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Abstract

Ebertplatz is at the moment a neglected 
public space, however it has a great 
potential. The underground passages are not 
functioning properly and the area attracts 
drug addicts and dealers. After 2017, the city is 
implementing a program for the revitalization 
of the square. At the same time, artists who 
are based on the square and citizens from 
the neighborhood are participating in events, 
activities and exhibitions. The question that 
arises is: Are these actions sufficient? How 
could a new design improve the quality of 
this public space and make it function as a 
place where various communities are coming 
together? 

Ebertplatz is one of the areas included in 
the Masterplan of Speer proposed in 2009 
for the city of Cologne. According to that, 
the goal is to transform the site into an 
easily accessible and usable urban space. 
The square is fragmented and divided into 
three parts, so the masterplan seeks for a 
possible connection of the segments and 
restoration of the actual size of area’s urban 
dimension. More specifically, tall trees that 
are surrounding the square can play the 
role of the frame that defines the space. 
This proposal was not implemented and the 
square remains an unsolved problem for the 
city. 

Examining the recent past can provide 
an interesting insight to the factors that 
contributed in the formation of location’s 
current  situation. In the 70s the structure 
of the whole city changed and the car 
was introduced as the main mean of 
transportation. Part of those changes was the 
construction of the North-south axis which 
divided the square into two parts. On the site 
further construction work was completed 
and created the basic form and elements of 
today’s Ebertplatz: an interplay of brutalist 
architecture, a fountain and seven shops in 
an underground passage. The site presents 
a great complexity where different routing 
directions come together and different levels 
coexist. In addition, various groups of people 
are users of the square and this can be the key 
factor for the transformation of the square 
since it is perceived as a strong connection 
point.
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1. Introduction
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The thesis is part of the studio ‘The Beauty of 
the Fractured City of Cologne’ which focuses 
on the city of Cologne. In this city several 
historical layers are creating an interesting 
composition while the traces of the historical 
eras (Roman, mediaeval, 19th century, post-
war reconstruction) are still recognizable 
and contribute to the formation of the urban 
tissue. In other words, it is a heterogeneous 
mosaic of the different urban development 
phases. 

The history of Cologne dates back to the 
Roman times as a settlement and continues 
until today as a dynamic city with a unique 
atmosphere. Starting from the roman era, 
two main axis ‘Cardo Maximus’ with north-
south direction and ‘Decumanus Maximus’ 
with east-west direction perpendicular 
to each other played an important role in 
the city’s structure during the following 
centuries. In the Middle Ages, a fortification 
eight kilometres long and twelve city gates 
was constructed. Three of the gates have 
been preserved are still used today. After 1881, 
the demolition of the medieval walls started 
in order to make possible the expansion of 
the city. During World War II approximately 
90 percent of the inner city was destroyed. 
The reconstruction afterwards is associated 
with modernization of the inner city and the 
destruction of urban scale. (Curdes, 1998)

1.1. The fractured city of Cologne

Fig 1.1. Conceptual scheme of Cologne before the 
war

Fig 1.2.Conceptual scheme of Cologne after the 
war

Fig 1.3. The city of Cologne today 
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Fig 1.4. The Masterplan proposed by Speer in 2009

Fig 1.5. Main intervention areas of the Masterplan

In 2009, the office of Albert Speer proposed a 
master plan for the city and this is the starting 
point for the studio’s research. It is a top-down 
plan aiming at generating a ‘wholeness’ out 
of the city’s fragments. Speer’s plan focuses 
mainly on large abandoned areas making a 
proposal on the basis of sustainability and 
implementation of green areas. He provides 
guidelines for the building blocks on an urban 
level without determining the architectural 
details. For him the blocks are defined by the 
streets and green lines and at a later stage 
the architects can make their contribution. 
(Atanasova et al., 2013)  It includes seven main 
intervention areas, which are the following: 
the city of the Rhine, the ring, the inner green 
belt, the Nord-Süd-Fahrt, the East-West Axis, 
the inner city core, the right side of the Rhine. 
The overall intention is to develop the urban 
planning framework that reflects ambitions 
and presents suggestions for their realization 
in the long term. (Masterplan Köln, 2008)
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Ebertplatz is one of the areas included in 
the Masterplan of Speer about the city of 
Cologne. At the same time it is Cologne’s 
larger square, a big open public space with 
great importance for the neighborhood and 
the city. At the moment, it is a neglected 
space where the design of the 70s for the 
square is not functioning properly and has 
turned it into a dark, unfriendly zone with 
a negative stigma. The city of Cologne is 
making an effort to revitalize the place and it 
is a dynamic area with great possibilities for 
further development. For these reasons, the 
square of Ebertplatz is chosen as a research 
area. The thesis defines Ebertplatz the 
square at its whole length from the crossing 
Hansaring and Neuser street until the Rhine.
The first part of the thesis begins with an 
analysis of Ebertplatz square. In order to 
conduct a complete research, a combination 
of research methodologies is applied. More 
specifically, the methodologies used are: 
demographic data analysis, interviews with 
involved stakeholders, behavioral mapping 
of users. In the second part of the thesis, the 
design proposal is explained. Finally, the thesis 
ends with a conclusion and a reflection where 
the aim is to answer the research question 
and discuss the results.

