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The east-west axis in Cologne is an important multi-
modal traffi c corridor that runs straight through the city 
centre. The traffi c structure occupies a large amount of 
the available public space in the Hahnenstrasse, as well 
as in the two large adjacent urban squares of Rudolfplatz 
and Neumarkt. 

Different urban designers from different ages have 
created different plans for this same location, whereby 
in the current situation the interplay of different historic 
layers on the urban tissue of the Hahnenstrasse area in 
Cologne quite complex. This topic is investigated in this 
report, on the basis of the following research question:

 How do the political and design infl uences of 
different eras come together in the current urban tissue 
of the Hahnenstrasse area in Cologne, and how does 
Albert Speer’s master plan react to this interplay of 
historic layers?

The history of the breakthrough of the Hahnenstrasse 
starts after the Second World War, when over ninety 
percent of the built environment in the city centre of 
Cologne is destroyed. The importance of private vehicle 
traffi c is rising, whereby urban planner Rudolf Schwarz 
proposes a number of wide traffi c corridors straight 
through the city centre, including the east-west axis.

This has a large impact on the urban tissue of Cologne, 
that formerly existed of the ancient Altstadt, extended 
with the Neustadt  - Joseph Stübben’s extension plan 
based on the Wiener Ringstrasse and Baron Haussmann’s 
redevelopment plan for the city of Paris.

The layout of the fl oor of streets and squares in the 

Hahnenstrasse area changed enormously due to the 
Second World War and the emergence of car traffi c. 
Stübben’s romantic design  including a small park made 
place for a purely practical division of space, with 
car roads and tramways completely surrounding the 
Hahnentor and separating it from its surroundings.

In the 1990’s the city began to reclaim some of the 
traffi c space and return it to the pedestrians, by directing 
all traffi c along one side of the Hahnentor. However, in 
2008 the traffi c structure was still too dominant, which 
had negative effects on the residential quality of public 
spaces in the city of Cologne. To prevent a further decline,  
the association of entrepreneurs in Cologne asked the 
design offi ce Albert Speer and Partner to create a plan 
for a redevelopment of the inner city. 

In response, Speer created a large master plan for 
the entire city in Cologne, in which the reorganization 
of parts of the traffi c structure and vegetation, including 
in the Hahnenstrasse, Neumarkt and Rudolfplatz. 
Besides, spots on the map highlight locations where a 
further densifi cation of the city in terms of housing and 
workspace is possible or necessary. For this densifi cation 
many volumes are added, but also much existing 
architecture needs to be demolished in Speer’s opinion, 
especially modern after-war architecture.

Modern architectural buildings were constructed 
on a large scale in the city of Cologne after the Second 
World War. This new architecture had an entirely different 
relationship to the surrounding public space compared 
to the traditional closed perimeter building block 
that characterized the city of Cologne. The modern 
architectural blocks and free-standing objects were built 

mainly south of the east-west axis, whereby this street 
becomes a dividing line with the mainly traditional part of 
the city north of the traffi c corridor. Thereby the amount 
and types of public space in and between the buildings 
and blocks also differs enormously.

Some of these open spaces were fi lled with 
contemporary pieces of architecture, of which many 
are placed on key points in the routing along the east-
west axis in the city centre of Cologne. Also, many of 
these buildings contain high elements, and/or have a 
round shape. These striking characteristics mark some of 
the hidden urban qualities that the Hahnenstrasse area 
possesses, although in a large part of the cases these 
qualities have not been fully exploited yet.

The strengths, opportunities, weaknesses and threats 
of the Hahnenstrasse are the were discovered in the 
research part, are used to create two integral scenarios. 
Both reorganize the existing east-west traffi c corridor to 
improve the residential quality of pedestrian spaces in 
the area, and recreate a network of ancillary places 
for pedestrians in the area between Rudolfplatz and 
Neumarkt. Besides, some new buildings are added that 
will improve the residential quality of the adjacent places, 
improve the typo-morphological layout of the east-west 
axis in the Hahnenstrasse area, and add program that 
increases the liveliness in the Hahnenstrasse area.

From these scenarios and the research different 
types of measures in the existing situation can be 
distinguished. These are translated into four urban design 
elements, that together form the basis of the fi nal design 
for the Hahnenstrasse area. This design will form an 
alternative to the master plan that the offi ce of Albert 
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Summary
Speer and Partner has developed in 2009, in which the 
architecture of the three building blocks south of the 
Hahnenstrasse is fi guratively demolished by converting 
modern architecture in traditional building blocks. In the 
design that is proposed in this report, the current situation 
is respected by suggesting some small interventions 
that improve the residential quality of the space, while 
respecting the existing qualities of the areas and using 
their potentials to a maximum extent.

In the overall design, the fl oor of the entire 
Hahnenstrasse area as well as the volumetric layout of 
some building blocks has been altered. To start with, 
the traffi c structure of the east-west axis is reorganized, 
by pushing all the car traffi c to the south bounds of 
both the Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt, as well as in the 
Hahnenstrasse. In response, the tramways are moved to 
the north parts of the Neumarkt and Hahnenstrasse, and 
the middle part of the Rudolfplatz. The tramways will be 
integrated in the pavements, to visually decrease the 
barrier of the tram traffi c in the public space. 

With these measures, large parts of the Neumarkt 
and Rudolfplatz that are located north of the car road 
are reconnected to each other. The barrier effect of the 
car road itself is also reduced by the creation of new 
pedestrian spaces directly north and south of the road, 
and the visual extension of these places across the road 
with the use of the pavement.

In order to improve the residential quality of some 
places at the Rudolfplatz that are located directly next 
to a major traffi c corridor, some new small volumes are 
placed. They form a visual barrier between the public 
spaces and the road, and thereby increase the intimacy 

of these ancillary spaces.
In the east part of the Neumarkt a large building 

volume is placed, that divides the extremely large 
square into a still large public space, and a more 
intimate, ancillary place. Space is reserved for terraces 
and a bicycle parking space, both adjacent to the 
Schildersgasse - one of Cologne’s most important 
shopping streets. The new building itself also houses 
space for shops in the lower levels, together with a 
part for start-up offi ces in the middle and space with a 
residential purpose in the top part. The building is visually 
split into two horizontal volumes, that together increase 
the monumentality of the façades - which is necessary 
because of the prominent location on the Neumarkt.

Also the inside of some building blocks is used to 
create extra public places. On top of a parking lot inside 
a building block north of the Hahnenstrasse, an elevated 
walkway is created to which small building volumes can 
be attached, as well as existing lower roof space inside 
the building block. Here, artist can have their gallery or 
workspace in a quiet place, right in the centre of Cologne. 
This idea also connects to a cultural axis that is situated 
in the other building blocks north of the Hahnenstrasse.

The most radical changes in the overall design 
take place in two modern building blocks south of the 
Hahnenstrasse, and the postmodern Sparkasse offi ce 
building between the two building blocks and the 
Rudolfplatz. The structure of the building blocks is put 
inside-out, which means that the front façades of the 
buildings will be relocated to the narrow but elongated 
interior spaces of the blocks. These current back alleys 
are used to create an interior walkway for pedestrians, 

connecting the Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt to each other, 
outside of the busy Hahnenstrasse.

The function of some one-storey high shop buildings 
along the Hahnenstrasse is changed, because the 
combination of a busy road and shops is not viable 
anymore. Instead, this space is converted into start-up 
offi ce space, to create a counterpart for the cultural axis 
at the opposing side of the Hahnenstrasse.

On top of these volumes three identical residential 
towers are placed, that imply a densifi cation of the 
city of Cologne as Speer also intended. However in this 
alternative design the shape and concept of the modern 
building blocks is maintained, and a new logic in the form 
of free-standing towers is added to the existing situation.

The central atrium of the Sparkasse offi ce building 
is situated between the interior walkway and the 
Rudolfplatz, and will become an important connection 
between the two. The round shape of the space is 
justifi ed by removing the front wing of the Sparkasse, 
currently sticking out towards the Hahnenstrasse.

Overall, the design that is proposed in this report 
strengthens the urban qualities of the existing situation, 
and uses the potential of currently hidden design 
qualities to improve the residential quality of the entire 
Hahnenstrasse area.  This alternative design differs from 
Albert Speer’s master plan since it doesn’t rücksichtslos 
impose a new design layer on top of the existing urban 
tissue, but listens to what the Hahnenstrasse area has 
to offer and what it really needs in order to become a 
thriving network of ancillary places with large residential 
qualities along the east-west axis in Cologne.
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Introduction
The city of Cologne is known very well for its Dom 

cathedral and adjacent central train station right next to 
the river Rhine. But when I visited Germany’s 4th largest 
city I experienced a whole different impression: wide car 
roads that are cut through the existing urban tissue, used 
by many and many vehicles that constantly produce 
dirty and polluted air. 

Cologne is also the topic of the graduation studio 
‘Cologne - the beauty of a fractured city’ by Jos Bosman 
and Marcel Musch, that I applied for in September 2018. 
The idea of the Cologne graduation studio is to stop 
designing by creating a unifi ed master plan that will be 
enforced in a top-down manner. What a city really needs 
is someone who focuses on the specifi city of the parts, 
by looking at the city piece by piece and responding 
to every space’s specifi c circumstances. By intervening 
on a small scale and respecting the heterogeneity of 
different spaces, the atmosphere will be improved while 
the character of the city will be largely maintained. 

Cologne is a perfect research area for this topic, 
because it is formed by a composition of different 
historical layers that are still visible in the urban tissue 
today. All of these layers are marked by specifi c design 
rules, that were carefully tweaked by later design era’s.

Inner city highways, cut straight through existing 
building blocks, are some of the most obvious results of 
the superimposition of different design layers on top of 
each other. The integration of these urban highways in 
the old urban tissue of Cologne drew my attention.

