butchers, dairymen and 
fi shmongers can be found in this street, but 
also a brazier, a laundry and a shoemaker 
have their existence in the Javastraat. The 
neighbourhood provides plenty of opportu-
nities for daily shopping.

The isolated location of the neighbourhood in 
relation to the city could be one of the reasons 

why a more self-centered social life evolved. 
Around 1900, when the neighbourhood starts to 
grow there is not yet the question of compulsory 
education and because of the fast growing 
population the city can not keep up with the 
constructions of new school buildings. As a 
result many children are going out on the streets 
and soon there are complaints about rowdiness 
and crime. The explosive growth of the Indische 
Buurt encouraged some inhabitants to start 
establishing neighbourhood- and playground-
associations. This should play an educational role 

and bring relaxation for the residents. In a short 
time many private associations and buildings 
arise. One of the most infl uential neighbourhood 
associations is Ceram, which is founded by 
residents around the Ceramplein. 

In addition to the neutral neighbourhood 
and recreational associations there are 
also pillarization bound associations in the 
neighbourhood. The socialists have a large 
support base in the area which goes together 
with a large number of private associations, the 

1935 scale 1:20.000
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same goes for the Dutch Reformed Church and 
the Roman Catholic Church. 
In 1913 the Dutch Reformed Church opens its 
fi rst building in the Javastraat. This building was 
meant for different activities; bible readings, 
sunday school, singing classes and children’s 
activities. The Reformed society in the Indische 
Buurt grows and the need for a church increases. 
The Eltheto church was consecrated in 1929 and 
three years later there are already three Eltheto-
schools built in the Indische Buurt.
Around 1920, the Roman Catholic Church in 

the Indische Buurt counts more than 3500 
people, the need for a real church is large. In 
1926 the Gerardus Majella Church was built. 
The temporary emergency church on the 
Borneostraat is then renamed to ‘Bavohuis’. This 
former church is from now on used by different 
Roman Catholic associations for music, theatre 
and other activities. 
Not only schools and associations buildings are 
pillarization bound, inhabitants went to their own 
suppliers as well. So you had a Roman Catholic 
grocer (De Gruyter) but also the Reformed grocer 

(Simon de Wit) and of course the ‘cooperative 
stores’ for the socialists. Plenty of choice, also 
when it came to cafes. On almost every corner of 
a street you could fi nd a cafe.

around 1980:  During the period of the fi rst 
city renewal, like most of the buildings, a 
lot of facilities were demolished. Residents 
had little confi dence in the plans of the 
municipality, so they started to organize 
themselves. The ‘Werkgroep Wonen’ was 
established, with the purpose of stop-

1935 scale 1:20.000
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1980 scale 1:20.000
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ping the impoverishment and restoring the 
quality of life in the neighbourhood. They 
demonstrate not only against plans of hous-
ing demolishing, they also indicate a lack 
of social-cultural and commercial facilities 
in the neighbourhood. The ‘Werkgroep 
Wonen’ is broadly based; board members 
of cultural associations, representatives of 
community groups, tenants associations 
and social workers are represented. In the 
neighbourhood associations are no longer 
strictly pillarization bound, instead, many 
associations are working actively together 
to have more influence against the demoli-
tion plans. 

In the same period the composition of the 
population changes greatly, many people are 
leaving the neighbourhood and squatters 
are taking over vacant buildings. So on the 
one hand current social relations fall apart, 
on the other hand new relationships and 
associations are founded. In general, the 
squatters are closely involved in the development 
of the neighbourhood. They are united in a 
squatters-group. From their own center, café 
‘de Huiskamer’, they organize different squat 
activities in the Indische Buurt. The squat 
community is more radical than the fairly 
traditional ‘Werkgroep Wonen’. In the opinion 
of squatters,  the ‘Werkgroep Wonen depends 
too much on the municipality’. That’s why they 
start a new organization: ‘het Buurtoverleg’. A 
vacant building is the centre of their activities, 
they call it ‘de Buurtwinkel’. The building is used 
for meetings, but it also serves as a child care for 
the children of activists. Eventually the protest in 
the form of self organization of residents leads 
to a different approach by the municipality. From 
now on ‘Bouwen voor de Buurt’ is the slogan for 
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city renewal in the Indische Buurt. Residents of 
demolished buildings get the right to return in the 
new built housing.

Present:  Nowadays you can find a lot 
of facilities in the Indische Buurt. Already 
after the first city renewal there was a large 
improvement, a lot of new facilities had 
been built, like schools, childcare centers, 
a sports center, two health-centers and a 
community center.  Since the second city 
renewal there are even more new facilities, 
which attract not only residents but also 
people from outside of the neighbourhood. 
The Javaplein turned into a commercial 
area, with new ‘hip’ meeting places, like 
the Coffee Company and ‘het Bahduis’. 
The Public Library is also one of the new 
facilities that serves for example as a study 
place for students but also foreign resi-
dents can come here to learn how to read. 
Around the Timorplein you can see sort of a 
same transformation, the building of the old 
craft school now serves as the Stay-Oke 
Hostel and a bar/bios (Studio K). 