1.2.  The site of Ebertplatz

Fig 1.6. Aerial view of Ebertplatz
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2. Ebertplatz 
a square in transformation
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Ebertplatz is located on a strategic point at 
the junction of the North-South axis (Nord-
Süd-Fahrt) and the Ring road, two of the main 
city’s infrastructure lines. The North-South 
axis was proposed by Rudolf Schwartz who 
contributed to the reconstruction of Cologne 
after World War II. It is important to mention 
that during World War II Cologne was heavily 
bombed and around 90 percent  of the inner 
city was destroyed. The axis was planned to 
be a modest size traffic road lying in the heart 
of the old city center with curves to avoid the 
old churches, squares, and shopping streets. 
The proposed road width was 18 meters with 
a three-meter broad sidewalk on both sides 
and the assumption was that the road will not 
be busy. This plan was not executed, because 
after 1952  Edward Peck took over as a city 
planner, and finally the axis was constructed 
with a width of 32m to ensure comfortable 
passing for the cars. The result of the broad 
street was the creation of a harsh barrier that 
divided the inner city of Cologne in two parts. 
(Atanasova et al., 2013) Regarding the ring road, 
it was already envisioned by Josef Stübben in 
his plan for the city in 1880 for its expansion. 
Later on, it is one of the intervention areas 
is Speer’s Masterplan. It runs as an urban 
backbone through the structure of the inner 
city characterized as a green belt. (Masterplan 
Köln, 2008)

2.1.  Ebertplatz and the city

Fig 2.1. North-South axis according to the master-
plan of Rudolf Schwartz 

Fig 2.2. Plan for the ring road by Josef Stübben

Fig 2.3. The ring road in Speer’s Masterplan
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Fig 2.4. Main city’s infrastructure lines

Fig 2.5. The green structure of Cologne

Fig 2.6. Art spaces in Cologne

Ebertplatz is the largest square in inner-city 
with linear shape and an approximate length 
of  680 meters. It is also located at a great 
proximity to the central station (10 minutes 
walking distance) and a metro and bus stop 
on the square provide great connection with 
other parts of the city. What is more, the square 
plays a significant role in the green structure 
of the city. The structure comprises the big 
green ring and several smaller green spaces 
scattered around the city and Ebertplatz is 
one of the biggest of them.

The square is also important for the cultural 
activity of the city. Within the last 10 years 
an art and culture hub is developing on the 
area with several independent art spaces 
in the underground part on the west side 
of the square. Those art spaces organizing 
exhibitions and events are contributing to the 
revitalization of the site and the shaping of its 
identity. 

Independent art initiatives 

Other art spaces
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2.2.  Ebertplatz through time

-Looking back 
At the beginning of the 19th century a 
500-meter-long and 50-meter-wide harbour 
(“Napoleonhafen” or “Thürmchenshafen”) 
was located on the site of Ebertplatz to 
protect the town from ice drift and flood. 
It was in use until the end of 19th century 
when it was filled. Meanwhile the medieval 
city wall was demolished and one of the 
remaining city gates is the Eigelsteintorburg, 
located on the south of Ebertplatz. At the 
end of 19th century Josef Stübben proposed 
the semicircular ring bulevard following the 
shape of the demolished city wall. It was based 
on the model of Parisian Boulevards and the 
proposal was a wide street with several parks 
positioned along its length. As a result, at that 
time Ebertplatz was a tranquil public space 
with a fountain and many trees offering a 
park-like feeling. In the coming years the 
square maintained its general shape and the 
bigger change was implemented with the 
construction of the big infrastructure line of 
North-South axis which split the square in 
two parts. 

In 2009, the city council adopted the 
Masterplan of Speer for the city and 
Ebertplatz is included in that. According to 
the masterplan the goal is to transform the 
space of the Ebertplatz as an easily accessible 
and usable urban space. The square is divided 
into three parts, so the masterplan seeks a 
possible connection of the segments and 
restoration of the actual size of the area’s 
urban dimension. More specifically, trees 
that are surrounding the square can play 
the role of the frame that defines the space. 
Regarding the time schedule, it is included in 
the 1st phase of the masterplan, 0-5 years.