These wide car roads in the city centre were created 
after the Second World War, when almost the entire city 
was destroyed by bombings and car traffi c was rising 
exponentially (Mom, 2014). Wide car roads in Cologne 
were constructed in north-south and wast-west directions 
(Funck & Riphahn, 2004), as a new structure on top of the 
already existing structure of traditional building blocks.

Together with this new urban structure a new type 
of architecture was implemented in the city of Cologne. 
This new building era was characterized by modern, large 
slab buildings standing freely in the space (Benevolo, 
1977), in contrast to the traditional closed perimeter 
building blocks that dominated  the layout of Cologne 
in earlier times.

With respect to the traffi c and program, these new 
roads and modern architectural buildings do connect the 
city centre with the residential areas around the old city. 
But if we look at it from the urban design way, the wide 
and busy roads literally break up the city into different 
parts, that aren’t connected to each other anymore. The 
existing urban spaces in the city are lacking a coherence 
and orientation, and the new spaces around the after-
war building developments are situated in the urban 
context in an entirely different way compared to the 
traditional town planning.

As a result, the quality of stay in the city centre 
of Cologne has decreased over time, and the city 
government didn’t succeed in improving the situation. 
Therefore a large part of the city’s entrepreneurs united 

themselves in the “Entrepreneurs of the Cologne region 
e.V.”. To achieve an improvement of the image and 
concurrence position of the city, in 2008 they asked the 
offi ce of city planner and architect Albert Speer and 
Partner (AS&P) to fi nd a solution (Unternehmer für die 
region Köln, 2008).

In response, the offi ce of AS&P designed a master 
plan for a revitalization of the inner city of Cologne. 
Its ultimate goal is to increase the number of residents 
and workspaces in the city centre while preventing a 
deterioration in the traffi c system and social welfare 
(Speer, 2009). To achieve this, the master plan consists 
of numerous interventions in the urban zone within the 
city’s Green belt, ranging from small scale building 
developments towards the reorganization of traffi c roads 
and the development of entire new city quarters.

Albert Speer and Partner sometimes take drastic 
measures to achieve the goals they set in their master 
plan. It is logic that in some cases the existing urban 
form has to be replaced by new shapes, but Speer does 
not seem to have much respect for specifi c types of 
architecture in the existing urban tissue. Especially the 
modern architecture in the city has to pay the price for 
AS&P’s master plan; ten years after the presentation of 
the plan in 2009, already a lot of after-war architecture 
is demolished, and in  numerous other cases, modern 
buildings are intended by Speer to be removed.

(Introduction continues on page 11)

Fig. 1. Traffi c in the east-west axis
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One of such cases is the Hahnenstrasse, a part of 
the east-west traffi c corridor through the city centre of 
Cologne.  Along this street - that runs between the two 
large urban squares of Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt - the 
majority of buildings and blocks is designed after the 
Second World War. Some of these blocks are designed as 
a whole, and consist of a lower part and a higher part. To 
increase the building density in the city, Speer proposes 
to replace to lower volumes with higher elements, but 
hereby the original design concept of the blocks is 
destroyed.

The area of the Hahnenstrasse defi nitely needs an 
upgrade, because the high traffi c intensity on the east-
west axis takes its toll on the functioning of the shops 
in the low volumes adjacent to the busy street. The 
sidewalks aren’t a pleasant place to walk anymore 
due to the car and tramway traffi c, that also create a 
physical barrier between areas north and south of the 
Hahnenstrasse. Besides, the large intensity of traffi c also 
cuts into fragments the two large squares of Neumarkt 
and Rudolfplatz. 

All of these issues that appear in the area of the 
Hahnenstrasse tell that this are is in desperate need 
of change. By creating a design for the area of the 
Hahnenstrasse in Cologne, alternative to the design as 
presented by Albert Speer, I try to create a way in which 
AS&P’s master plan can be implemented in the city of 
Cologne, while still respecting the concepts and ways of 
thinking of modern architecture.

A reinterpretation of the area cannot be started 
without thorough research. Due to the importance of 
the application of different master plans in the area, 
created in different ages with different ways of thinking, 
the research question that I try to answer is as follows:

How do the political and design infl uences of 
different eras come together in the current urban tissue 
of the Hahnenstrasse area in Cologne, and how does 
Albert Speer’s master plan react to this interplay of 
historic layers?

The report starts with an analysis of three important 
historic and contemporary urban plans for the (re)
development of the city of Cologne, and their infl uence 
on the urban tissue of Cologne. This is followed by an 
analysis of the implementation of the east-west axis in 
the city of Cologne, with respect to the formation and 
placement of buildings and building blocks relative to 
each other and to the road. Afterwards a selection of 
possible interventions in the Hahnenstrasse area is given, 
examined by their ways of handling the traffi c situation 
in the Hahnenstrasse, as well as their adaptations in the 
current program and the use of public space. These 
scenarios lead to four urban design elements, that 
together form the basis of the overall design that is 
created for the Hahnenstrasse area including Rudolfplatz 
and Neumarkt.

Of this overall plan three different parts are further 
elaborated, to show exactly how the urban design 
elements taken together improve the existing situation, 
by dealing with the traffi c of the east-west axis and 
reconnecting different places to each other, as well 
as by the adaptation of the program to improve the 
structure of the public space.

Fig. 2. Shops along the Hahnenstrasse
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The city of Cologne is situated in Germany, in the 
province of Nordrhein-Westfalen (NR-W). The river Rhine 
fl ows through the province as well as through the city 
centre of Cologne.

A schematic view of the urban core of Cologne 
shows that the city centre is shaped like a circle, and 
surrounded by a large green belt on the left and the river 
Rhine on the right. The city is structured by a north-south 
and east-west road, combinned with a ring street. The 
research location in this report is located along the east-
west axis, at the crossroads with the ring street.

In this picture the research locations of my fellow 
students, who were part of the same graduation studio, 
have chosen to investigate. All locations are situated 
around one or multiple large urban squares, and shaped 
by one or more historic traffi c axes that cross the city 
centre of Cologne.

Fig. 3. Location of Cologne in Germany Fig. 4. Scheme of the city centre of Cologne Fig. 5. Research locations of the Cologne graduation studio
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The area that I chose to investigate is characterized 
by the east-west axis. This traffi c corridor, build up by 
tramways, car lanes and bicycle lanes, takes up most 
of the open space and splits it into fragments. The 
Rudolfplatz is cut into pieces by the traffi c lanes, while at 
the Neumarkt the traffi c splits the middle part from the 
surrounding streets.

Along the Hahnenstrasse, in between the two 
squares, six building blocks are situated. The three blocks 
south of the Hahnenstrasse are designed and build after 
the Second World War, and have a very different layout 
compared to the blocks north of the Hahnenstrasse - of 
which only the buildings adjacent to the Hahnenstrasse 
were redesigned after World War Two.

In the southeast corner of the Rudolfplatz, the 
Sparkasse offi ce building is located. This postmodern 
building visually separates the Rudolfplatz square from 
the Hahnenstrasse.

The blocks north of the Hahnenstrasse together 
form a cultural axis, with a carnival association in the 
Hahnentor, a museum and art association in the middle 
block and a church in the block west of the Neumarkt.

Fig. 6. Scheme of the research location
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RASSE (DIS)CONNECTING PLACES
In this chapter the infl uence of master 

planners and other political and economical 
factors in the city of Cologne on the spatial 
layout of the Hahnenstrasse area are discussed. 
The evolution of the shapes of Neumarkt and 
Rudolfplatz and their connections, in terms of 
traffi c management and division of space for 
different traffi c fl ows, are elaborated.
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The fi rst planned expansion of the Altstadt, designed 
by Joseph Stübben in 1881 (Cologne.de, 2019), will be 
taken as the starting point for the research on the spatial 
development of the Hahnenstrasse area in Cologne. After 
Stübben, many urban planners have created master 
plans for other expansions and/or redevelopments of 
Cologne, but only two plans have been implemented 
in the city to a large extent. These are the plans made 
by Rudolf Schwarz and Wilhelm Riphahn directly after 
the Second World War, and the master plan created by 
Albert Speer & Partner in 2009, which is still being used as 
guideline for the redevelopment of parts of the inner city 
of Cologne.

By investigating literature on the urban planners 
and interpreting their works created for Cologne - by 
comparing the designs to the historic and present urban 
form of the Hahnenstrasse area in Cologne - the infl uence 
of these designers on the development of the urban form 
of the area between Rudolfplatz and Hahnenstrasse is 
determined.
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Master planning the East-west axis

roads with long series of building façades, but most of all 
the possibilities for security (Kier, 1974).

Concerning the Rudolfplatz, the city government 
was planning to demolish the Hahnentor, but cultural 
instances could convince the municipality to maintain 
the historic object (Deres, 2010). The Hahnentor in the 
square makes a scene that distinguished the Altstadt 
from the Neustadt (Stübben, 1890). With the park west 
of the former city gate, the square became a symbol of 
history and self-consciousness of the city of Cologne.

Stübben based the road and square structure of his 
design partly on the Wiener Ringstrasse,  but foremost 
on Haussmann’s redesign for Paris – characterized by 
perimeter building blocks with coherent facade layouts, 
straight roads and star-shaped squares (Karnau, 1996).

The streets in Stübben’s plan were very wide - up to 
35 meters - compared to the amount and types of traffi c 
using the roads. The main reasons behind the width of 
the streets were the provision of sunlight and fresh air in 
the city, the aesthetics and perspectives of wide, straight 

In the second half of the nineteenth century, the 
city of Cologne was still surrounded by its medieval city 
wall (Kier, 1974). With a growing population, the living 
conditions in the city deteriorated quickly. In 1880 the 
city council was fi nally able to tear down the city wall 
and set out a competition for the extension of Cologne, 
eventually won by Joseph Stübben.