The Javastraat is still utilized as a shopping 
street. Associations of retailers try to represent 
the interest of the retailers as well as possible 
and use the commercial possibilities of the small 
scale shops together in one street. Despite 
more personalized treatment in small shops, the 
competition with the supermarkets was for many 
retailers in the surrounding area fatal. Many small 
shops on the corners of streets disappeared, the 
Javastraat is one of the exceptions. At the same 
time the arrival of migrants added new sorts of 
trade. Today, you can find many Turkish and 
Moroccan shops located in the Javastraat that 
benefits the variation in supplies. 

The traditional associational society transformed 
during the last century, however, in contrast to 
other neighbourhoods it still functions. Many 
associations for young and old members are 
active in the area and the variety in activities is 
very large. ‘Samen Indische Buurt’ serves as an 
umbrella organization for different associations 
and residents who are committed to the 
neighbourhood. It has its own building as well as 
the Meevaart. The Meevaart is an organization 
that gives residents the opportunity to organize 
activities for everybody and especially for the 
more vulnerable residents. The arrival of many 
immigrants has also ensured the upcoming of 
associations specifically for these residents. For 
example there is an initiative of Nine Turkish ladies 
who produce handcrafts, they call themselves ‘de 
Gouden Handen’ (Golden Tengels).

19
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playground

relax/ meet area 

commercial area

neglected area

1935 scale 1:10.000

around 1935:  The Old Indische Buurt was 
built between 1900-1920 and consists out 
of long streets with few public spaces and 
play areas. The largest part of the neigh-
bourhood, the New Indische Buurt, was 
built between 1923-1934 and includes 
many squares and green spaces. 

The squares in the district were mainly laid 
out as a park: green lawns, a few bushes 
and some benches to enjoy the beautifully 
maintained squares. The squares were 

usually used as a place of relaxation. An ex-
ception was Niasplein (now Makassarplein), 
this paved square was used for election 
meetings of the Socialist Party (the SDAP). 
After 1930, neighbourhood and playground 
associations were committed to provide the 
use of public spaces more as playgrounds. 
Mainly school buildings were located next to 
squares, that’s why gradually squares were 
being used as a school-playground as well. 
After school hours, the squares were man-
aged by ‘playground associations’. In this 

period playgrounds were strictly pillarization 
bound. For example, the Ambonplein play-
ground was managed by a Roman Catholic 
association, which meant that children had 
to make the sign of a cross to enter the 
playground.  

around 1980:  The large scale demoli-
tion around 1980 ensured a decline of 
the population. Present social relations 
fell apart, something that also infl uenced 
the use of the public areas. A lot of build-

use of PublIc sPace
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1980 scale 1:10.000

ings around squares were demolished, the 
surrounding areas looked deserted, and 
playgrounds were not used anymore. In the 
recent years the squares themselves were 
poorly maintained and looked degenerated. 
The focus during the fi rst city renewal was 
mainly on housing. However, it was neces-
sary to address the use of public space 
as well. Already in the AUP (Algemeen 
Uitbreidingsplan van Amsterdam) daily 
needs of people were spatially translated. 
For each population category the necessary 

square meters of amenities and shortest 
walking distances were calculated. In these 
population categories, children were not 
neglected, instead you could even speak 
of spatial emancipation of the child. Playing 
and sports are recognized as basic needs 
for children. The sandpit is seen as an 
indispensable part of the playground for the 
youngest children. Paved areas and large 
green playgrounds are intended for older 
children. This postwar philosophy is applied 
in the Indische Buurt during the period of 

the fi rst city renewal. The physical locations 
of the squares stayed the same, while each 
square got a specifi c layout suited for the 
age of users. Where previously the squares 
were more or less laid out as a park, they 
are now refurbished, paved and arranged 
as sport fi elds and playgrounds. 
Present: In recent years, there were 
signifi cant investments in the public space 
in the Old Indische Buurt, in particular the 
Timorplein and Javaplein. Those squares 
are now partly commercially used. The tra-

Present scale 1:10.000
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ditional use of public space as recreational 
areas is now combined with commercial 
use. Het Badhuis, Coffee Company and 
Studio K have large terraces adjacent to 
the Javaplein and Timorplein. Squares are 
not so much only seen as occupied areas 
or playgrounds anymore, the appearance 
and attractiveness is important as well. 
For example the Javaplein was recently 
adapted and equipped with large fountains, 
that enrich the scenery of this space. Figure 
21 and 22 show the transformation of the 
Javaplein over time, morphology stays 
the same while the use of public space 
changes. Today, public spaces are seen 
much more as an important tool to create 
an image and identity for the neighbour-
hood. 

