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Abstract: C.H. Doevendans, J. Verbeke, J. Petric, N. de Meijere 2003. The META
USO connection. USO-Built Report Series 2:35-40. The META university, estab
lished in 2000, facilitates international collaboration at the Master-level. Since Sep
tember 2003 the Doctor Phase has been added to the Bologna process. Universities 
now offer (at least) 3 levels of education: Bachelor, Master and Doctor. Joint degrees 
and joint education of the advanced levels (Master & Doctor) is one of the measures 
to increase quality and employability of young professionals and researchers. In this 
set-up the META-university is the place to develop and plan courses, while USO-Built 
is in essence a research school. Questions to be answered include: (i) How may 
these 2 initiatives strengthen each other?, and (ii) How should the collaboration be 
organized? 
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The META-University is a way forward to facilitate international collaboration. It 
makes course structures more transparent, facilitates student exchanges and devel
ops joint modules. The pilot with Joint Master Courses included TU Eindhoven, 
Strathclyde University and Hogeschool voor Wetenschap & Kunst, Sint-Lucas Archi
tecture. It is now extending all over Europe and is even active in projects with the 
America's and Africa. This contribution tries to report on the experiences and benefits 
of the project partners. In addition the extension to doctor courses is investigated, 
also in the light of the recent Berlin Declaration in the Bologna process. 

As to the USO-Built future this chapter will try to treat the following issues: (i) Impor
tance of mobility for young researchers, but do we need a network for that purpose?; 
(ii) Educational networks: Socrates, Erasmus World Program, but can single universi
ties not do that just as well?; (iii) How should USO-Built and the META-University 
share resources? 

4.1. Internationalisation 
The European Community promotes study abroad as a means of improving the qual
ity of academic cooperation bringing benefits to students and higher education insti
tutions. 

Studying abroad can be a particularly valuable experience. It is not only the best way 
to learn about other countries, ideas, languages and cultures; increasingly, it is an 
important part of professional and academic career development. 

International activities become more and more important for universities. The META
University, established in 2000 by TU/e, is an answer to that need. During its first 
year, 3 pilot partners did have a lot of discussions about the way forward. The first 
discussions were on structures and practical issues. After some time when more and 
more people got involved, the focus shifted to content and to complementary exper
tise and capabilities. The consortium is now extending and benefiting from the activi
ties in several European funded projects. 

Due to the increased flow of students under SOCRATES, teaching and administra
tive staff have to help and guide outgoing and incoming students throughout the year. 
Information is scattered and frequently incomplete or outdated. Students go and ar
rive at different periods of the academic year. 

The international META-university is a network of universities and design schools of 
Architecture and Urban Planning. The Schools agree to offer part of their existing ac
tivities in the form of international design workshops and theoretical modules open to 
the students in all schools of the network. This can be achieved by using a common 
web-site as a way to make the offer known. META-University has no commercial 
aims, its sole purpose is to stimulate international exchange and collaboration. The 
META-University facilitates the exchange of information by creating a flexible web
site: http://www.metauniversity.tue.nl . 

4.2. Combining Excellences 
Combining the abilities of the member universities and the possibilities of their re
spective locations trough an exchange of students and staff is a key factor in META
University. We envisage META-University as a network of universities with activities 
situated in real space. This network is supported by the ever expanding possibilities 
of cyber space. Thus META university will combine the best of both worlds. It is im-
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portant to emphasize that META-University is not a virtual university, its activities 
take place in real locations 

All the workshops and courses take place in 'real space' on the locations of the 
members universities and under their full control. Staff and Students also meet each 
other in 'real space'. This concept of a META-university is founded on the conviction 
that, although modern communication offers invaluable new perspectives, nothing 
can replace real experience and real contacts. In this concept the web-site is just a 
tool for communication, for assembling the different offers and for exploring areas of 
common concern. The aim is to make the best of both the shared interests and the 
individual qualities of the member schools. 