The main feature of his Romantic urban plan was a 
wide, urban boulevard that bended around the existing 
city (Stübben, 1890). This ring road connected multiple 
large urban squares, created in front of former city gates. 

Fig. 7. Plan drawing of Stübben’s design for the Neustadt in 
Cologne (Stübben, 1890)

Fig. 8. Section of Stübben’s design for the Neustadt (Stübben, 1890)
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During the Second World War the urban structure of 
Cologne was damaged in multiple ways. Due to multiple 
bombings, over ninety percent of all buildings within the 
ring road were demolished (NS-Dokumentationszentrum 
der Stadt Köln, 2019). Besides, Nazi architect Clemens 
Klotz created a master plan for the city of Cologne, 
with as a main element a wide east-west parade street 
broken through the existing structure (Hagspiel, 1981), 
across the Neumarkt and towards the Rudolfplatz. 

During the 1930’s and early 1940’s the city started 
de-constructing buildings that were standing in the 
location of the planned parade street, but the Nazi plan 
was never fully implemented. In July 1945 the city of 
Cologne asked urban planner Rudolf Schwarz together 
with architect Wilhelm Riphahn to design a plan for the 

rebuilding of the city of Cologne, including an east-
west traffi c breakthrough between Heumarkt, via the 
Neumarkt to the Rudolfplatz in order to accommodate 
the strong rise in car traffi c (Pehnt, 2003). In this way a 
part of Klotz’s design was created in the end.

 Riphahn based his design on the concept of 
maintaining the old city structure with a fathoming and 
loosening of the building structures. Rudolf Schwarz had 
the idea to transform the Hahnenstrasse into a strolling 
and culture mile with great urban character (Schwarz, 
1950), embedded in a green and well-ventilated street 
space, and with combined working and living. 

Along the east-west axis Riphahn envisaged 
a perimeter block development of linear high-rise 
residential buildings in the back, connected to the main 

street by parallel rows of low buildings (Funck & Riphahn, 
2004). These gave the road a closed contour for a 
business mile, as well as a largely free view from the busy 
street side of the block. Wilhelm Riphahn also envisaged 
wide green strips running through the building blocks, but 
in reality the blocks were completely build.

For the Rudolfplatz in specifi c, multiple designs were 
created of which only some have been implemented. A 
southern breakthrough was created for the traffi c, that 
extended the Rudolfplatz which used to have an oval 
shape (Stegers, 2013). Next to that, in the place of the 
Kölner Opernhaus am Habsburgerring across the ring 
road, a modern skyscraper was built, to create a major 
urban centre for the square that was damaged by the 
war.

Fig. 9. Plan drawing of Riphahn’s design for the Hahnenstrasse (© Riphahn, 1949) Fig. 10. Birds-eye perspective of a building block south of the 
Hahnenstrasse (© Riphahn, 1949)
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the the middle of parts of the Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt. 
Especially in the last square this option is unexpected, 
because the whole monumental central part of the 
square is transformed into a tramway stop.

Along the Hahnenstrasse and on the Rudolfplatz 
also new building developments are proposed. In 
the middle of the Rudolfplatz, a large building block is 
currently being built. Also along the southern facade of 
the Hahnenstrasse and just west of the Rudolfplatz new 
volumes are imagined, to recreate an image of closed 
perimeter building blocks that guide the traffi c through 
the city. Hereby Speer’s preference for closed building 
blocks is clear, regardless of the infl uence of these 
measures on the concept and design of the existing 
architecture.

(Speer, 2009). Their ultimate goal is to increase the number 
of residents and workspaces in the city centre, while 
preventing a deterioration in the traffi c system and social 
welfare. Therefore, two different kinds of interventions 
can be distinguished: (1) the reorganization of important 
urban squares and traffi c corridors in the city, and  (2) the 
replacement or addition of buildings and building blocks. 
Speer tries to give more space to the pedestrians, and to 
‘repair’ broken building blocks in the city, by fi lling in the 
gaps between buildings that appear in various cases.

Along the east-west axis Speer proposes to 
reconnect the squares of Neumarkt and Rudolfplatz to 
the northern Altstadt, by directing all car traffi c to the 
southern bounds of the large squares (Mosler & Schlei, 
2013). Consecutively, the tramway traffi c should move 

On the short term the after-war reconstruction of the 
city  gave the residents  reasons to stay in Cologne and 
help the city to regain its economical value. On the long 
term however, the traffi c was given too much space in 
the city whereby the quality of stay for pedestrian has 
decreased (Stadt Köln, 2012). A large part of the city’s 
entrepreneurs realized that this harmed the concurrence 
position of the city in western Europe. At the start of 
the 21th century, whereby they united themselves 
(Unternehmer für die region Köln, 2008), and in 2008 
asked the offi ce of city planner and architect Albert 
Speer to design redevelopment plan.

The offi ce of Albert Speer & Partner saw the close 
interdependence of urban planning, open spaces and 
the complex traffi c system as their central challenges 

Fig. 11. Albert Speer and Partner’s master plan for Cologne (© 
AS&P, 2009)

Fig. 12. Section of Albert Speer and Partner’s master plan for Cologne (© AS&P, 2009)
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1850

In 1850 Cologne is still surrounded by a city wall, that 
protects Cologne from attacks from outside, but also 
prevents the city from expanding.

A direct road from the Neumarkt towards the 
Hahnentor does not exist, mainly because of the abbey 

By the analysis of historic maps on the city of 
Cologne  and photographs of the corresponding ages, 
an overview of the development of the area in between 
the Rudolfplatz and the Neumarkt is constructed. Special 
attention is paid to the integration and development 
of the traffi c structure between the two large squares  
in the built environment, and to the way in which new 
architecture is fi tting in the urban context.

Based on these developments, the exact infl uence 
of the master plans of the three most important urban 
designers - Stübben, Schwarz & Riphahn, and Speer - 
on the ever changing urban tissue of Cologne can be 
determined.

The age around the year 1850 is taken as the starting 
point, since that time is somewhat before the extension 
plan of Joseph Stübben is designed and implemented in 
Cologne.

Fig. 13. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 1850

that is situated around the St Aposteln church (Erzbistum 
Köln, 2019), and forms the western edge of the Neumarkt. 
Ongoing traffi c towards the city gate of Hahnentor is 
directed along the south edge of the abbey.
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1875 1900

25 years later, a breakthrough called the Mittelstrasse 
is created just north of the St Aposteln church. With this 
and some other breakthroughs around the St Aposteln 
church, the former abbey site is opened up to the public 
(Erzbistum Köln, 2019).

In the 1880’s the city walls are removed, and 
Stübben’s plan for the Neustadt is being executed 
(Mosler & Schlei, 2013). Wide roads are created in which 
the pedestrians, vehicle traffi c and tramways are placed 
in separated lanes.

East-west axis breaking through the urban tissue

Fig. 16. West side of the Hahnentor in 1878 (© Anselm Schmitz, 2008) Fig. 18. Kolner Opernhaus Am Habsburgerring, wit picture taken 
from the northeast (© August Kreyenkamp, 1910)

Fig. 17. Park in Rudolfplatz in front of the Hahnentor (© Bilderbuch 
Koeln, 1884)

Fig. 14. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 1875 Fig. 15. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 1900

In between the ring road and the Hahnentor a tiny 
park on a square is created, and later  named Rudolfplatz. 
Across the ring road the Opernhaus am Habsburgerring 
becomes one of the eye-catchers of the square.
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19601945

In the 1920’s the layout of Rudolfplatz changes again 
with the construction of a tea pavilion next to the opera 
house (Leser, 1991). The tramways on the Rudolfplatz are 
replaced to the centre of the square, replacing the small 
park in front of the Hahnentor.

 In the Nazi era a plan for a straight, 70 meter wide 
parade street leading from east to west  - running from 
the river Rhine, across the Neumarkt and towards the 

Fig. 19. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 1945 Fig. 20. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 1960

Rudolfplatz is designed (NS-Dokumentationszentrum der 
Stadt Köln, 2019). The building blocks in between the two 
squares of Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt are being cut in 
half in order to create this wide boulevard. During the 
Second World War the newly created Hahnenstrasse 
becomes the main east-west traffi c axis, in favour of the 
Mittelstrasse.

After the war the Hahnenstrasse and Rudolfplatz get 

a totally new layout, because many buildings that were 
demolished or bombed during the war are replaced by 
modern buildings - mainly designed by Wilhelm Riphahn 
(Funck & Riphahn, 2004). Furthermore, because of a 
traffi c breakthrough just south of the Rudolfplatz, a new 
building block south of the Hahnentor and  the new 
modern offi ce tower across the ring road become part 
of the larger Rudolfplatz.

Fig. 21. Tea pavilion placed north of the Opernhaus (© Simau, 
1930’s)

Fig. 22. Construction of the Hahnenstrasse, with picture taken in 
eastern direction towards the Neumarkt (© Walter Dick, 1939)

Fig. 23. Rudolfplatz (© Walter Dick, 1939)
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1990 2020?

Meanwhile the pedestrian area is also expanded. 
In 1966 the Schildersgasse, a shopping street starting at 
the north-west edge of the Neumarkt, became the fi rst 
pedestrian street in Cologne (Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger, 
2019).

In 1992 the shape of the Rudolfplatz is altered again 
by the construction of the Sparkasse offi ce building in 
the south-eastern edge (Sparkasse Köln-Bonn, 2019). The 

Fig. 24. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 1990 Fig. 25. Scheme of the Hahnenstrasse area in 2020, proposed by Albert Speer

traffi c is curving around the  front wing of the building. 
The layout of the fl oor of the Rudolfplatz also changes, 
because the traffi c is no longer led north or through the 
Hahnentor. Hereby the small parts of the Rudolfplatz east 
and west of the former city gate become pedestrian 
areas that are connected to the Mittelstrasse again.