Fig 2.7. The Eigelsteintorburg (1930)

Fig 2.8. Ebertplatz in the end of 19th century

Fig 2.9. Proposal for Ebertplatz by Stübben

Fig 2.10. Proposal for Ebertplatz by Speer
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Stubben

Speer

Stubben

Speer

-Constructing a brutalistic passage 
After the disastrous Second World War 
when many cities were ruined there was a 
wish for progress and prosperity. Cars were 
perceived as their symbol. Subsequently, the 
‘Car-friendly city’ concept was developed 
and adopted in the reconstruction of many 
large West German cities including Cologne. 
The main idea is that different types of 
transportation are separated to achieve 
continuous traffic flows that connect better 
the city and the countryside. (van Es, 2014) 
Therefore, there is a clear distinction between 
the pre-war situation with the human scale 
city and the post-war condition with the car-
friendly city.

In the case of Ebertplatz, in the 1960s there 
was an increasing density of traffic and 
therefore the space had to be re-ordered. 
Separating cars and pedestrians was the 
main idea for the redesigning of the area and 
the underground passages together with the 
underground metro station were constructed 
around the 1970s. The architectural style of 
brutalism was adopted and concrete was 
the dominant material while a hexagonal 
design language was used. The sub street 
level passage included initially commercial 
uses but soon, around 1980s they were closed 
because they were not profitable enough. The 
square gradually lost its popularity and the 
city turned off the fountain and the escalators 
due to the high cost of maintenance. Finally 
the area became a shelter for homeless, drug 
dealers and addicts and turned into a place 
with a bad reputation. 

Fig 2.11. Remodeling of Ebertplatz, around 1975

Fig 2.12. Kinetic water sculpture by Wolfgang 
Göddertz located on Ebertplatz (1977)

Fig 2.13. Proposal for street profile by Stübben

Fig 2.14. Proposal for street profile by Speer



20
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1895

1895

1910

1926

1926

Fig 2.15. Historical evolution timeline of Ebertplatz
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2.3.  Elements of the site

Ebertplatz is a relatively big open public 
space which presents great complexity due 
to several underground passages and various 
routes for pedestrians. It is a junction point of 
two main infrastructure lines and high speed 
traffic lines around the square create a barrier 
and separate it from its surroundings. The 
building blocks on the south part present a 
closed form while on the north a more loose 
system with open building blocks is observed. 
Another element on the site is the Ringturm, 
a 26 floor tower which is prominent due to its 
height. On the square, there is a metro and 
bus stop and Ebertplatz is an important public 
transport hub with 30.000 daily passengers 
that board or leave trains and 35.000 
passengers switching lines. (New access to 
Ebertplatz, 2018) It is important to mention 
also the line that connects the Eigelstein-
Torburg with the church of St Agnes on the 
north with a visual connection that is made 
over the underground part on the west side 
of the square. 

The square is surrounded by four 
neighborhoods with different characteristics. 
(Agnes-Viertel, Villen-Viertel, Kuniberts-
Viertel, Eigelstein-Viertel) This can be seen 
from the analysis of demographic data 
(see appendix 1) For example, in Eigelstein 
50% of the population are foreigners or 
have migration background while in Agnes 
the corresponding percentage is 30%. In 
Eigelstein the Turkish community (32,7% of 
foreigners) makes its presence noticeable 
with several shops, bars and restaurants in 
the area. 
 

Fig 2.16. The west part of the square 

Fig 2.17. The bus stop and tower

Fig 2.18. The crossing of the North-South axis and 
the Ring road

Fig 2.19. The undergound part of the square
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The west part together with the public 
transport stops includes some functions 
in the underground part. There are three 
independent art spaces, a copy shop and  a 
café-bar and a former bar that is temporarily 
closed. There is also an art space available 
for renting that accommodates temporary 
exhibitions. For example, during the ‘Passagen’ 
(Interior Design Week, 14-20 January 2019) 
students from Koln International School 
of Design (KISD) participated with some 
temporary installations in this space.
The middle part of the square is a natural 
green space with a small natural lake and 
many trees. This presents a great quality 
since users can experience a natural space in 
the heart of the city. The last part towards the 
Rhine, is an open green space which includes 
a small playground and some benches.

In order to examine the way users are moving 
on the square, a behavioral mapping of 
people passing through the square was used. 
(see appendix 2) The study area is  the west 
part with the underground passages. Despite 
the modest size of sample (20 users), which 
is a relevant limitation, there are interesting 
observations. Most of the users are moving 
between the metro and bus stop. On the west 
part, people choose to use the ramp or the 
small stairs on the south to move towards the 
sub terrain part. These findings can be helpful 
for the design and for example make use of 
the fact that many users are following the 
route that connects the two mobility stops.