A same sort of development can be seen in the 
semi-public inner courtyard in the ‘Van der Pek’ 
housing blocks. After the founding, this semi-
public garden was used by the residents of the 
building block: benches are present (figure 23)
and sometimes the garden is used to organize 
public music concerts. The space which once 
was ‘used space’, now only has the function of 
being attractive (figure 24) Residents need to 
pay for maintenance, but they are not allowed to 
enter the courtyard.

Until now renovations of public space took 
place mainly in the Old Indische Buurt. However, 
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‘Samen Indische Buurt’ draws attention to 
the large squares in the New Indische Buurt. 
The organization arranged neighbourhood 
meetings and workshops to think about a new 
interpretation of the two largest squares in the 
area: the Sumatraplantsoen and Makassarplein. 
Since the 80’s this trend of involvement of local 
residents plays an increasingly important role 
in the change of the environment. The premise 
is that involvement ensures the ultimate use of 
public space. 

Since the existence of the squares, they are used 
as reference points in the neighbourhood. Over 
time each square has gained its own qualities 
and weaknesses, which distinguishes them 
and makes them recognizable. The focus has 
mainly been on the functioning of the squares. 
Over the years, the layout of streets received 
less attention, which results mainly in a paved 
appearance of the streets. Transformation took 
place in the sense of adding parking lots and 
recycle bins.

The figures 25, 27 and 29 show the 
transformation of the Boniplein (left) and 
figures 26, 28 and 30 the transformation of 
the Ambonplein (right). These photographs 
summarize the narrative of the changing use 
and layout of squares in the Indische Buurt. The 
development of those two squares is similar to 
other squares in the neighbourhood. 



38

gReen stRuctuRe

water

public green

collective green

For a long time, the area which is now the 
Indische Buurt was a natural landscape just 
outside the city walls. In that time period the 
green area was used for leisure, to escape the 
crowded city. Painters from that time period (like 
Rembrandt) have made some beautiful portraits 
of the green landscape. 

During the construction of the Indische Buurt, 
the relatively small public spaces that existed, 
were laid out as little parks, without green 
lawns and hardly any paving. The green areas 

in the neighbourhood shrink into insignifi cance 
compared to the nearby Flevopark.

The construction of the Flevopark started in 
1920. Eight years later the park was open 
for public. The construction of the park was 
intended to create jobs for residents. The 
biggest challenge was to create a connection 
with the Indische Buurt. Namely, the park and 
the neighbourhood are segregated from each 
other because the privately owned ground of 
the Jewish cemetery is located in between. 

Since the cemetery should not be touched, two 
entrances were created: one at the Zeeburgerdijk 
and one at the Valentijnkade. Later the ditch 
(Molenwetering) was fi lled to create a new central 
entrance. Nowadays the park is still accessible 
through an underpass which connects the 
green Javaplantsoen with the park. Once the 
Insulindeweg had a green character, the idea was 
to connect the Flevopark with the Oosterpark by 
creating a stately green lane. 

Over time, the green public spaces in the 

1980 scale 1:20.0001935 scale 1:20.000
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Present scale 1:20.000

neighbourhood itself, transformed into more 
paved areas. Green squares are arranged as 
playgrounds, not just to give the squares more 
functionality for children but probably also 
because maintenance is easier.

During the first city renewal there is an arise of 
collective inner courtyards. The very large building 
blocks, mainly in the south and the north-west 
area have collective gardens were childeren can 
play safely together, whithout the danger of car 
traffic. Nowadays some collective gardens turned 

into ‘Kijkgroen’.

31

32

33
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PResent condItIons
The Indische Buurt contains a rich collection 
of buildings that all more or less fit within the 
standard of the closed building block. The 
original Indische Buurt as it was realised in 1935 
contained the concepts of already three different 
building periods and the various typologies that 
come with that. The oldest form, the speculative 
building method where individual houses formed 
a closed building block is dominant in the area 
that we call the Old Indische Buurt. Individual 
landlords realised one or more dwellings resulting 
in a diverse street image with a wide variety in 
façades and use of space. Around 1910 the first 
corporations complete their dwelling complexes. 
Experiments are showing, for example Van der 
Pek opens the building block at one side and 
Berlage creates smaller blocks within an existing 
structure. Both projects are designed as a 
complex that house several dwellings. The typical 
‘Amsterdamse School’ characterizes the last 
architectural phase that completes the Indische 

Buurt. Again the design reasons from the idea 
of building a complete complex and social 
structures. The façade and the use of certain 
architectural elements is something typical for this 
direction.

