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Fig. 1. Neue Weyerstraße from Barbarossaplatz
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Fig. 2. Interior of building block seen from Trierer Straße towards Moselstraße
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Summary
In Cologne, Germany, remnants of the four major 

formative periods (Roman, medieval, 19th century, 

and reconstruction) are still visible throughout the 

city. Leftovers of the roman city wall, medieval city 

gates, a grand boulevard and post-war modernism 

have shaped the city to what it is today. 

The Barbarossaplatz in Cologne and its sur-

rounding area can be characterized by the major 

formative periods. In the Middle Ages there was 

a city wall with fortifications and a gate into 

the city. In the 19th century that line of defense 

became outdated and a new extension of the city 

was designed by Josef Stübben with baroque lines, 

squares with fountains and stately houses along a 

boulevard. Once the second world war was over, 

much of the inner city was destroyed. Rudolph 

Schwarz saw the destructions as an opportunity 

to modernize the city. During the reconstruction, 

new roads were created, cutting through old build-

ing blocks, connecting Barbarossaplatz to Roman 

era streams. The growing need of mobility led to 

the development of Barbarossaplatz as a traffic 

node. Now the most defining feature of the place 

is not its city gate or fountain, but the traffic that 

flows through it. The richly ornamented houses 

have been replaced by tram stops with regional 

services and office buildings with glass facades. 

Currently Cologne’s public spaces are fragmented 

and the people of Cologne feel they lack in quality. 

For this reason the masterplan by Albert Speer 

& Partner (AS&P, 2009) was commissioned. The 

masterplan suggests that the character of the 

boulevard should be restored and Barbarossaplatz 

redesigned. That is, to do away with the heavy 

amount of car traffic, to continue the lines of trees 

along the boulevard, and to fill in the gaps that 

have fallen in the building blocks. The plan seems 

to be wanting to bring back some of the classical 

ideas of a beautiful city. 

In this graduation project, the masterplan by AS&P 

was used as a starting point to research how 

Barbarossaplatz came to be the square it is today. 

To answer the question: How are building blocks 

around barbarossaplatz shaped, used and related 

to their context? The outcome of the research is 

used to create scenarios for a disrupted building 

block in the surroundings of Barbarossaplatz. The 

strategy is to create space for pedestrians in a very 

car centric area and to relieve some of the housing 

shortage. Premises of the design are derived from 

the scenarios. The design is then further elabo-

rated and related to its context. 
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Fig. 3. Tram stop Barbarossaplatz
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Fig. 4. Location of Cologne in Europe Fig. 5. Conceptualisation of Cologne

Fig. 6. Location of Barbarossaplatz in Cologne
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1. Introduction

1.1. Cologne, a fractured city
In Cologne roughly two thousand years of history 

are visible. Every time period has left its mark on 

the city. Remnants of the Roman city wall still 

exist, medieval street patterns remain visible, the 

boulevard marks where fortifications used to be, 

and highways cut through the old urban fabric. 

Every time a new plan for the city is made, a new 

layer is added to the city. (This is conceptualized 

in figure 5.) Cologne is a fractured city in the sense 

that it consists of many parts from different eras 

with their own logic. The experience in the city 

is not one of continuity, as the different types of 

logic often combine, and clash. 

In this graduation project the masterplan for 

Cologne by Albert Speer & Partner(AS&P) is 

used as a starting point for research. In 2008 the 

masterplan was commissioned by businesses in 

Cologne to improve the public areas of the city. 

Its interventions focus on creating more coher-

ent public spaces and a more attractive city. The 

masterplan defines 7 intervention spaces; the 

Rhine cityscape, the rings, the inner green belt, 

the North-South roadway, the East-West axis, the 

core zone, and the right side of the Rhine. These 

are, as they call it, the backbone of the 2000 year 

old city on the Rhine.

1.2. Barbarossaplatz
Barbarossaplatz is located in the Southwest of the 

city, close to Cologne South railway station and 

the university.1 It is on the edge of the Studenten-

Viertel, Volksgarten-Viertel, Mauritius-Viertel, 

and Pantaleons-Viertel. 

1 Appendix A contains a map of the sur-

roundings of Barbarossaplatz with street names.

The location of Barbarossaplatz is a place where 

multiple of the historical layers meet. It used to be 

the site of a gate into the city, the Weyertor, in the 

southwest of the city. The gate (first mentioned 

in 1232) was part of the fortifications of the city. 

At the end of the 19th century they had become 

obsolete and were torn down. In their place came 

a boulevard. After WW II the destructions were 

used as an opportunity to create a highway from 

the city centre outward, crossing at the boulevard. 

From this moment on, Barbarossaplatz became an 

important traffic node for cars and trams. For cars 

the square is a crossing of the boulevard and one 

of the radial roads into the city. The square func-

tions as an intermediary between the logic of the 

boulevard and the highway. For trams it links the 

lines of the city to the regional line to Bonn. The 

square, as it is today, is mostly traffic space, ac-

centuated by two towers and with small terraces 

and shops at its corners. 
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Fig. 7. Panorama photo of Barbarossaplatz

Fig. 8. The history of Barbarossaplatz in five photos

Fig. 9. The history of Barbarossaplatz in four maps
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2. Barbarossaplatz in context

2.1. First impressions
The first time visiting Barbarossaplatz can be a bit 

overwhelming. As a pedestrian you find yourself 

figuring out how the navigate the many lanes of 

traffic, how, when and where it is safe to cross. 

When you are driving a car, you will have to an-

ticipate which of the eight directions to go in. If 

you go by public transport, you have the choice 

between four tram lines coming and going in four 

directions from four platforms. 

2.2. Historical perspective
Two thousand years ago the Ubii created the settle-

ment Oppidum Ubiorum on an island in the Rhine. 