Fig 2.20. The east part of Ebertplatz

Fig 2.21. Natural lake in the ‘park’ part of the 
square

Fig 2.22. The green part, middle part of Ebertplatz

Fig 2.23. Path through the park that leads to the 
river
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1

2
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5
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7

8

Art space

Plot and copy shop 

Bar

1. Bruch & Dallas
2. African Drum
3. GOLD+BETON
4. Bistro Treff 
(temporary closed)
5. Labor Ebertplatz
6. PORTICO Plot & copy shop
7. Temporary exhibition space 
(rentable)
8. Wasserkinetische Plastik fountain

UH

U
H

H

Fig 2.24. Functions in the west part of Ebertplatz

Fig 2.25. Behavioral mapping showing how users are moving in the east 
part

Fig 2.26. Mobility map: current situation 
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Fig 2.27. Ebertplatz on the news
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2.4. What is happening on Ebertplatz? 

-After 2017 
At the end of 2017 Ebertplatz captured the 
interest of news when a violent crime took 
place on the square and a young man was 
stabbed to death. This is the point when the 
city decided to take action and after many 
years that the square was neglected it entered 
the transformation process. 

The involved stakeholders are the city of 
Cologne which supports art/culture activities 
and implements temporary uses programs 
and participation workshops, the association 
of all tenants (Brunnen e.V.) including art 
spaces, shops and projects and finally the 
local civic association which are playing 
an active role with monthly meetings and 
participatory activities.

- The interim concept
The city of Cologne recognizes that Ebertplatz 
is a public space with great potential that 
is at the moment neglected. Therefore, it 
is planning to start the realization of a new 
urban concept or redesign of the square 
in 2020. For the interim period, from 2018 
to 2020, the concept ‘INTERIM Ebertplatz’ 
(Zwischennutzung 2018-2020), adopted 
by the City Council on 20th March 2018, is 
implemented. The aim is to ‘revitalize the 
square’. According to the interim concept 
possible uses for the Ebertplatz include :
-cultural and artistic interventions
-leisure activities, urban gardening
-child and youth oriented events
-gastronomy, markets and other public 
events
 (New access to Ebertplatz, 2018)

Fig 2.28. Underground passage towards the 
metro stop

Fig 2.29. Police presence on Ebertplatz is an 
everyday phenomenon

Fig 2.30. Homeless find a shelter in the 
uderground part

Fig 2.31. Damaged escalators make the 
undergound passage less attractive
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A semi-structured interview with Hele 
Habenicht responsible for the public 
relations of ‘Unser Ebertplatz’ provided useful 
information about the interim concept and 
the temporary uses program that the city of 
Cologne is implementing at the moment on 
the square.

The initiative ‘Unser Ebertplatz’, organized by 
the city, enables the citizen participation in 
design processes. More specifically, there are 
four groups that are having regular meetings 
and citizens are welcome to express their ideas 
and concerns. The groups are: 1. Temporary 
space/place design 2.Culture/events 
3.Participation 4.Green group (begrünung). 
In that way, users are involved in the square’s 
transformation and slowly become more 
committed to the space.

As part of the transformation a series of 
temporary uses is implemented on the square. 
For example, an ice skating rink of 215m2 was 
installed on the square and operated from 26 
November 2018 to 13 January 2019 and was 
an attraction point for kids and adults. As 
a second example, from 15 to 18 April 2019 , 
the mobile gaming club ‘Juppi’, a small van 
equipment for sports and creative games, 
took place daily on the Ebertplatz. Children 
and young people were invited to spend 
their free time with peers in a creative and 

Brunnen e.V.
Association of all tenants
-Art spaces 
-Shops
-Projects

Stadt Koeln
-Supports art/culture 
activities
-Temporary uses 
program
-Participation workshops

Local civic 
-Online platform
-Facebook page 
-Monthly meetings 
-Participatory activities

?
Created by Gan Khoon Lay
from the Noun Project
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sporty sense. They could create batik bags, 
sew with colorful fabrics and play sports like 
badminton, bowling, ball games and table 
tennis. 

The outcomes of the ‘Participation’ group 
meetings appear quite interesting. Some 
ideas that the participants shared are the 
following: ‘Maintain the open fountain. 
Construct more sitting possibilities, like the 
wooden benches. Create a bar/café, maybe as 
temporary use of a  container that is already 
placed on the square’ Those ideas can be 
integrated in the design phase and help in 
creating a space that meets the user’s needs 
and desires. 