4.3. Joint Masters 
Originally the META-University focused on master education. In most cases the 2 
master years offer enough flexibility to the students to follow some well-composed 
modules at another university. Quickly it became clear that there was a need for a 
deep and content-focused discussion between the partners of the META-University. 
This led to the idea to create 'joint masters'. These were intended to reflect the joint 
competencies of the partners. These 'joint masters' are intended to stimulate col
laboration between staff (they will be module to contribute to the modules in which 
they have expertise) and help the student preparing for his diploma work. When they 
stay for one semester at another university and follow one of the modules and later 
on participate in one of the workshops organised by the consortium, the will receive 
(in addition to their diploma) a certificate of the META-University partnership. 

These joint modules and 'joint masters' is based on four basic agreements between 
the partner universities: universities must respect the MET A roster for their calendar, 
courses are in English, results are transferred using the ECTS-system (Appendix 1) 
and their is mutual recognition of student efforts. These agreements required long 
preparations and extensive discussions. 

As the master programs are connected to research activities, the META-University 
also benefits from the activities of the USO-BUILT (User Orientation and the Built 
Environment) Doctorate School which was started in 2001. This Doctorate Network 
aims to function as a European Doctorate Network as foreseen in the Bologna
Process. The recent Berlin declaration, making the doctorate phase part to the total 
academic educational program, may open up possibilities for even more close rela
tionships, such as transferring all course-work to the META-University and research 
teaching on-the-job to USO-Built. 

4.4. Geographic Extension 
Since the start of META-University, the partnership started the extend as many other 
Schools of Architecture, Urban Design or Planning saw the benefits of the system 
and of being part of the consortium. Applications from Goteburg, Lille, Rome, Rome, 
Warsaw and Weimar were approved. All these universities benefit from the high 
quality exchanges and collaborations. European Union funded the development of a 
Joint Master of these universities on ' Planning and Design of the Post-industrial 
Landscape' Modules within this Joint Master-program include: 
- Explorative Architectural Design; 
- Collaborative and Information Design; 
- Sustainable Planning and Design; 
- User-Oriented Planning and Design; 
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- Theory of the Post-Industrial Landscape; 
- Architectural Heritage and Preservation of the Built Environment. 
These modules are supported by international workshops. 

Also from outside Europe there is increased interest in the activities and quality of the 
META-University. The pilot partners obtained EC funding for an EU-USA project. 
From the US-side the partners consist of the University of Cincinnati, North Carolina 
State University, and the University of Michigan. The project started on 1st of No
vember 2002 to appreciate of similarities and differences in approaches and content 
of the curricula. Students will benefit from expertise not available at their home uni
versities. The partners will benefit from increased interaction within the consortium 
and will develop ongoing faculty exchanges and research collaboration. Joint work
shops will complement the implementation of the 'joint masters'. 

In the Joint Brussels Meeting of META and USO (December 2003) the interrelation
ships of the different networks were discussed in detail and a schema drawn (see 
below). 

~ ~~~~a~e School 
~It (User-oriented Built .Environments). ~ 

In addition a META-USO matrix was agreed upon that shows the relationships be
tween research units of USO-Built (IRU 1 to 4) and Joint (Master) modules to be de
veloped within the META-University. It is interesting to note that the CORE-META 
group forms also a part of the Core group of USO-Built (Chapter 3). In Brussels uni
versities not yet participating in both META and USO were invited to join both. 

4.5. Quality control 
Due to the fact that modules are realised in collaboration between different partner 
universities, META-University installs automatically a system of peer review, discus
sion and the application of the best expertise in the relevant field. This is especially 
important as it is almost impossible to have the top level in each sub-field. 
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4.6. Conclusions 
The META-University is a unique collaboration project in the field of Architecture, Ur
ban Design and Planning. It brings together the top quality in knowledge and design 
in order to realise international 'joint masters' and perhaps also 'joint doctors'. After 
many years of preparation, it is expected the first of these modules will be running 
from 2003-2004 on. With the META-University, the partners are ready for the 
ERASMUS-World program of the European Commission, as well as regular Socrates 
networks. Preparations during many years have led to intense and productive col
laboration between the partners in the consortium. This has spread to North- and 
South-America and is disseminating the idea of an World-Wide Educational Space. 