The Indische Buurt was heavily affected by the 
strategy of demolition and new building during 
the Urban Renewal period of the 80’s. The 
main quarter that shows the highest number 
of new projects and the most significant 
transformation in urban fabric is the area around 
the Ambonplein. Streets disappeared, blocks 
were joined and a new type of architecture 
replaced the Amsterdamse School complexes. 
These large scale interventions resulted in new 
ideas and use of public space and face there 
own specific challenges nowadays. Finally more 
recent additions seem to upgrade the Indische 
Buurt and facilitate new forms of urban life. 
The Borneohof and Borneodriehoek are new 

forms of architecture that fit within the existing 
morphological structure and enhance the 
relationship with its surrounding public space.

Looking on a smaller scale at the dynamics of our 
area, the choice of ensembles automatically limits 
the content of our research. Nevertheless the 
three ensembles try to include the developments 
over time as complete as possible. All the main 
building periods as described above are covered 
in the ensembles of our choice and therefore the 
relations between the various ideas about the 
closed building block are included. Over time all 
ensembles have been exposed to one or more 
periods of transformation and were confronted 
with specific issues that affect the neighbourhood 
as a whole. Focussing on these ensembles 
enables us to give a more detailed insight of the 
Indische Buurt.

built area

water 

subject
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buIldIng tyPologIes

speculative building

corporation building

first city renewal

second city renewal

The three ensembles were selected to show the 
different developments over time. The first and 
second ensemble were built between 1900 and 
1918. The block on the left consists more out 
of speculative buildings, the one in the middle 
more out of social housing. Both were subjected 
to relatively small-scale urban renewal. The third 
one was built during the ‘Amsterdamse School’ 
period and was completely replaced by large-
scale urban renewal in the 80’s
The speculative buildings in the first ensemble 
nowadays consists mainly out of desirable 

apartments, one per floor. They are rented or sold 
individually mostly to singles or young couples. 
They used to house larger families, at the time 
of construction even two families per floor since 
there was a front and back apartment.
The social housing complexes exist out of 
different typologies. For example the apartments 
done by Berlage were designed for families. 
Nowadays they have been transformed into 
studios for students since they didn’t met today’s 
requirements for comfort. In the Van der Pek 
building they chose to merge homes vertically 

and horizontally to retain its original target, 
namely groups of families.

The third ensemble transformed completely 
different than the others over time. Once it 
consisted out of ‘Amsterdamse School’ style 
apartments but due to poor building quality a lot 
of them were replaced by porch flats between 
1980 and 1985. This new type of building block 
had more variety in dwellings, they vary from 
one to six bedroom apartments. Morphological 
structures changed dramatically during this time 
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and are therefore creating new relations between 
private and public space.  
The first and second city renewal projects 
resulted in different typologies and ownership 
structures. The first type usually consists out of 
porch flats with social housing apartments and 
often attracts a lower social class, dominant in 
the third ensemble. The second type has a more 
mixed ownership structure and more variety in 
typologies like lofts, two floor apartments and 
street-level family homes and can mostly be 
found in the first and second ensemble. 
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block moRPhology 

Within the thirty years the Indische Buurt was 
completed, three major strategies of building can 
be distinguished. Speculative buildings following 
the existing agricultural structure, complexes by 
corporations and the largest part was influenced 
by the architecture of the ‘Amsterdamse School’ 
and more spacious in its layout. The speculative 
building period is characterized by the small 
parcel structure and narrow street morphology. 
Because corporations realized larger complexes 
the parcel structure is bigger. During this period 
architects started rethinking the narrow block 

morphology. This resulted in opening the closed 
building block (Van der Pek) or making smaller 
blocks within the structure (Berlage). In the last 
building period the layout of the structure had 
become much more spacious and large building 
blocks with inner gardens were the main type. 
Bigger blocks, sometimes 3 times the size, 
replaced building blocks from the 30’s. Squares 
and streets were redefined. In the old part only 
fragments have been replaced in the first and 
second Urban Renewal phases.

ensemble 1
 1935 scale 1:5000

ensemble 2 
1935 scale 1:5000

ensemble 3 
1935 scale 1:5000

34

35

36
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ensemble 1
 present scale 1:5000

ensemble 2
present scale 1:5000

ensemble 3  
present scale 1:5000 36

35

34
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functIons

institutions

commercial

education

religion

sport/ culture

1

2
3

4

1. J.P. Coen School
2. ‘UKGR Evangelisch’ Center
3. Stay Oke Hostel
4. Studio K 

The Indische Buurt is particularly a living area 
and it already showed a richness in the evolution 
of social housing. Although in recent years the 
area is becoming more well-known because of 
its facilities: for example the Stay Oke Hostel, 
Studio K, Badhuis and the new built Public 
Library are landmarks for people outside of 
the Indische Buurt. Remarkable is that those 
commercial/cultural functions are only present in 
the two ensembles situated in the Old Indische 
Buurt. Especially the second ensemble, were 
the Javastraat over the years already formed the 

most important commercial street in the area, 
was extended with a lot of commercial functions 
at the end of the street. The commercial functions 
are not only focussing on every day needs for the 
local residents, instead they are trying to attract a 
broader public into the neighbourhood.