In Speers masterplan, presented in 2009, again 
the pedestrian area of the Rudolfplatz as well as the 

Neumarkt expands (Speer, 2009). With a rearrangement 
in the traffi c structure at the Rudolfplatz - moving all car 
traffi c to the southern bounds of both squares and all 
tram traffi c to the middle - the new building development 
in the middle of the Rudolfplatz becomes connected to 
the north part of the Rudolfplatz.

Fig. 26. New Hochhaus built on the site of the former Opernhaus am 
Habsburgerring. Picture taken from the northeast (© Walter Dick, 
1960’s)

Fig. 27. Northwest corner of the new building block on Rudolfplatz 
(© Max Dudler Architecten AG, 2019)
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1900
In his master plan for Cologne’s Neustadt, Joseph 

Stübben created a romantic layout for the public space 
along his ring road. The most important streets in the plan 
were up to 35 meters wide (Stübben, 1890), with lots 
of space for pedestrians, vehicle traffi c - mostly horse 
carts in that age - and in some cases separate lanes 
for tramways. Street edges were curved, even corners 
of building blocks were cut diagonally to ensure the 
wideness of pavements in the corners.

The Rudolfplatz was a special space along the 
ring road, because here a former city gate remained. 
Stübben put the Hahnentor in the centre of attention by 
creating a small urban park, with fl ower beds placed in 
a symmetrical layout, in front of the city gate. He fi nished 
his romantic design with special street furniture like lamp 
posts in a neo-gothic style.

The layout of the public space in the Hahnenstrasse 
area has changed enormously over time. Different master 
plans and political en economic infl uences have had a 
major impact on the spatial organization of streets and 
squares. Mainly the rise in traffi c of goods and people 
had a large infl uence of the division of public space in 
areas intended for pedestrians, cyclists, cars or trams 
only.

Since its origin in the 1880’s the Rudolfplatz has 
undergone major changes in shape as well as fl oor 
layout. Most changes can be related to the three master 
plans that have been created for the city of Cologne. 
With the help of historic pictures, the fl oor layout of the 
Rudolfplatz is reconstructed for three eras, in which the 
infl uences of the master plans were visible separately.

Fig. 28. Recreated image of the layout of the Rudolfplatz in 1900
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Fragmenting Rudolfplatz fl oor layout

1960

2020

After World War Two little was left of the late 
nineteenth century romantic layout of the inner city. 
Over ninety per cent of all buildings within the ring road 
was destroyed (Mosler & Schlei, 2013), and also the 
Hahnentor itself was damaged but reconstructed later 
on. The atmosphere of the Rudolfplatz changed with the 
new building developments that had different facade 
layouts and were placed in different positions compared 
to the urban tissue before the war.

The fl oor surface of the Rudolfplatz also changed 
massively compared to the time before the Second 
World War; Stübben’s romantic design was replaced with 
a purely practical division of space. New tramways and 
asphalt roads surrounded the Hahnentor, and the leftover 
space remained for the pedestrians. The Hahnentor itself 
became an isolated relic that reminded back to earlier 
times in history.

Around the year 1990 the municipality decided to 
reclaim some of the traffi c spaces like Rudolfplatz and 
give it back to the pedestrians (Konservator Stadt Köln, 
1991). Half of the tram and car traffi c of the Rudolfplatz 
was moved to a parallel street, whereby the Hahnentor 
and the spaces in front of and behind the former city gate 
could be transformed into a large pedestrian space.

In 2009 Albert Speer & Partner even argued to move 
all car traffi c to the parallel street, whereby only tram 
traffi c remains as a surmountable barrier between the 
historic Rudolfplatz and a new building development in 
the middle of the square.

Another point of interest is the change in street 
furniture, that reminds back to a century ago, when 
Stübben’s Neustadt design was put into practice.

Fig. 29. Recreated image of the layout of the Rudolfplatz in 1960

Fig. 30. Recreated image of the possible layout of the Rudolfplatz in 2020
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EAST-WEST AXIS A
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AS CONNECTION AND DIVISION
In terms of architecture, the east-west axis is an 

interesting zone in the city centre of Cologne. Especially 
the part between the river Rhine and the inner green 
belt features many modern and contemporary pieces 
of architecture and urbanism. These buildings and blocks 
give the east-west axis certain qualities, although they 
are not yet fully exploited.

These specifi c urban qualities of the street will be 
elaborated in the next section. It will become clear that 
the types of architecture and urbanism that occur are 
very different when comparing the façades north and 
south of the east-west traffi c axis. The street is hereby 
literally splitting up the Altstadt in a northern and a 
southern part.

There is also a strict separation in the 
appearance and usage of space inside and 
around the buildings blocks adjacent to the 
Hahnenstrasse. In some cases the qualities of 
these spaces are used, but a large number of 
interior and exterior spaces in the area is still 
waiting to be fully exploited.
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Neumarkt

Rudolfplatz

Hahnenstrasse
Heumarkt

Fig. 31. Scheme of open spaces and boundaries along the east-west axis 

Fig. 32. Place in front of the Hotel building Fig. 33. Place with art object in the interior of a building block Fig. 34. Green place at the side of the St Cacilien church, adjacent 
to the east-west axis.
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Different alignments north and south of the corridor
The buildings along the east-west axis do not form 

a continuous row of façades. Due to the placement of 
some buildings and blocks, small urban spaces arise that 
are connected to the traffi c corridor on the one hand, 
but form more quiet and intimate, ancillary spaces along 
the busy street on the other hand.

Almost all spatial gaps along the ring road can be 
found east of the ring road, that crosses the Rudolfplatz 
in north-south direction. The reason behind this is that the 
area west of the Ringstrasse can still be recognized as 
Stübben’s Neustadt with straight streets and continuous 
rows of façades.

Most open and ancillary spaces along the east-
west axis are situated at the south side. After the Second 
World War the north side of the east-west axis was rebuild 
with large shopping malls, mostly situated on the sites of 
destroyed building blocks. On the south side however 
space was used for experimental types of modern 
architecture, as was also indicated in Riphahn’s after-
war master plan for the southern part of the Altstadt.

Along the south side of the Hahnenstrasse, tall slab 
buildings are placed perpendicular to the road, while the 
space in between these fl ats is fi lled with one-storey shop 
buildings. Because of the height differences between the 

two building types, the space where the low shops are 
located can be distinguished as open spaces. The high 
slab buildings in between form a rhythm of shapes, and 
divide the space in the Hahnenstrasse in multiple ‘rooms’.

In total, the open spaces along the east-west axis 
form an interesting variety to the rows of continuous 
façades as in Stübben’s design. In some cases the open 
spaces and building elements even form a kind of rhythm 
along the street, although in some cases like the southern 
part of the Hahnenstrasse the gaps between buildings 
become quite large whereby the idea of a series of 
spaces is disturbed.

Fig. 35. Place in between tall buildings, adjacent to the east-west 
axis

Fig. 36. Place in front of the St Maria Im Kapitol church Fig. 37. Place in front of a former church tower, in the middle of the 
east-west axis
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Neumarkt

Rudolfplatz

Heumarkt

Fig. 38. Scheme of the location of untraditional building (elements) and blocks along the east-west axis

Fig. 39. East side of the Hotel building (© Bilderbuch Köln, 2008) Fig. 40. Corner building in along the north side of the Hahnenstrasse Fig. 41. Trees in front of some after-war buildings along the north 
side of the Hahnenstrasse
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Unconventional buildings pinpoint crossroads
Most open spaces can be found adjacent to 

unconventional buildings or building blocks - constructions 
that cannot be classifi ed as a traditional closed perimeter 
building blocks. Most of these unusual structures are 
situated at the south side of the east-west axis, because 
this was proposed in Riphahn’s master plan.

Often these unconventional blocks have rounded 
façades, or are divided into high and low building parts. 
Historic buildings like churches are part of this category, 
but also modernist buildings and contemporary pieces 
of architecture that have been built as a response to 
Speer’s master plan for the city of Cologne.

Many of the buildings that are not build in a 
traditional style are situated around the crossings of the 
east-west axis with other major traffi c corridors in the city, 
like the ring road and the north south axis.

In the Hahnenstrasse most buildings that do not 
have a traditional setup  are designed by Wilhelm 
Riphahn himself. Around the Rudolfplatz a couple of 
other unconventional buildings can be identifi ed, like 
the centuries old Hahnentor, but also the Hotel building 
placed parallel to the ring road. These untraditional 
buildings shape the Rudolfplatz, and divide the large 
square into multiple smaller, ancillary spaces  that are 
separated from the east-west axis.

The last large unconventional building at the 
Rudolfplatz is the postmodern Sparkasse offi ce building in 
the south-east corner of the square. With its front wing it 
forms an edge to the Rudolfplatz. However, because the 
space in front of the building is deepened about three 
meters, the building separates itself from the square, and 
the relation between both entities becomes unclear.

Fig. 42. Trees in front of some after-war buildings along the north 
side of the Hahnenstrasse

Fig. 43. Rear facade of the St Aposteln church, facing the Neumarkt Fig. 44. Modern building block with high and low volumes
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Neumarkt

Rudolfplatz

Heumarkt

Fig. 45. Scheme of the location of tall and circular building (elements) along the east-west axis

Fig. 46. Round towers of the west facade of the Hahnentor Fig. 47. Round atrium of the Sparkasse offi ce (© Sparkasse KölnBonn, 
2011)

Fig. 48. South facade of contemporary building, built along the 
east-west axis, on top of the north-south axis
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Striking building elements guide the traffi c
A number of unconventional building elements is 

situated at critical points along the east-west axis with 
respect to the routing of the traffi c. At points where the 
road makes a turn, or where a crossing with another 
major road is located, buildings with striking elements are 
constructed.