Appendix to Chapter 4: The principles of ECTS 
Students envisaging a study abroad will be looking for: 

- A study program that is relevant to their final degree; 
- Full academic recognition which ensures that they will not lose time in completing 
their degree by studying abroad. 

To help students making the most from their study abroad, the European Commis
sion has developed a European Credit Transfer System (ECTS). It provides a way to: 
(i) measure and compare learning achievements, and (ii) transfer these from one in
stitution to another. 

ECTS credits are a value allocated to course units to describe the student workload 
required to complete them. These credits reflect the quantity of work each course re
quires in relation to the total quantity of work required to complete a full year of aca
demic study at the institution, that is, lectures, practical work including research ac
tivities, seminars, private work -- in the laboratory, library or at home -- and examina
tions or other assessment activities. 

In ECTS, 60 credits represent one year of study (in terms of workload); normally 30 
credits are given for six months (a semester) and 20 credits for a term (a trimester). 
ECTS credits are allocated to courses and are awarded to students who successfully 
complete those courses by passing the examinations or other assessments. 

How DOES ECTS WORK? The main tools used to make ECTS work and facilitate 
academic recognition are: 
(i) An information package. Institutions that want to use ECTS produce an infor

mation package, updated annually, in which they describe the courses available 
at the institution. It provides general information about the institution, its loca
tion, student accommodation, administrative procedures necessary to register 
and academic calendar. Good course information is essential to prepare seri
ous study abroad and descriptions covering the content, prerequisites, mode of 
assessment, time unit, type of course, teaching and learning methods em
ployed and ECTS credits allocated are all included in the information package, 
along with a description of the department offering the course. Details of ex
amination and assessment procedures, the institution's grading scale and the 
structure of the curriculum of the degree are also included. The information 
package is produced in both the national language and in a second Community 
language. They are circulated to partner institutions for students and professors 
to consult and use in planning study abroad programs. 

(ii) A student application form is used for informing the host organisation of coming 
students and for confirming the sending university the student is welcome. 
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(iii) A learning agreement, describes the program of study abroad and is drawn up 
by the individual student and institutions involved before the student goes 
abroad. 

(iv) A transcript of records, shows the learning achievements of the student prior to 
and after the period of study abroad. The transcript of records show for every 
course taken by the student not only the ECTS credits but also the grade 
awarded according to the local grading scale and the ECTS grading scale. The 
combination of the local grades and the ECTS credits and grades represents 
qualitatively and quantitatively the performance of the student on the courses at 
the host institution. 

WHAT IS THE ECTS GRADING SCALE? Examination and assessment results are usu
ally expressed in grades. There are many different grading systems in Europe. To 
help institutions translate the grades awarded by host institutions to ECTS students, 
the ECTS grading scale has been developed. This provides additional information on 
the student's performance to that provided by the institution's grade, but does not re
place the local grade. Higher education institutions make their own decisions on how 
to apply the ECTS grading scale to their own system. 

WHAT DOES ECTS OFFER TO HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS? ECTS creates curricu
lum transparency by providing detailed information on the curricula and their rele
vance towards a degree. ECTS helps academics to make academic recognition de
cisions thanks to prior agreement on the content of study programs abroad between 
students and their home and host institutions. The use of ECTS can also be a cata
lyst for reflection on course curriculum structures, student workload and learning out
comes. With ECTS, higher education institutions preserve their autonomy and re
sponsibility for all decisions concerning students' achievements, without amending 
existing course structures and assessment methods: all courses and assessments 
are those which are normally taken by regular students at the host institution. 
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