The third ensemble, situated in the New Indische 
Buurt, consists out of less commercial functions. 
In this area there is clearly a difference between 
housing and other functions. The large housing 
blocks are intended and designed just for living. 

The individual building elements in the urban 
fabric form the exceptions in this area. The 
buildings around the Ambon Church, which 
once formed one Christian enclave in the 
neighbourhood, are now housing, educational 
and institutional functions. It is remarkable that 
in the New Indische Buurt amenities are clearly 
separated from housing, compared to the Old 
Indische Buurt, were shops or small companies 
are situated on the ground floor of the dwellings. 

Finally, it is striking that institutional functions are 
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7

8

1

1
2

3

9

10

11

4 5

6

7

82

3

4
5

6

5. Coffee Company
6. Badhuis
7. ‘Samen Indische Buurt’
8. Police Office

1. Commerce Javastraat
2. Eltheto Church
3. Studio space
4. Public library

1. Café Seleccio
2.‘Stichting aanpak overlast’
3. Public School: De Evenaar
4.‘Dienstencentrum Zeeburg’
5.‘Wijkopbouworgaan’
6. R.C. School: De Waaier
7. ‘Civic Zeeburg’
8. Viking Sauna Oost
9. Childcare: ‘t Karrewiel
10. Philharmonic Orchestra
11. Institution for Islamic S.M.W

more or less spread across the neighbourhood. 
Most of the institutional functions, like ‘Samen 
Indische Buurt’, ‘Civic Zeeburg’, the Eltheto 
Church and the UKGR Center, are spaces were 
people from the different ensembles come 
together. 
So while some functions seem to separate 
the neighbourhood into different parts, the 
institutional functions form social connections. 
Also the many shops in the Javastraat can be 
seen as socially connecting, because of less 
shops in the New Indische Buurt the Javastraat is 

used as a shopping area for daily goods for many 
residents in the neighbourhood. The municipality 
is planning to commercialise the Javastraat, in the 
future there will be less opportunities for the sole 
proprietorship (which makes the street nowadays 
such a succes).
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collective use

public use 

commercial use

ensemble 1
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1. use of PublIc sPace
37

3938

In this area the Timorplein is the main square and 
also the largest public space in the Old Indische 
Buurt. In the last couple of years there have 
been large investments in the public space in the 
Old Indische Buurt, The Timorplein is one of the 
renewed squares in the area. The playground of 
the square is redesigned and it is now partly used 
as commercial space by the Stay Oke Hostel and 
Studio K. 

One of the 19th century building blocks has been 
opened up during the first city renewal, there is 
a public playground situated in between, which 
is also used as playground for the adjacent 
school. On the west side, the building blocks 
are bounded by the raised railway track, in the 
green rest zone next to the railway track there is 
a basketball field located. However, most of the 
green rest zone is not used at all.  

The remaining public space consist out of roads 
and sidewalks. The road is characterised by its 
elongated and dense shape. Although the roads 
are already very narrow, this feeling is enhanced 
by the presence of cars parked close to each 
other. The sidewalk is used as sort of transition 
between public and private space. In front of 
many houses residents claim space on the 
sidewalk; they use it to put a bench or to expose 
a collection of potted plants (figure 37-39). On the 
one hand the streets may look a bit messy, while 
on the other hand it creates a feeling of identity 
and personality.
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collective use

public use 

commercial use

ensemble 2
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2. use of PublIc sPace
40

4241

The Javaplein has always been a square 
connecting roads and tram ways, that is why the 
square is separated into three parts. In the past 
the square was hardly used because of the busy 
traffic nearby. After the redevelopment Coffee 
Company and restaurant/bar Badhuis use the 
square for commercial purposes. The remaining 
part is not used that much as a recreational area, 
probably because it is located next to a quite 
busy road and tram line. By redesigning Javaplein 
the emphasis was redrawn to more aesthetic 
qualities. 

At the west side of this ensemble, the angled 
corners of building blocks in the Sumatrastraat 
and Athjehstraat create a little open space, which 
is used as a small square. Planted trees and 
some benches create a small meeting space in 
the densely built area. 

The nearby Javastraat has a more spacious 
setup than most streets in the area. The 
sidewalks are wide enough to make it possible 
for groceries and flower shops to expose their 
products on the street (figure 40). 
The arise of social housing in this area also 
meant experimenting with the public and 
private domain. This results in a collective inner 
garden that is now barely used anymore, these 
days it is just ‘kijkgroen’ (figure 41). The social 
housing blocks of Berlage are smaller and the 
compositions of the building blocks creates small 
roads perpendicular to the main roads. Those 
small roads are informally used, even to talk 
through the window with each other (figure 42).