Additionally, a semi-structured interview 
with Ruth Wennemar board member of civic 
association Bürgerverein Kölner Eigelstein 
e.V. provides additional information on 
the topic. She suggests maintaining the 
culture/art character because it can play a 
significant role in having a lively place where 
artists come up with nice/fresh ideas and 
exhibitions attract visitors. She mentions 
that the square is becoming popular for 
people from nearby neighborhoods after 
the reopening of the fountain. “Ebertplatz 
is the connection point that brings people 
together, main consideration and goal to 
create a community.”  During the interview, 
that took place in one of the cafes on the 
pedestrian street between Eigelstein-Torburg 
and Ebertplatz, a lady passes by and says 
‘hello’. She mentions that she moved in 
the neighborhood a year ago and she feels 
member of the community and this is for 
Ruth Wennemar the biggest achievement for 
the association. 

Fig 2.32. Activities for children

Fig 2.33. Temporary ice skate rink during winter 

Fig 2.34. The fountain is an attraction point for 
adults and children

Fig 2.35. Open air festival around the fountain
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-Art on Ebertplatz
During the redevelopment of the 1970s 
a large fountain ‘water kinetic sculpture’ 
(Wasserkinetische) by the artist Wolfgang 
Goddertz was placed on the west part of the 
square. After not functioning for 15 years it 
started working again in summer 2018 and 
became an attraction point for adults and kids. 
Together with that, the four independent art 
spaces are often presenting installations and 
exhibitions on the square. During the last ten 
years the artists are trying to change the vibe 
of the square and create an art/cultural hub. 
Interviews with the artists that are operating 
the independent art spaces on the square 
offered interesting insight on how this group 
of users is experiencing the square. Artists find 
it attractive for several reasons. Gerd Mies, one 
of the operators of ‘Labor’ art space, mentions 
that he finds the brutalism architecture 
attractive and after working at this place for 
a couple of years starts feeling it like home. 
Meryem Erkus, who  runs the GOLD+BETON 
art space, likes the ‘empty space’, enjoys 
the freedom to make installations outside 
and other events like late drinks without 
restrictions from the neighborhood. Artists 
from Bruch & Dallas mention the affordability 
as an extra advantage of the space. What is 
more, they appreciate the help of the city 
which provides financial support to their 
independent art initiatives. 
“Art and culture can positively change the 
Ebertplatz”, says Cologne Deputy Mayor of Fine 
Arts and Culture Susanne Laugwitz-Aulbach. 
“I am glad that the art venue Ebertpltaz has 
a legacy and will play a major role in the 
temporary use concept and, hopefully, in the 
future too. The current cultural development 
plan for Cologne puts an emphasis on the 
need of preserving spaces for art and culture, 
which can also include public space.” (Press 

The chapter above tries to provide all the 
required information to understand in depth 
the context of this dynamic and complex 
project location. This research and analysis 
can lead to the formation of the research 
question. The next part presenting the design 
proposal with try to provide an answer to that.

 
‘How to achieve the feeling of community in 
the case of a complex public space where 
different levels and directions are coming 
together and various groups of people are 
present?’ 

release City of Cologne, 19/04/2018) 
The city is encouraging events on the square 
and also made an invitation for tender 
for the artistic transformation or redesign 
of the escalators. The installations will be 
implemented during 2019 and 2020. All these 
initiatives aim at a positive effect on the public 
perception of the area. 



31

Fig 2.36. Art installations, exhibitions and events taking place in the new developing cultural hub
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3. Reshaping the square
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3.1. Intentions

Prior to design intentions description 
a reference to the target group of the 
assignment is necessary. They are the 
different communities located on the areas 
around the square, the artists with their art 
spaces based on the sub terrain part, people 
at their leisure spending their free time at 
the square and the commuters for whom the 
square is a crossing point. The vision for the 
square is to create a safe, inclusive, lively and 
attractive space. A place where the various 
groups come together. This vision leads to 
a more general goal which is to make the 
people feel the square as their home. 
The methods that can be used to achieve 
that are the temporary uses and participation 
processes.  In that way users are involved and 
slowly become engaged with the space. This 
can be connected with the goal of creating 
the feeling of home on the square. Regarding 
the involved stakeholders the city provides 
the framework in which the citizens from 

the neighborhood or other parts of the city 
can participate. Shop owners and artists 
have an active role and a say in the formation 
of the design proposal by participating in 
discussions and expressing their thoughts. 