An interesting detail is expressed by the shape 
of these striking building elements. In most cases they 
appear as round building elements, or as tower or higher 
elements compared to the other buildings.

These striking elements can be found in all kinds of 
buildings along the east-west axis, ranging from church 
towers to contemporary architectonic designs. However, 
all of them are located at turning points in the traffi c 
routing along the street, or at crossing points with other 
major streets like the north-south axis and the ring road.

Sometimes similar striking building elements are 
placed at both sides of the road. This is the case some 
higher buildings at the west side of the Neumarkt, and 
also with two round elements on top of two buildings near 

the inner green belt west of the inner city. When the two 
similar elements are taken together, they act like some 
sort of a gate. Thereby the elements can be compared 
to the Hahnentor, that also has two round elements at 
both sides of the actual gate.

The Sparkasse offi ce building also has a round 
element that is able to guide the traffi c, but the effect of 
this circular element is diminished due to the front wing of 
the building, that almost blocks the east-west road. 

Fig. 49. Round element of a building in the southeast corner of the 
Neumarkt

Fig. 50. Tower as part of a building block in the northeast corner of 
the Neumarkt

Fig. 51. Fernmeldehochhaus, located at the crossroads of the east-
west and north-south traffi c axis.
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Rudolfplatz

The Sparkasse offi ce building - a composition 
of rectangular shapes and a circular atrium - 
forms the southwest edge of the Rudolfplatz, 
but distances itself from the square by 
deepening the entrance space in front of the 
building. The east-west traffi c corridor is also 
separating the space in front of the building 
from the other parts of the square.

The Mittelstrasse opens up into an 
intimate, ancillary space behind the 
Hahnentor on Rudolfplatz. The trees 
that surround the pedestrian area also 
form the fi fth façade of the square.

When moving through gap opening between 
Hahnentor and Wallarkaden - the new 
block in the middle of the Rudolfplatz - the 
Hahnenstrasse opens into the square west of 
the Hahnentor. The infrastructure splits the new 
Wallarkaden from this public space.

Every space in the Hahnenstrasse area 
has its own qualities and issues, and thereby 
is experienced in a different way. Some of the 
key strengths and weaknesses that appear in 
the area are described and clarifi ed by the use 
of hand drawings of strategic points in the area.

1

3

3

2

1 2

Fig. 52. View on the north-west part of the Rudolfplatz, in front of the 
Hahnentor

Fig. 53. View on the north facade of the Sparkasse building

Fig. 54. Locations of the serial visions

Fig. 55. Northeast part of the Rudolfplatz, with a view on the Hahnentor
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Hahnenstrasse area as collection of experiences

Neumarkt

From this point the repetition of very large open 
spaces, framed by large slab buildings placed 
perpendicular to the Hahnenstrasse, is clearly 
visible. The traffi c corridor takes up almost the 
entire available space in between the tall 
building elements.

The Hahnenstrasse opens up into the Neumarkt. 
Traffi c lanes across the square surround the 
middle part, that is thereby distanced from the 
surrounding buildings. The large monumental 
trees around the central part form the actual 
façades surrounding the pedestrian area.

5

4

6 The pedestrian zone north of the St Aposteln 
Church opens up into a pleasant, quiet 
square with a roof of leafs as fi fth façade. 
The architecture across the square is modest 
and respecting the intimacy of the place.

4

6

5

Fig. 56. Hahnenstrasse in western direction

Fig. 57. Intimate square west of the St Aposteln church

Fig. 58. Neumarkt square seen from the Hahnenstrasse
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In the Hahnenstrasse area the buildings do form 
closed perimeter blocks, but in the interior large unbuilt 
spaces exist. In most cases these spaces do not take part 
in the pedestrian realm, but are only used as parking or 
loading and unloading spaces for adjacent commercial 
functions. In some cases however, people already saw 
the potential of the inner courtyards as places to escape 
the hectic reality of the east-west axis.

tz 1

1

2

2

4 5

3

The inner space of block 1 is not entirely parcelled out; 
the most central part is merged and currently in use 
as a private parking lot for employees and residents 
of the adjacent shops and apartment buildings.

Concerning block 2, the southwest part of the building 
block is used by some cultural instances like the 
‘Kölnischer Kunstverein’ and the ‘Fritz Thyssen Stiftung’. 
The last party saw the potential of its location and 
created a semi-public  garden in side the block that 
forms a quiet oasis right next to the busy Hahnenstrasse.

Fig. 59. Birds-eye view of a parking lot in the interior of a building block 
(© Google Maps, 2019)

Fig. 60. Intimate garden inside a building block

Fig. 61. Locations of inner courtyards
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Inner courtyards used as alternative reality 

4 5

3
The inner courtyard of block 3 is also used by a cultural 
instance, the St Aposteln church to be precise. 
However in this case, the space is separated from the 
public realm with large fences at both entrances.

Similar to block 2, the inner spaces of blocks 4 and 5 
-  planned by architect WIlhelm Riphahn - are used 
as parking and (un-)loading space for the adjacent 
shops. Especially in block 4 the space is quite narrow, 
and seems to appear more as a street. Still, the space 
offers potential due to the public passages underneath 
the slab buildings used to reach the interior space.

Fig. 63. Parking space inside a building block south of the 
Hahnenstrasse

Fig. 64. Back alley inside a building block south of the Hahnenstrasse

Fig. 62. Birds-eye view of a private garden in the interior of a building block (© Google Maps, 2019)
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ENDLESS POSSIBIL
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LITIES FOR THE HAHNENSTRASSE
As shown in the previous chapters, the Hahnenstrasse 

area is currently not functioning in an optimal way, 
mainly due to the appearance of the traffi c corridor. 
The east-west axis interrupts and overrules the network 
of pedestrian space, and diminishes the functionality 
of a part of the program that is located along the 
Hahnenstrasse. Besides, a large amount of space that 

is situated in the interior of building blocks along the 
Hahnenstrasse has lots of potential that has not yet been 
recognized.

A selection of possible options for redeveloping the 
Hahnenstrasse area is shown in this chapter. These two 
scenarios deal with a reorganization of the traffi c structure, 
whereby the relation between the Hahnenstrasse and 

the plinths of the adjacent building blocks 
changes. This also asks for a programmatic 
change of the existing volumes.  Besides, the 
inner courtyards of the building blocks and 
other unused spaces like the rooftops of low 
buildings are involved in the scenarios, as well 
as the addition of a number of volumes to 
frame open spaces and to make the transition 
fi nancially feasible.
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Scenario 1: Slow traffi c inside out
In the fi rst scenario all car and tram traffi c is still 

directed through the Hahnenstrasse, while the slow traffi c 
is moved to other streets. Bike traffi c is relocated to parallel 
streets north and south of the Hahnenstrasse. Pedestrian 
walkways are moved to passages through the building 
blocks that are situated south of the Hahnenstrasse.

On the squares of Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt, the 
car traffi c is pushed to the south, to create consecutive 
spaces that are intersected only by tramways.

In terms of program, the one-storey shop buildings 
along the south facade of the Hahnenstrasse are 
transformed into start-up offi ce spaces. The plinths of 
the slab buildings at the other side of the blocks are 
transformed into housing supportive functions. P

Rooftop
terraceShops OfficeEhrengardeHousing StartupsPassage GardenHousing suppor-

tive functions

Fig. 65. Scheme of the traffi c adaptations in scenario 1

Fig. 66. Scheme of the programmatic adaptations in scenario 1
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In the second scenario the traffi c situation is adapted 
in another way compared to scenario 1. The tramways 
are moved to the Mittelstrasse, a parallel street north of 
the Hahnenstrasse. Hereby on the squares of Neumarkt 
and Rudolfplatz the tramways are also situated in the 
northern edges, equal to the other scenario.

Car  traffi c is still led through the Hahnenstrasse, and 
split into fast lanes for ongoing traffi c, and slow lanes - 
combined with bicycle streets and parallel parking 
space - that together function as park & shop streets.

Hereby the current commercial functions in the 
buildings along both sides of the Hahnenstrasse are 
maintained. The only programmatic changes compared 
to the existing situation are the addition of residential 
towers along the Hahnenstrasse, and a commercial 
building on the Neumarkt that houses shops in the plinth 
and offi ce volume in the upper part.

Housing

Housing

Scenario 2: Green park & shop corridor

Shops OfficeEhrengardeHousing Rooftop GardenHousing suppor-
tive functions Parking

P
Fig. 67. Scheme of the traffi c adaptations in scenario 2

Fig. 68. Scheme of the programmatic adaptations in scenario 2
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Scenario 1: Slow traffi c inside out

P

Some new volumes are added in the area. In the 
east side of the Neumarkt a building with shops in the 
lower fl oors and housing above is added.

On top of the low shops along the Hahnenstrasse 
some tall volumes containing houses are added in the 
Middle. The middle block south of the Hahnenstrasse 
is adapted by adding a volume on top of the lower 
slab, and placing a new volume at the opposing edge. 
Hereby the slabs surround the one storey buildings along 
the Hahnenstrasse. The new free-standing towers intensify 
the alternation of high volumes and open spaces along 
the east-west axis.

The front wing of the Sparkasse offi ce is removed, to 
give the round ,central atrium of the building more space 
and respect. Lastly, on the edges of the Rudolfplatz two 
small volumes are placed to frame the open spaces and 
create a barrier between pedestrian and traffi c areas.

Fig. 69. Axonometric view of scenario 1
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P

Scenario 2: Green park & shop corridor
The volumetric changes in the Hahnenstrasse area 

are to a large extent comparable to scenario 1, although 
some important differences can be noticed.

Most obvious is the replacement of the postmodern 
Sparkasse offi ce by a new volume, composed of a one 
storey part surrounded by higher volume in a way similar 
to the adjacent blocks along the southern edge of the 
Hahnenstrasse. Also, a tower volume is added in the 
north-west corner of the building.