52

collective use

public use 

commercial use

ensemble 3
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3. use of PublIc sPace
43

45

44

Compared to the other two ensembles the 
difference of public space in this area is 
enormous, particularly due to upscaling. The 
public area in this ensemble is formed by a 
network of roads and squares; borders between 
square, street and sidewalk are not always 
clearly noticeable. All squares are furnished 
with playground equipment. Because of a lot 
of squares that are located next to each other 
it seems that playgrounds are not used quite 
intense. Often they are abandoned spaces (figure 
43). At the Ambonplein and Boniplein there is 
a school building situated on the square itself, 
during school hours those squares are used as 
playground as well.

In this area sidewalks are not used in the way 
they are used in the Old Indische Buurt, it seems 
people do not feel responsible for the space 
outside of their apartment. The character of the 
sidewalk is mainly determined by the presence of 
garbage (figure 44).
 
Some spaces form an exception in the area. 
Mainly people who are private owners use their 
small porches as recreational space by putting 
some chairs there (figure 45). Probably because 
they have their own property and their own 
entrance, they feel more responsible and they are 
more likely to really use the space.
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ensemble 1 Madurastraat, Bankastraat, Delistraat

ensemble 2 Berlage Housingblock

ensemble 3  Boniplein, Ambonplein

ensemble 2 Van der Pek Housingblock

collective use

public use 

private use



55

stReet PRofIle
46

48

47

The street profile of the first ensemble is taken 
at the public playground at the intermittent part 
of the block. This playground is well used by 
children since there aren’t many places to play 
in this part of the neighbourhood. The street is 
mainly occupied by facilities for bicycle and car 
parking, the road itself and narrow sidewalks. The 
individual entrances on the street are places were 
the sidewalk is usually wider. These elements 
break the length of the street and offer inhabitants  
the just conditions to claim public space with 
individual objects and ornaments.  

The second ensemble has quite a different use of 
publics space. For example the space in between 
the Berlage housing block is mainly used for 
parking bicycles. The collective inner courtyard is 
well used by students. The target group, scale of 
the courtyard, the adjacent private kitchens are 
the conditions resulting in claiming the collective 
space. In the Van der Pek housing block the 
collective garden is inaccessible, only the private 
terraces at the border are well used. However, 
people seem to enjoy the green, light and space 
of the collective domain. 

In the third ensemble the conditions for claiming 
space are less present. In some places the public 
space is used to dump dirt. The scale of open 
spaces doesn’t seem to facilitate a good use of 
space, it’s too wide. Recent interventions try to 
tackle this problem with private spaces at the 
border of the public domain. They reduce the 
distance between façade and public space, but 
changes in the façade could make them more 
effective. 
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entRances 

Originally speculative buildings always had two 
entrances per building. One was for the (store-) 
house at ground level, the other one gave 
entrance to a narrow staircase that lead to the 
apartments on the floors above. In the case 
of store houses the entrances usually weren’t 
located together at one side but on both sides of 
the façade right next to the walls in the corners. 
It was also common that the entrances were 
recessed, therefore giving a softer transition from 
the public to the private zone. 

Nowadays one could still see the same principle 
in this type of buildings but sometimes two doors 
are replaced by one and the entrance is shifted 
to the hall on the ground level. In and around the 
Javastraat, it is usual that modern storefronts 
replaced the original façades on the ground floor.

Berlage introduced the porch entrance in his 
social housing complexes in the Indische Buurt, 
providing access to two apartments per floor, 
the so-called porch flats. These entrances were 
also common during the ‘Amsterdamse School’ 

and during the first city renewal in the 80’s. They 
offer more light, air and space than the narrow 
staircases we saw at the speculative buildings.

In the 80’s storages were situated on the 
ground floor and a back entrance was offered to 
residents. They could store bikes in an individual 
storage, a thing appreciated at that time to 
meet the demands for safety. One could say the 
ground floor storage replaced the one that was 
usually located in the attic. 

carparking/storages

6+ houses per door

4 houses per door

1 house per door

commercial functions

back/ recessed entrance

ensemble 1 scale 1:2000
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Recent city renewal projects have new kind 
of entrances and deal with new problems, 
like private car parking in the city center for a 
different social class. Some architects have 
chosen to reuse the idea of individual entrances 
at street level like in the speculative buildings. 
The residents of higher floors can access their 
apartments through the collective car-parking or 
a central lobby, that offer modern facilities like an 
elevator.