The following chapter presents three 
variations/first design ideas about the 
square. They are different approaches and 
experimentations that led to the elaborate 
design.
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3.2. Testing scenarios

buildings as connectors natural part small interventions

-Building as connectors

The main idea of the first scenario is to create a building block on the west part of the square, 
reflecting the surrounding with the addition of several buildings. Moving towards the river, the 
part with the lake remains natural while at the last part some small interventions can take place. 
There is an emphasis on the main street axis that splits the square and the buildings are seen as 
connectors.
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-A new tower typology

The second scenario suggests a new tower and the addition on top of an existing building. The new 
tower is placed on the part of the square that multiple different directions are coming together. It 
can be seen as an effort to redefine the character and form of tower, to give an alternative to the 
existing typology.

new tower natural part addition on existing building  
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-Redefining the limits

This intervention suggests the expansion of the square’s limits. It includes the activation of existing 
plint and expansion of green spaces on rooftops. The idea is to ‘open’ the inactive inner parts of 
building blocks and make them lively part of the square itself.

lively inner blocksnew functions in plint expansion of green
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3.3. Elaborate design 
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The intention of the design is to transform the 
public space of Ebertplatz, densify the existing 
functions and bring the several communities 
together. Therefore, a series of interventions 
or incidents that create different experiences 
for the users is proposed.

The cultural/art character is strengthened 
and additional activities are taking place on 
the square. More specifically, the three parts 
of the square are treated in a distinctive way. 
The west part can be described as an urban 
courtyard, the middle part preserves its 
natural character and quality and the east 
part towards the Rhine is a park with activities. 
On the west part two buildings are proposed 
and function as connectors between the 
different levels. The building on the west 
corner receives the several directions that 
are coming together on this point and reacts 
on them with its positioning. In terms of 
program it includes a three layer art gallery, 
with storage space on the -1 level, and a cafe 
on the higher level which offers an interesting 
view towards the square and the big fountain. 
The second building includes a bike parking 
and a bike repair shop. This is aligned with 
the idea to strengthen the role or Ebertplatz 
as mobility hub and create a bike station 
together with the existing metro and bus 
stops. A bridge is proposed to implement 
the visual and physical connection between 
the west and central part. It includes two 
identical towers with elevators and staircases 
and a double ramp towards the central 
natural part. The towers offer the possibility to 
accommodate small open air exhibitions, for 
example photography exhibition. 

The natural part maintains its character 
and only small interventions with sitting 
possibilities are proposed. This part of the 

square functions as a ‘green island’ where 
citizens can enjoy a tranquil atmosphere in 
the city center. 

The east part, the activities park, includes 
a building where visitors can   and smaller 
interventions like playground, flower bed, 
sitting areas. A space remains empty, being 
reserved for sport activities like open air 
yoga class, volleyball, football. Finally, the last 
intervention is a cafe on the eastern corner of 
the Ebertplatz. It is located on a crucial point, 
visible for all the pedestrians and car drivers 
that pass along the river, and aims to function 
as an attraction that will invite passengers to 
visit the rest of the square. 

URBAN 
COURTYARD

NATURAL 
ZONE

ACTIVITY 
PARK

Fig 3.1. Concept scheme of design proposal
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Fig 3.2. Proposed functions in axonometric diagram
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Design details

Fig 3.3. Example possibilities for park interventions
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Fig 3.4. a)Tower with elevator, staircase and open air exhibition b) Sports facilities in the activity park 
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Fig 3.5. Impression of the developing cultural hub

Atmosphere
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Fig 3.6. Art installations in the underground passage towards the metro stop
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Fig 3.7. Impression of cafe in the east part of the square
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Fig 3.8. The bridge connection
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Fig 3.9. Model, west part of the square
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Fig 3.10. Model, east part of the square
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4. Conclusions
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Conclusions

The thesis attempted to answer the question 
of how a new design could improve the 
quality of the neglected public space of 
Ebertplatz and make it function as a place 
where various communities are coming 
together. In other words, the research and 
design proposal aimed at examining and 
suggesting conditions that ensure the 
creation of a community space. The goal was 
clearly defined from the beginning of the 
project: make the citizens feel the square 
as their home. The result is an ensemble of 
building volumes, smaller interventions and 
open areas that create a sequence of spaces 
which provide a variety of experiences for the 
visitors/users of the square. It is important 
to recognize the fact that the case study of 
Ebertplatz is a complex and dynamic location 
where various stakeholders are involved 
and the site itself is a composition of many 
different elements with a great influence on 
it. Therefore, a suggested design that takes 
into account all of them and accomplishes 
a successful result requires a more extensive 
and elaborate research and proposal. Given 
the limited time for this project, it was 
not possible to work out all the aspects 
completely. Nevertheless, this design can be 
a good starting point for further development 
on the site.
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4

1

2

3

Innenstadt

     Innenstadt
Age 
<18      9,7
18-30     23,2
30-65     53,3
65-80     9,8
>80     3,9

Marital status 
single            61,4
married            25,8
widow            3,7
divorced 7,0
partnership 1,2

Nationality 
German without MHG  69,0
German with MHG  13,5
Foreigners             17,5

Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                         14,6
Italy                        10,3
Poland                        2,6
Bulgaria             2,4
Greece                        3,5
Romania             1,9
Russian Federation  2,1

Residency span  
<2 years 27,8
2-5 years 21,7
5-10 years 18,5
10-15 years 10,3
15-20 years 6,4
20-30 years 6,8
>30 years 8,5
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,6
Secondary residence 1,4

Household size 
1 person 66,9
2 persons 21,5
3 persons 6,6
4 persons 3,8
>5 persons 1,1
 
Household type 
One person household       66,9
Married couple without 
child                               12,4
Married couple with child/
children                                 5,9
Unmarried couple without child                     
6,8
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,7
Single parent                     2,2
Other multi-person household 
without children                     4,1

     1. Agnes-Viertel
Age  
<18   11
18-30   19,2
30-65   56,8
65-80   10,2
>80   2,8

Marital status  
single            59,4
married            29,2
widow            3
divorced 7
partnership 0,9

Nationality 
German without MHG   71,1
German with MHG   13
Foreigners              15,9

Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                         17,7
Italy                        13,7
Poland                        2,6
Bulgaria             2,4
Greece                        5,3
Romania             1,7
Russian Federation   2

Residency span  
<2 years 25,0
2-5 years 20,2
5-10 years 19,1
10-15 years 11,5
15-20 years 7,2
20-30 years 7,5
>30 years 9,5
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,9
Secondary residence 1,1
 
Household size 
1 person 63,6
2 persons 22,4
3 persons 8,1
4 persons 4,9
>5 persons 1,1
 
Household type 
One person household      63,6
Married couple without child   
14,1
Married couple with child/
children                                7,3
Unmarried couple without child  
6,7
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      2,1
Single parent                     2,4
Other multi-person household 
without children                     3,7

     2. Villen-Viertel
Age  
<18    11,2
18-30    10,6
30-65    52,1
65-80   18,3
>80    7,7

Marital status  
single            46,5
married            38,8
widow            5,5
divorced 7,3
partnership 1,4

Nationality 
German without MHG   74,7
German with MHG  13,7
Foreigners             11,7
 
Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                        10
Italy                       3,1
Poland                        3,8
Bulgaria            0,8
Greece                       4,6
Romania            4,6
Russian Federation 3,1

Residency span  
<2 years 20,5
2-5 years 20,8
5-10 years 19,1
10-15 years 13,7
15-20 years 5,7
20-30 years 8,1
>30 years 12,0
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,2
Secondary residence 1,8
 
Household size 
1 person 56,3
2 persons 29,4
3 persons 7,1
4 persons 5,7
>5 persons 1,5
 
Household type 
One person household       56,3
Married couple without child                
21,9
Married couple with child/
children                                 8,6
Unmarried couple without child 
5,9
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,5
Single parent                     1,8
Other multi-person household 
without children                      4,1

     3. Kuniberts-Viertel
Age  
<18    8,8
18-30    22,1
30-65    51,3
65-80    9,6
>80    8,2
 
Marital status  
single            58,4
married             26,5
widow          5,9
divorced 6,5
partnership 1,2
  
Nationality 
German without MHG    66,7
German with MHG   11,3
Foreigners              22,1
 
Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                        6
Italy                       7,5
Poland                       1,6
Bulgaria            2,1
Greece                       2,2
Romania            0,6
Russian Federation 2,1

Residency span  
<2 years 28,4
2-5 years 23,6
5-10 years 18,1
10-15 years 10,0
15-20 years 5,8
20-30 years 5,9
>30 years 8,2
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,3
Secondary residence 1,7
  
Household size 
1 person 66,8
2 persons 21,9
3 persons 6,8
4 persons 3,5
>5 persons 1,0
 
Household type 
One person household      66,8
Married couple without child 
13,1
Married couple with child/
children                                5,8
Unmarried couple without child  
6,4
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,6
Single parent                     1,8
Other multi-person household 
without children                     4,6

     4. Eigelstein-Viertel
Age  
<18    9,4
18-30    27,3
30-65    54,7
65-80    6,7
>80    1,9
 
Marital status  
single            64
married            24,6
widow            2
divorced 8,1
partnership 0,6
  
Nationality 
German without MHG  52,5
German with MHG  16,1
Foreigners              31,4
 
Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                         32,7
Italy                        9,2
Poland                        2,7
Bulgaria            9,2
Greece                        2,4
Romania            1,7
Russian Federation        1,8

Residency span  
<2 years 28,7
2-5 years 21,2
5-10 years 17,1
10-15 years 10,3
15-20 years 9,4
20-30 years 7,9
>30 years 5,4
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 99,0
Secondary residence 1,0
 