The additions on the middle block also differ; in this 
scenario two free-standing tower elements containing 
housing are added to strengthen the sequence of open 
spaces and volumes along the south border of the east-
west axis.

Fig. 70. Axonometric view of scenario 2
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Scenario 1: Slow traffi c inside out

3 10 6
32m

62 2

P
3 11

Due to the intensity of the traffi c in the Hahnenstrasse, 
the after-war concept of shops located along a street 
with a large number of passers-by doesn’t seem to be 
viable anymore. Since the traffi c intensity isn’t changing 
in this scenario, the one-storey buildings south of the 
Hahnenstrasse will be transformed into start-up offi ce 
space.

The orientation of these building blocks will be 
turned inside-out, by creating passages through the inner 
courtyards and placing the entrances of all adjacent 
buildings at the inside of the blocks. The roofs of the low 
buildings, as well as the new volumes on top of them, are 
also connected to the passage.

The Hahnenstrasse becomes a corridor for on-going 
traffi c only, while the passages create a walkway for 
pedestrian traffi c between Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt.

Fig. 71. Section of the Hahnenstrasse and adjacent building block to the south in scenario 1

Fig. 72. Axonometric model of the Hahnenstrasse and adjacent building blocks in scenario 1

Fig. 73. Impression of interior courtyard in scenario 1
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Scenario 2: Green park & shop corridor
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In scenario 2 the functioning of the blocks south 
of the Hahnenstrasse isn’t changed compared to the 
current situation. Instead, the traffi c handling of the 
Hahnenstrasse is adapted to accommodate the current 
function of the low shops. On top of these one-storey 
buildings some free-standing towers are placed, that are 
surrounded by roof gardens which also cover the inner 
courtyards.

This concept of green roofs is a contemporary 
variation on Wilhelm Riphahn’s original design for 
the blocks, in which the one-storey shops would be 
interspersed with open spaces that together formed 
green strips parallel to the east-west axis.

Fig. 76. Section of the Hahnenstrasse and adjacent building block to the south in scenario 2

Fig. 74. Axonometric model of the Hahnenstrasse and adjacent building blocks in scenario 2

Fig. 75. Impression of interior courtyard in scenario 2
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URBAN DESIGN ELEMENTS
Multiple analyses on the development, layout and 

functioning of the east-west axis, and in specifi c the 
Hahnenstrasse - combined with the adjacent Neumarkt 
and Rudolfplatz - have put forward a number of qualities 
of the area, as well as some issues that need new 
measures to tackle them. Besides, a number of potential 

qualities has been detected that has not yet been fully 
exploited.

All of these issues are taken together in four design 
elements, that conquer the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threads that defi ne the Hahnenstrasse 
area in the current situation.

The urban design elements combine 
some promising design measures that came 
forward in the scenarios, and form the basis 
of the fi nal design for a reinterpretation of the 
Hahnenstrasse area.
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Reorganizing the traffi c corridor

The fi rst urban design element suggests a 
reorganization of the traffi c corridor of the east-west axis. 
Assuming that the amount of car traffi c won’t decline 
in the next  decade - since infrastructure in the middle 
of a large city is hard and expensive to change - a 
displacement of existing traffi c lanes is the most realistic 
option.

With respect to the current situation, two parallel 
streets north and south of the Hahnenstrasse will be made 
use of. Bike lanes will be moved to these streets, that are 
currently used mostly by local traffi c and for parallel 
parking. They will be converted into bicycle streets with a 
priority for bike traffi c.

Concerning the Hahnenstrasse, the tramways will 
be moved to the north edge of the street, and the car 
roads to the southern edge. This is also the case at the 
Neumarkt and the Rudolfplatz. Hereby both squares 
aren’t intersected anymore by the barrier of the car 
traffi c, which is positive for the experience of pedestrians 
on the area.

Fig. 77. Schematic view of urban design element 1
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Next to reinterpreting the large spaces of the 
Hahnenstrasse area, also spaces in the interior of building 
blocks is paid attention to. The interior of two of the three 
blocks north of the Hahnenstrasse is already used, which 
results in two quiet spaces right in the middle of the 
crowded city. The third space north of the Hahnenstrasse, 
which is currently a large parking lot, also has this 

potential of becoming an intimate space to take a short 
and relaxing break, right next to the busy Hahnenstrasse.

Two of the three building blocks south have an 
interior space, which are narrow but elongated and 
serve as back alleys to the shops in the plinths. These 
are somewhat more challenging to reinterpret, but 
can function properly as passages through the building 

blocks, and at the same time as walkways for slow 
traffi c alternative to the use of the pavement next to 
the Hahnenstrasse. Also, the central and public atrium 
of the Sparkasse building has potential of becoming a 
connecting element in between the Hahnenstrasse and 
the passages.

Creating new places

Fig. 78. Schematic view of urban design element 2
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Due to the current traffi c structure cutting through 
the public space, the pedestrian area around the 
Hahnenstrasse is divided into many small spaces, 
distanced from each other mainly by car lanes. This 
urban design elements is created to reconnect the 
existing pedestrian spaces, and to add new spaces to 
this network such as the interiors of building blocks.

With a reorganization of the traffi c structure, already 

a number of barriers for a network of pedestrian places 
is removed. Tramways are easier to cross compared to 
car roads, whereby they can be part of a pedestrian 
area instead of an edge or barrier if - integrated in a 
consistently.

South of the Hahnenstrasse, pedestrian areas almost 
don’t appear in the current situation. However, with the 
creation of passages through the building blocks, the 

network of public spaces is extended southwards of 
the east-west axis. Hereby also the cross-ability of the 
traffi c axis of the Hahnenstrasse can be improved. In the 
new situation more places will invite crossing the street. 
Besides, the different sorts of traffi c lanes are bundles per 
type, but distanced from each other, to make crossing 
the entire traffi c corridor less diffi cult.

Connecting places

Fig. 79. Schematic view of urban design element 3
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In order to make the new and existing pedestrian 
spaces more habitable, and to make to implementation 
of the whole project fi nancially feasible, a number of 
new volumes is added to the existing situation.

On the Rudolfplatz a pavilion-like building is added 
opposing the Hahnentor, meant to frame the space in 
between the two objects and distance it from the ring 
road. The shape of the new volume is derived from a 
pavilion that was built across the square in the 1920’s.

In front of the Sparkasse offi ce a small kiosk is placed 
to distance the public space from the car road that 
curves around the place.

In the interior of the most western building block north 
of the Hahnenstrasse, some small volumes are added 
that serve as artist spaces - situated in a quiet area in the 
middle of the busy city of Cologne.

On top of the one-storey shop buildings in the 
Hahnenstrasse, three identical residential towers are 

added, that together impose a new rhythm on top of the 
existing series of tall buildings as designed by Riphahn.

Lastly, on the Neumarkt square a large volume is 
placed. The building itself will form a new monumental 
facade to the age-old Neumarkt. The volume also 
divides the square into a still large part and a smaller, 
more intimate part. This eastern part is also forming a new 
link in the connection between pedestrian spaces north 
and south of the east-west axis.

Adding volumes

Fig. 80. Schematic view of urban design element 4
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IMPLEMENTING THE ELEMENTS
All urban design elements come together in a 

large master plan, created for the Hahnenstrasse area. 
Measures in the organization of the traffi c structure and 
public space network, as well as the addition of new 
volumes is combined in one drawing.

The master plan map is set up as a Nolli 
map, that distinguishes public and private 
space in the built area. Spaces with light 
colours represent public spaces outside or 
inside buildings and building blocks, while dark 
areas represent private buildings and spaces. 
The map is also given textures to indicate the 
different uses of the fl oor space.



54 Fig. 81. Master plan design for the Hahnenstrasse area
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Comparing the design to the existing situation 
(below), the reorganization of the traffi c structure of the 
east-west axis is immediately noticeable. The car and 
tram lanes are fl owing through the space, instead of 
curving around every little edge in the Hahnenstrasse. By 
unwinding the different kinds of traffi c lanes, the overall 
situation becomes clear at a glance. Besides, by moving 
all car traffi c to the south bounds of the Neumarkt and 
Rudolfplatz, these places are experienced as one large 

square instead of numerous small spaces distanced 
intersected by traffi c. Corresponding to the displacement 
of the tramways, the stops of the two large squares are 
also relocated. In case of the Rudolfplatz the tram stop is 
moved to the west side of the ring road, to not interfere 
the pedestrian place of Rudolfplatz.

With the reorganization of the traffi c, the cross-
ability of the east-west axis in the Hahnenstrasse is also 
improved. Crossing the car road will be made easier, 

Car lane
Parking lane

Bicycle lane

Tramway

Grass
Built space
Unbuilt space N

especially at the east side of the Neumarkt, and at 
Rudolfplatz near the Sparkasse, whereby pedestrian and 
bicycle crossings are separated. Lastly, the square west 
of the St Aposteln church will be extended southwards, 
across the Hahnenstrasse towards the interior walkway 
south of the street by creating a new passage through 
the one-storey buildings south of the east-west street.

Also noticeable is the addition of proper bike 
infrastructure in the area. Instead of the placement of 

Fig. 82. Plan view of the existing situation of the Hahnenstrasse area

Existing situation
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narrow bicycle paths on existing pavements, parallel 
streets of the Hahnenstrasse are converted into wide bike 
streets in which bicyclists are prioritized.

Lastly, a number of volumes has been added or 
adapted to the existing situation, in order to improve the 
residential quality of the corresponding public space, 
and to increase the usage of - in particular - the interiors 
of building blocks. These places are not fully used yet but 
have great potential of becoming quiet, intimate places 
for pedestrians that want to escape the busy traffi c 
corridor of the Hahnenstrasse.