Another recent renewal project in the second 

ensemble uses a collective inner courtyard 
to provide access to the houses. This inner 
courtyard has facilities like bicycle sheds and an 
elevator. 
Overall can be concluded that the first en second 
ensembles have much more individual entrances 
on the street. The speculative buildings have the 
possibility to facilitate commercial activities on the 
ground level. It seems to create more liveliness in 
public space than examples of the third ensemble 
with porch access and storages on the ground 
level.

ensemble 2 scale 1:2000 ensemble 3 scale 1:2000
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1. façade & Plans
In the speculative building period the built dwellings 
were based on a system of individual parcels that 
together formed a building block. There are slight 
differences in the design of the façade, however when 
one looks at the floor plans of these apartments the 
similarities are obvious. This period in housing design is 
characterised by a strong two-sided orientation, there is 
a front and a back apartment on every floor. 

On the ground floor there was an entrance for the 
two apartments on this level, and an entrance for 
the apartments on higher floors. The whole complex 
consists out of four layers and an attic. The internal 
alcoves, small spaces for sleeping without windows 
or fresh air, divided the apartments in the front and 
the back. The issue of light and air was the thing that 
concerned the most and became an important element 
in the renovation plans of the 80’s. The transformation 
resulted in a new layout of the apartments, now having 
one on each floor. The alcoves have been removed 
to enable the flow of fresh air and the access of light. 
The ground floor apartment now has its own entrance, 
sometimes there is an office or store, the other leads 
to the four upper apartments. Every apartment now 
is equipped with individual sanitation and cooking 
facilities.

1935: speculative building present: speculative building
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2. façade & Plans
The building blocks of the decade that followed the 
one of speculative building have a totally different 
appearance. The collection of individually designed 
dwellings had been replaced by a more cohesive 
image, the complexes of the corporations were 
designed as a whole. The complex relies on a collective 
entrance from where the various apartments can be 
accessed. The façade is more austere compared 
to the speculative building period architecture and 
the strength of the complex is based on its smart 
internal organisation. Based on social ideologies, the 
designed dwellings should make good quality dwellings 
accessible for labourers. Every apartment has separate 
bedrooms instead of the notorious alcoves. The 
apartments came with individual toilets and there were 
laundry rooms. Most of the complexes have 4 layers of 
dwellings and an attic for the storage of coal.

During the renovation of the building stock from this 
period usually smaller apartments are joined in either 
horizontal or vertical way. More comfortable models 
replace original kitchens and sanitation facilities. The 
individual entrances of apartments often vary after the 
renovation because of the new arrangements. 

1935: Berlage Housingblock present: Berlage Housingblock
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3. façade & Plans
The last period of the original development of the 
Indische Buurt was highly influenced by the architects 
from the ‘Amsterdamse School’, The focus here was 
more oriented towards the façade, wrapped around the 
stacked apartments like a connecting shell. The use of 
ornaments was in contrast with the complexes of the 
corporations, just like the amount of attention that was 
paid to the floor plan. The apartments were modest and 
less spacious as those from a decade before. Individual 
sanitation facilities often lacked. 

Because of poor construction methods many buildings 
of this period have been replaced during the first Urban 
Renewal phase. The replacing dwellings feature more 
spacious floor plans and meet all modern standards 
when it comes to comfort. Through collective access 
points people enter their apartment. The façade wasn’t 
that important in the aim of creating affordable housing 
which resulted in a typical uniform architecture. Some 
blocks of the Amsterdamse school period in the 
Indische Buurt may not be as famous as those in the 
Spaarndammerbuurt, there are many elements in the 
dwellings that make them desirable nowadays. So the 
ones that were spared through renovation also serve 
their inhabitants requirements nowadays. 

1935:  Amsterdamse School present: ‘jaren 80’ building
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conclusIons
This report so far has been an attempt to 
provide an overview of the main insights in the 
physical and social dynamics of the Indische 
Buurt. It captures the present thoughts and 
observations to come to a clear but not 
necessarily complete understanding of this 
neighbourhood. The analysis so far allows us to 
distil the main opportunities of this district and 
provides tools to further intensify the research 
and design process in the Indische Buurt.

Heterogeneity, diversity and fragmentation 
might be some first words that come to mind 
when one speaks about an area like the 
Indische Buurt. The neighbourhood originates 
from a period with rapidly shifting ideas about 
society and social housing. So from the rise 
of the neighbourhood in the beginning of 
the 20th century a unified character did not 

suit the feeling of the area, something which 
is still assignable today. The oldest part of 
the Indische Buurt has the highest number 
of recently built dwellings and the original 
speculative buildings are very popular. New 
inhabitants seem to appreciate the identity 
that comes along with this specific type of 
architecture and its small-scale setup. The 
recent introductions of public and commercial 
amenities like the public library, coffee bars 
and movie theatre ‘Studio K’ results in more 
conviviality in this particular part of the area. 
Opposed to this upwards movement another 
image is present in the Indische Buurt. The 
dwellings that predominately date from the 
first urban renewal phase offer more spacious 
apartments. Qualities are the wider streets 
and inner gardens, however this part of the 
neighbourhood also deals with new issues. 