Household size 
1 person 67,8
2 persons 19,6
3 persons 7,0
4 persons 3,6
>5 persons 2,0
 
Household type 
One person household       67,8
Married couple without child 
10,9
Married couple with child/
children                                 5,9
Unmarried couple without child 
6,4
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,9
Single parent                     2,4
Other multi-person household 
without children                     4,7

MHG = (Migrationshintergrund) Migration background

Appendix 1 - Demographic data

source: https://www.stadt-koeln.de/politik-und-verwaltung/statistik/statistische-daten-gebietskarte
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Nationality 
German without MHG   71,1
German with MHG   13
Foreigners              15,9

Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                         17,7
Italy                        13,7
Poland                        2,6
Bulgaria             2,4
Greece                        5,3
Romania             1,7
Russian Federation   2
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<2 years 25,0
2-5 years 20,2
5-10 years 19,1
10-15 years 11,5
15-20 years 7,2
20-30 years 7,5
>30 years 9,5
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,9
Secondary residence 1,1
 
Household size 
1 person 63,6
2 persons 22,4
3 persons 8,1
4 persons 4,9
>5 persons 1,1
 
Household type 
One person household      63,6
Married couple without child   
14,1
Married couple with child/
children                                7,3
Unmarried couple without child  
6,7
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      2,1
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Other multi-person household 
without children                     3,7
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Age  
<18    11,2
18-30    10,6
30-65    52,1
65-80   18,3
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divorced 7,3
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German without MHG   74,7
German with MHG  13,7
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Italy                       3,1
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<2 years 20,5
2-5 years 20,8
5-10 years 19,1
10-15 years 13,7
15-20 years 5,7
20-30 years 8,1
>30 years 12,0
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,2
Secondary residence 1,8
 
Household size 
1 person 56,3
2 persons 29,4
3 persons 7,1
4 persons 5,7
>5 persons 1,5
 
Household type 
One person household       56,3
Married couple without child                
21,9
Married couple with child/
children                                 8,6
Unmarried couple without child 
5,9
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,5
Single parent                     1,8
Other multi-person household 
without children                      4,1

     3. Kuniberts-Viertel
Age  
<18    8,8
18-30    22,1
30-65    51,3
65-80    9,6
>80    8,2
 
Marital status  
single            58,4
married             26,5
widow          5,9
divorced 6,5
partnership 1,2
  
Nationality 
German without MHG    66,7
German with MHG   11,3
Foreigners              22,1
 
Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                        6
Italy                       7,5
Poland                       1,6
Bulgaria            2,1
Greece                       2,2
Romania            0,6
Russian Federation 2,1

Residency span  
<2 years 28,4
2-5 years 23,6
5-10 years 18,1
10-15 years 10,0
15-20 years 5,8
20-30 years 5,9
>30 years 8,2
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 98,3
Secondary residence 1,7
  
Household size 
1 person 66,8
2 persons 21,9
3 persons 6,8
4 persons 3,5
>5 persons 1,0
 
Household type 
One person household      66,8
Married couple without child 
13,1
Married couple with child/
children                                5,8
Unmarried couple without child  
6,4
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,6
Single parent                     1,8
Other multi-person household 
without children                     4,6

     4. Eigelstein-Viertel
Age  
<18    9,4
18-30    27,3
30-65    54,7
65-80    6,7
>80    1,9
 
Marital status  
single            64
married            24,6
widow            2
divorced 8,1
partnership 0,6
  
Nationality 
German without MHG  52,5
German with MHG  16,1
Foreigners              31,4
 
Nationality of foreigners 
Turkey                         32,7
Italy                        9,2
Poland                        2,7
Bulgaria            9,2
Greece                        2,4
Romania            1,7
Russian Federation        1,8

Residency span  
<2 years 28,7
2-5 years 21,2
5-10 years 17,1
10-15 years 10,3
15-20 years 9,4
20-30 years 7,9
>30 years 5,4
 
Residential status 
Primary residence 99,0
Secondary residence 1,0
 
Household size 
1 person 67,8
2 persons 19,6
3 persons 7,0
4 persons 3,6
>5 persons 2,0
 
Household type 
One person household       67,8
Married couple without child 
10,9
Married couple with child/
children                                 5,9
Unmarried couple without child 
6,4
Unmarried couple with child/
children                      1,9
Single parent                     2,4
Other multi-person household 
without children                     4,7

MHG = (Migrationshintergrund) Migration background

source: https://www.stadt-koeln.de/politik-und-verwaltung/statistik/statistische-daten-gebietskarte
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Appendix 2 - Behavioral mapping

Sample: 20 users, Date: 29-04-2019, Time: 10.00-11.00
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