Fig. 83. Axonometric view of the overall design for the Hahnenstrasse area
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DETAILING THE DESIGN
The spatial interventions in the Hahnenstrasse area 

can be divided into separate areas and different types, 
that deal with the current situation and implement the 
urban design elements in different ways.

To further explain the combined effects of the 
implemented urban design elements on the current 
situation, four detailed elements of the master plan will 
be discussed.

At the Neumarkt a building is added on a 
monumental place, that creates a new space which is 

connected to the current Neumarkt, but has a different 
atmosphere and usage.

In the interior of the building block east of the 
Hahnentor an elevated walkway is added, that 
creates a new function on top of a parking lot that 
will be maintained. With this reinterpretation the 
block will become part of the cultural axis north of the 
Hahnenstrasse, that was envisioned by Rudolf Schwarz.

Two building blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse 
- designed by Riphahn - will be turned inside-out, to 

create an intimate interior walkway between 
Neumarkt and Rudolfplatz, separated from 
the traffi c corridor of the Hahnenstrasse.

Corresponding to the Riphahn blocks, 
the adjacent Sparkasse offi ce that is located 
between this walkway and the Rudolfplatz, 
will be opened up. The central part is 
reinterpreted and will become a central 
element in the slow traffi c route between the 
Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt.
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Splitting the Neumarkt square

Shops

Start-up offi ces

Housing

The building that will be added on the Neumarkt  
is split into a base and a large volume on top. This 
dichotomy is created to give the façades of the building 
and increased monumentality. This is necessary mainly at 
the side of the large Neumarkt space in the west since 
the new volume will become the square’s focal point.

At the opposing side the layout of the facade is also 
important, but for another reason. This place is smaller 
and will be more intimate. A building with one 30-meter 
high facade would misfi t in this picture, so therefore the 
east facade is also horizontally split into two parts, of 
which the lower part has a height equal to other buildings 
at the edges of the smaller square.

The exact location and orientation of the volume 
is also thought of. Compared to the street north of the 
Neumarkt - the Zeppelinstrasse - the building is set back 
a few meters to emphasize the creation of a new square 
in the east part of the Neumarkt, instead of forming just a 
wide continuation of the Zeppelinstrasse.

In terms of orientation, the plinth of the building is 
aligned with the east facade of the original Neumarkt, 
while the volume on top is situated parallel to the tower 
in the northeast corner of the Neumarkt. This creates an 
interplay between the two high volumes along the edges 
of the smaller Neumarkt square.

The new volume will integrate multiple functions. The 
lower two storeys will house a shopping mall, to extent 
the shopping street of Schildersgasse further onto the 
Neumarkt. Two fl oors above will be reserved for start-
up offi ce space. In the upper three fl oors a residential 
function will be realised, to increase to number of 
residents in the core of the city as is one of the goals of 
Albert Speer’s master plan for Cologne.

Zeppelinstrasse
Fig. 84. Detailed plan drawing of the design for the Neumarkt

Fig. 85. Concept: important façades of the 
added building on Neumarkt

Fig. 86. Concept: set-back façade of the 
added building on Neumarkt

Fig. 87. Concept: orientation of the upper 
part of the added building on Neumarkt

Fig. 88. Exploded view of the program of the added building on 
Neumarkt
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By adding a new volume on the Neumarkt, the 
square will be split in a still large part for events, and a 
smaller, more intimate space that has more residual 
quality. To achieve this, in the east part space for terraces 
will be provided underneath a row of trees. Next to the 
bike lane that crosses the square, a bicycle parking will 
be placed close to the entrance of the metro stop of 
the Neumarkt, and the start of the shopping area of the 
Schildersgasse.

The shopping street of Schildersgasse is extended 
onto the entire Neumarkt, that will become one 
continuous place since all car lanes are moved to the 
southern edge of the square that won’t interrupt the 
space anymore.

The tramways including the loop are maintained, 
but all platforms of the tramway stop of Neumarkt will 
be moved to the northern bound. By integrating the  
platforms in the design of the entire Neumarkt, it becomes 
a part of the square instead of a barrier between the 
large space and extended shopping street in the north.

A A’

Fig. 89. Impression of the new square in east of the added building on Neumarkt

Fig. 90. Section of the new square in east of the added building on Neumarkt9
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Fig. 91. Detailed plan drawing of the elevated walkway on top of the interior parking lot
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Adding an elevated walkway

Elevated walkway

Parking space 
inside block

Artist workspaces 

Connected lower 
roof spaces

Next to the reconnection of exterior spaces in the 
Hahnenstrasse area, also the reinterpretation of interior 
spaces of building blocks is an important element in the 
overall design. One of these cases is a building block 
north of the Hahnenstrasse, that contains a large parking 
lot in the interior space.

This place has a lot of potential since it is a quiet space 
- with only one entrance - right next to the busy east-west 
axis in Cologne. The block also forms a missing link in a 
cultural axis parallel to the Hahnenstrasse, which houses 
the Ehrengarde - one of Cologne's carnival associations, 
the Kölnischer Kunstverein and the Fritz Thyssen Stiftung, 
and lastly the Saint Aposteln church. These are spread 
over the other two blocks north of the Hahnenstrasse, as 
well as the Hahnentor just west of the building block with 
the interior parking lot.

Neumarkt

Rudolfplatz

Ehrengarde

Fritz Thyssen 
Stiftung

Kölnischer 
Kunstverein

Saint Aposteln 
church

Fig. 92. Scheme of the missing link in the cultural axis north of the Hahnenstrasse Fig. 93. Exploded view of the layout of the elevated walkway
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The solution is found in the creation of a new level 
above the ground fl oor. An elevated walkway is placed, 
hanging fi ve meters above the ground fl oor by the use of 
columns, placed in between the parking spaces. On a 
modular basis, small building volumes ranging in size and 
height can be attached to the walkway structure. Also, 
the roofs of existing low volumes around the parking lot 
can be used,  and connected to the elevated walkway.

For a revitalization of the interior space, the parking 
lot could just be removed. However, the employees and 
residents of surrounding buildings rely on this parking lot 
since parking space in the streets is scarce in old city 
centres like Cologne. Therefore the main challenge of 
this place is to add a cultural function, while maintaining 
the necessary parking lot.

The new structure and building volumes are created 
for local artist, who can use it as a workshop to create new 
art, but also to exhibit and sell their work. Local residents 
and creative companies of the buildings surrounding the 
parking lot can also hook up to this initiative, by making 
use of the roofs of lower building volumes on same height 
level of the elevated walkway.

B B’

Fig. 94. Impression of the elevated walkway, seen from the east.

Fig. 95. Section of the elevated walkway
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This makes a reinterpretation of the building blocks 
necessary and viable. For the creation of passages 
through the centres of the blocks, the layout of the 
buildings needs to be turned inside out. The front facade 
of the buildings is moved to the interior of the blocks, 
while the new back façades at the outside of the blocks 
maintain a representative layout instead of blind walls.

In the existing block structure, the back alleys can 
be reached by a couple of underpasses in the south 
façades. For a function as passage however, some new 
entrances need to be created. 

In both of the building blocks an underpass in the 
east facade is created, to connect the passages to 
each other and to the Neumarkt. In the eastern building 

Two of the three building blocks south of the 
Hahnenstrasse contain a parking lot in the interior, similar 
to the building block described in the previous paragraph. 
The shapes of the two blocks and their interior spaces - 
narrow but elongated - do create some diffi culties for a 
redevelopment, but the location in the city - in between 
the Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt, and right next to a busy 
traffi c corridor - make the blocks ideal for the creation 
of a pedestrian passage that connects the two large 
squares.

The Hahnenstrasse has become too busy for 
pedestrians to calmly walk, which also has a negative 
infl uence on the functioning of the one-storey shop 
buildings along the south side of the Hahnenstrasse.

block a passage in the north facade is created, opposing 
the intimate square west of the St Aposteln church. By 
creating this visual connection between public places 
north and south of the Hahnenstrasse, the cross-ability of 
the east-west axis is improved at this point.

In the western building block one passage is created 
newly in the south facade, to connect the new tower 
in that block to the small ancillary space and adjacent 
street south of the large slab building. Besides, the 
adjacent Sparkasse building with its central atrium is 
used to create a connection between the passages 
and the Rudolfplatz (the reinterpretation of this building is 
elaborated separately).

Fig. 96. Concept: turning the building block inside out

Fig. 97. Concept: Routing through the block instead of around it Fig. 98. Schematic image of the corridors and interior walkway connecting Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt
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The functioning of shops along the Hahnenstrasse 
is not viable anymore due to the rise in car traffi c in 
the Hahnenstrasse, that makes it almost impossible for 
people to calmly walk along this busy street. The one-
storey buildings along the Hahnenstrasse will therefore be 
transformed into start-up offi ce space, reachable from 
the interior of the building block.

In the new Wallarkaden building in the middle of 
the Rudolfplatz, much space is reserved for start-up 
incubation. This development will be taken as a starting 
point for the transformation of the Hahnenstrasse and 
the Neumarkt into a creative axis with arts and culture 
north of the Hahnenstrasse, and creative businesses at 
the south side of the road and on the Neumarkt square.

For the transformation of the building blocks 
themselves to become fi nancially viable, the addition of 
program is necessary. Therefore, three building volumes  
- free-standing residential towers - will be added to the 
existing situation.

In the lower two fl oors of the towers - as well as on 
the fi rst fl oor of the eastern building block - space for 
housing supportive functions is created. This includes 
a wide range of functions, like restaurants, bars, gyms, 
pharmacies, and many others. These functions are 
meant mainly for the residents of the building blocks, but 
also for neighbouring residents and passers-by.