Lack of identity, less manageable public space 
and the functional ideology that resulted in lack 
of other dynamics than housing are some first 
characteristics that begin to describe this part. 

The relationship between spatial typology and 
the social dynamics seems to be evident. 
Specific parts of the Indische Buurt all come 
with a different type of architecture, with the 
biggest diversity in the oldest part. Housing 
typologies differ from mainly starter homes 
and student rooms in the Old Indische Buurt 
to larger family homes and more spacious 
apartments in the New Indische Buurt. 
One might assume this would lead to the 
fragmentation of various social groups, 
however the networks are really interconnected 
in the neighbourhood. Nowadays a wide 
range of NGO’s fulfils the desire of interaction 
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between groups in the Indische Buurt. Moreover 
the power of the group was already present in 
the original Indische Buurt. The corporations were 
each representing a certain pillar which resulted 
in safety and commitment. During the 60’s and 
70’s the pillars lost its power and the character of 
the Indische Buurt started changing. The urban 
renewal phase of the 80’s was again an important 
period wherein the inhabitants united. The 
power of organisation was shown in preventing 
the realisation of owner-occupied housing and 
a focus towards social housing. That’s why 
currently there is still a high percentage of social 
housing, mainly in the New Indische Buurt.

The northwest part of the Indische Buurt, the 
former speculative housing, is the part which 
shows a high concentration of owner occupied 
housing. At the beginning of the 21st century, 

the housing stock in the Old Indische Buurt 
indicated the emergence of a ‘hole under the 
market’ because of the poor condition of the 
housing on the one hand and the potential of 
the location on the other, the difference in value 
was the catalyst for gentrification in this area.
Gentrification is a process described by Hamnett 
as followed: “The invasion by middle-class or 
higher-income groups of previously working 
class neighbourhoods or multi-occupied “twilight 
areas” and the replacement or displacement of 
many of the original occupants. It involves the 
physical renovation or rehabilitation of what was 
frequently a highly deteriorated housing stock 
and its upgrading to meet the requirements of 
its new owners. In the process, housing in the 
areas affected, both renovated and unrenovated, 
undergoes a significant price appreciation. Such 
a process of neighbourhood transition commonly 

involves a degree of tenure transformation from 
renting to owning.” 16

The process results in new groups entering the 
Indische Buurt and making the area attractive 
for long-term housing. The oldest part suffices 
the most in the demands of the new inhabitants, 
it offers; an own identity, a lot of amenities, a 
good connection with the city centre etc. On 
the contrary, the developments in the New 
Indische Buurt - with its 80’s architecture and 
predominately social housing - are somewhat 
behind.
 
The main questions that could be addressed is 
what exactly should be improved and for whom? 
If you call the Old Indische Buurt successful, 
how could it be a model for the rest of the 
neighbourhood without ignoring the different 

typologies and avoiding replacement of its 
current inhabitants? How can the functional 80’s 
architecture be adapted to the standards dwellers 
demand nowadays? How do you maintain the 
neighbourhood’s united character and prevent 
the creation of two separated worlds?

16. Hamnett, C (1991), The blind men and 

the elephant: the explanation of gentrifica-

tion, p30-52 in Weesep, J. van & Musterd, 

S. (eds) Urban housing for the better-off: 

gentrification in Europe. Utrecht: Stedelijke 

netwerken werkstuk.
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Own photography:
10, 11, 15, 16, 18, 20, 24, 32, 33, 37-52, 54

Pictures mentioned as ‘Own photography’ are made by Jolanda 

Schobers and Jordi Stals, on the 27th of February, 4th of March, 

29th of March and and the 4th of April, 2013.
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TU/E GRADUATION STUDIO UUA
HABITAT RELOADED
ISBN 1234567891234

This booklet is a publication as a result of 
the research conducted for the graduation 
studio “Habitat Reloaded” supervised by prof.
dr.ir. P.J.V van Wesemael, ir. M.W. Musch and 
dipl.-ing. H.H.Yegenoglu on the four residential 
areas “Indische Buurt”, “Van der Pekbuurt”, 
“Slotermeer-Noordoost” and “Bijlmer-
Kraaiennest” in the city of Amsterdam.
The subject of the graduation studio is 
to research the influence of the ongoing 
transformations on contemporary urban living 
forms and the role of urban and architectural 
design within this complex matter. The central 

concern is the relation between the social and 
spatial aspects of housing, or in other words, the 
relation between habitus and habitat.
The four neighbourhoods are exemplary for 
different urban and architectural paradigms in 
the 20th century. All areas have been subject of 
previous attempts of urban renewal, and are still 
in the picture today due to new processes of 
spatial, social and economic developments.
 
This research will offer insight into the successive 
shifting correlations between housing policy, 
urban planning and urban habitat.