Fig. 99. Exploded view of the adapted program of the building blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse
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Fig. 100. Detailed plan drawing of the ground fl oor of the interior walkway through the Sparkasse and building blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse
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Fig. 101. Plan drawing of the fi rst fl oor of the blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse

Fig. 102. Plan drawing of the second fl oor of the blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse Fig. 103. Plan drawing of the third fl oor of the blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse

1st fl oor

2nd fl oor 3rd fl oor
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The three towers are partly overhanging the one-
storey buildings, towards the Hahnenstrasse. The lower 
part of the towers have a sloped facade at the north 
side, and hereby visually connect the ground fl oor of the 
low buildings with the high residential towers hanging 
over the road. 

The towers are also twisted a few degrees relative 
to the surrounding slab buildings. Hereby the view from 
the Neumarkt and the Rudolfplatz on the series of high 
volumes becomes more dynamic, especially for people 
moving along the Hahnenstrasse. 

After the addition of the three volumes on the roofs 
of the low buildings, still a large part of these roofs will 
remain unbuilt. This still empty space will be used for the 
creation of roof gardens. This idea stems from Riphahn’s 
original design for the building blocks, that included 
green spaces in between the low shops.

The rooftop gardens are reachable by the central 
staircases of the new towers, but also by stairs that will 
be placed in the passages. Hereby the roofs will become 
public spaces, although passers-by will only visit them 
if they are aware of their existence. Besides, because 
the gardens are surrounded by multiple tall residential 
buildings, the social control in the public spaces will 
ensure a safe social environment in the roof gardens.

Fig. 104. Impression of the underpass connecting the interior 
walkway with the intimate square west of the St Aposteln church
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Fig. 105. Section of the western building block with interior walkway, south of the Hahnenstrasse

Fig. 106. Section of the eastern building block with interior walkway, south of the Hahnenstrasse at the underpass to the north
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Vegetation is also an important part of the design of 
the passages. The green of the gardens that are placed 
on the roofs of the low volumes along the Hahnenstrasse, is 
continued on top of the passage. Also inside the passages 
vegetation is present. On the edges of the overhanging 
roof of the start-up offi ce space, plants hanging over the 
fl at roofs will give passers-by a hint on the existence of the 
roof gardens. Lastly, on the ground fl oor of the passages 
vegetation is placed in large planters of which the sides 
function as seats for passers-by.

The roofs covering the passages will consist mainly 
of glass, to provide enough daylight on the ground fl oor 
of the passages and the adjacent start-up offi ces. The 
roofs will be split into two levels. A lower part is created 
at the south side, that is levelled with the lowest fl oor 
of the adjacent slab buildings that contains housing. A 
higher part is designed in the middle of the passages, 
and physically separates the slab buildings from the roof 
gardens on top of the lower volumes. Visually they are still 
connected, due to the use of glass panels in the entire 
roof of the passages.

Fig. 107. Impression of the interior walkway in the eastern building 
block, as seen from the east
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In the connection of the interior walkway with the 
Rudolfplatz, the Sparkasse building is of vital importance. 
This large, postmodern offi ce building has a large round, 
semi-public atrium in the centre, that is reachable from 
the north and the west side - underneath the underpass. 
In the original design drawing of the building the atrium 
should also be reachable from the south side, however 
this entrance is currently blocked.

Another aspect of the redesign of the Sparkasse 
offi ce is the removal of the front wing of the building. 
This part of the existing building is currently blocking 
the view from the south part of the Rudolfplatz into 
the Hahnenstrasse - with its rhythmical series of spaces 
with one-storey buildings, and tall slab buildings placed 
perpendicular to and partly overhanging the road.

With the removal of the north facing wing of 
the building, the entire space is opened up, and the 
Sparkasse doesn’t form the absolute edge of the 
Rudolfplatz anymore. Instead, the space fl ows smoothly 
from the square into the Hahnenstrasse, whereby the 
round atrium that partly sticks out of the facade is way 
more visible and justifi ed as a shape.

Fig. 108. Ground fl oor plan of the original fl oor plan of the Sparkasse 
building (© HPP, 1992)

Fig. 109. Adaptations to the original ground fl oor plan of the 
Sparkasse building

Fig. 110. Adapted fl oor plan of the ground fl oor of the Sparkasse 
building
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Opening up the Sparkasse
elevators connect the ground fl oor to what feels like the 
fi rst fl oor of the offi ce building, that is actually located 
on the ground level when comparing the height levels to 
the surroundings.

The story of height differences doesn’t end here yet, 
because there is also a height difference between the 
Rudolfplatz (+2 meters), the Hahnenstrasse (+1 meter) and 
the parallel street south of the Hahnenstrasse (0 meters). 
This is an issue not only for the Sparkasse, but also for the 
two building blocks that will contain an interior walkway. 
In the new design the height difference between the 
Hahnenstrasse and the parallel street to the south - of 
one meter - is bridged in the middle of the start-up offi ce 
space. The underpass to the north, underneath the tower 

in the eastern block is slightly sloped to smoothly bridge 
the gap between the passage and the Hahnenstrasse.

In the new design also a reinterpretation of the 
public part of the Sparkasse offi ce is implemented. The 
lowered part of the building will be removed, whereby 
the new ground fl oor of the building will be equal to the 
ground level of the Rudolfplatz.

A new connection will be created between the 
central atrium of the Sparkasse and the interior walkway 
in the building blocks that face the east facade of the 
Sparkasse offi ce. Hereby the ground fl oor of the Sparkasse, 
and in particular the round atrium, will become a central 
point in the interior walkway between the Rudolfplatz 
and the Neumarkt.

In the original design for the Sparkasse offi ce, multiple 
height differences have been used. The main entrance 
at the north side is lowered by three meters relative to 
the Rudolfplatz. Escalators that have stopped working 
ages ago provide the physical connection between the 
large square and the lowered small space in front of the 
entrance.

The main atrium of the building is situated even one 
meter deeper compared to the entrance. With stairs and 

Fig. 111. Height differences in the original ground fl oor plan of the 
Sparkasse building

Fig. 112. Height differences in the adapted ground fl oor plans for the Sparkasse building and building blocks south of the Hahnenstrasse
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Conclusion
Based on a historical, spatial and typo-morphological 

research, many of the strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities and threats of the Hahnenstrasse area 
including the large urban squares of Neumarkt and 
Rudolfplatz were uncovered. Together these will answer 
the research question of this report: 

How do the political and design infl uences of 
different eras come together in the current urban tissue 
of the Hahnenstrasse area in Cologne, and how does 
Albert Speer’s master plan react to this interplay of 
historic layers?

The east-west axis will maintain to be an important 
traffi c corridor for private vehicles, public transport and 
bike traffi c in the future. However in the current situation 
the traffi c corridor has taken over the space, which  
comes at the expense of the residential quality of the 
Hahnenstrasse area. Besides, the continuity and spatial 
experience of the squares of Rudolfplatz and Neumarkt 
is interrupted.

This also has a negative infl uence on the functioning 
of the building blocks adjacent to the Hahnenstrasse. The 
shops located in one-storey volumes along the south side 
of the road are in need of a reinterpretation. Besides, the 
interior courtyards of the corresponding building blocks 
are currently used as parking space only, but have a 
large potential in becoming intimate, ancillary places.

Traditionally, the city centre of Cologne was 
characterized by a series of ancillary spaces, that 
together formed an uninterrupted sequence of public 
spaces in the city. However with the rise in traffi c many 

of these intimate public spaces were converted into 
modern traffi c spaces, that lack residential quality and 
divide spaces and areas into separated fragments.

The age in which private vehicle traffi c became more 
important, has also brought a new type of urbanism and 
architecture to the city of Cologne. Traditional closed 
perimeter building blocks do still exist in the current urban 
tissue, but are accompanied by modern high-rise slab 
buildings, that have a different spatial connection to their 
surroundings. Many modern as well as postmodern and 
contemporary pieces of architecture fi lled up gaps in the 
urban tissue, and are now serving as landmarks along 
important roads like the east-west axis. However some of 
these visually important buildings and series of building 
volumes are not fully justifi ed in the current situation.

All of these positive and negative elements in the 
existing situation are combined in a master plan for the 
Hahnenstrasse area in Cologne. This plan is in its goal 
complementary to the design that Albert Speer has 
proposed for the Hahnenstrasse area, but differs in the 
concrete measures that are implied.

Different kinds of design measures are proposed, 
that all have the same goal; to reinterpret the existing 
space, in order to improve the residential quality of 
pedestrian spaces in the area, and to recreate a 
network of ancillary places for pedestrians - distanced 
from the traffi c corridor of the east-west axis. In order 
to make the entire transformation fi nancially feasible, 
some building volumes will be added to the urban tissue 
in strategic spaces. These new buildings will on the one 
hand improve the typo-morphological layout of the east-
west axis in the Hahnenstrasse area, while on the other 

hand they add program that increases the liveliness of 
public places in the Hahnenstrasse area.

Of vital importance in the entire design is the 
reinterpretation of the interiors of building blocks. Most 
of these places - situated in building blocks adjacent to 
the Hahnenstrasse - are currently used only as back alleys 
and parking spaces. However, in potential they form 
great spaces for the recreation of a slow traffi c network 
in the Hahnenstrasse area. Two kinds of transformations 
of the interior spaces of building blocks have been 
proposed that implement the overall strategy in two 
entirely different ways, but together form links in the 
recreated network of ancillary spaces.

Overall, the design that is proposed in this report 
strengthens the urban qualities that are already partly 
visible in the current situation. Besides, it creates new 
urban qualities by converting negative issues of the 
Hahnenstrasse area into positive ones.

This design is presented as an alternative to Albert 
Speer’s master plan for redevelopment of the entire city 
centre of Cologne. Where Speer’s plan rücksichtslos 
imposes a new design layer on top of the existing urban 
tissue, the alternative design proposed in this report  listens 
to what the Hahnenstrasse area has to offer and what it 
really needs, in order to become a thriving network of 
ancillary places with large residential qualities.
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