The settlement was a garrison of the Romans until 

it was given the status of a Roman colony, named 

Colonia Claudia Ara Agrippinensium. It was the 

capital of the Roman province Germania Inferior 

and an important trade centre. The cardo(North-

South axis) and decamanus(East-West axis) are 

still visible in the current city. 

During the Middle Ages, the city’s economic and 

political significance grew and it became a site 

for pilgrimage. The relics of the Three Wise men 

were brought over and thus began the inception 

of the Cologne cathedral. Over the centuries, the 

city and its walls were expanded and fortified. 

At the end of the 19th century the city wall and 

the fortifications had become obsolete. The land 

that was occupied by the fortifications was bought 

by the city and was used to expand the city. The 

competition for design of the expansion was won 

by Josef Stübben and Karl Henrici. The plan named 

“König Rhein” included a boulevard, inspired by 

Paris and Vienna, and a green belt.

During WW II the city was bombed many times. 

While the Cathedral stood, most of the city lay 

in ruins. In the decades after the war the city was 

rebuilt, with the oversight of Rudolf Schwarz. As 

the car became a more important mode of trans-

portation, large highways were created that cut 

through the old urban tissue.

2.3. The boulevard, the highway, 
and the boulevard
Like many places in Cologne, Barbarossaplatz is a 

place that changed over time. Figure 8 and 9 show 

the historic evolution. The appearance of the place 

has changed drastically, as well as the street pat-

terns and the role that Barbarossaplatz has in the 

city. 

Barbarossaplatz used to be the location of one of 

the city gates, the Weyertor. It was part of the city 

wall and fortifications, which were expanded over 

several centuries. At the end of the 19th century 

these were bought by the municipality for an 

expansion of the city, the Neustadt. Josef Stübben 

designed a boulevard around the existing city. The 

plan featured long rows of trees, fountains, parks 

and churches in prominent locations. Barbaros-

saplatz was created as a star shaped square and a 

distinctive break point in the boulevard (see figure 

10 & 12). 

After the destructions of WW II, Rudolf Schwarz 

envisioned a modern city, where the speed of 

traffic determines the scale. He saw potential in 

the boulevard as ‘the magnificent main street of 

Cologne.’ He found that Stübben had built it too 

small and it had become overpowered by traffic. 

Schwarz thought the entire boulevard should 

be widened to 52m (from 36m and 40m around 
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Fig. 10. Excerpt of the masterplan for Cologne by Josef Stübben

Fig. 12. Scheme of Barbarossaplatz as designed by Stübben

Fig. 11. Excerpt of the masterplan for Cologne by Rudolf Schwarz

Fig. 13. Scheme of Barbarossaplatz as designed by Schwarz
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Fig. 14. Satellite image of Barbarossaplatz

Fig. 16. Scheme of Barbarossaplatz of the current situation

Fig. 15. Excerpt of the masterplan for Cologne by AS&P

Fig. 17. Scheme of Barbarossaplatz as designed by AS&P
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Fig. 18. Interventions of AS&P around Barbarossaplatz
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Barbarossaplatz). The squares Barbarossaplatz, 

Rudolfplatz and Ebertplatz should be built in a 

larger scale with a strict architectural order. 

The square was elongated with a traffic island in 

the middle. Just behind the square the terminal 

station of the Vorgebirgsbahn, a railway to Bonn, 

was built. The traffic from the Luxemburger 

Straße was split and a new street was added to 

avoid widening the existing street (see figure 11 

& 13). 

In 1955 building started on the first tower on the 

square, the Sparkasse KölnBonn with its charac-

teristic swallowtail roof, designed by Ernst Nolte 

(Kier & Schäfke, 1987). The second tower, the 

Bauhaus tower, was built in 1972.

Now Barbarossaplatz is a large node of transpor-

tation for cars and public transport, on the level 

of the city and the region. Figure 14 & 16 show the 

square in its current form.

The masterplan by AS&P was commissioned by 

businesses in Cologne to improve quality of public 

space in the city. For the boulevard this means to 

create more pedestrian friendly places and more 

coherent public spaces. Restructuring the traffic 

flows and tree structure should create a larger and 

more pleasant space (see figure 15 & 17). 

In a way, this seems to be an attempt to marry 

the ideals of Schwarz and Stübben. The master-

plan by AS&P seems to apply principles of 19th 

century urban design on the contemporary city. 

Stübben had space to create a grand boulevard, 

with rows of trees, stately houses, and fountains 

on the squares. Schwarz was rebuilding the de-

structed city, but accommodating for more and 

faster traffic. As a result, the Barbarossaplatz 

is now a vaguely defined space, cut up by many 

flows of traffic. The masterplan by AS&P attempts 

to restore the continuity of space of the original 

boulevard, while adapting it to its current context. 

For instance, it brings back the lines of trees that 

have been fragmented and reshapes the cut up 

space into a coherent square again, so that it is 

once more visible as a clear break point in the 

boulevard. 

Filling the gap

The interventions of AS&P in the surroundings of 

Barbarossaplatz (see figure 18), focus on repair-

ing the urban structure. Most of the proposed 

interventions aim to fill the gaps that have formed 

in the 19th century building blocks. These gaps are 

mostly on secondary streets, where commercial 

pressures are less high than on the boulevard. At 

the moment these places are used for parking lots, 

garages, car dealers, and, in one case, a one-story 

supermarket. 

Another type of intervention by AS&P is on loca-

tions where post-war interventions with modern 

building types resulted in extra public space 

around or in front of these buildings. It seems that 

AS&P sees this as an undesirable situation. In the 

masterplan, buildings are proposed in that space. 

In that way aiming to make a more defined street 

or give the impression of a closed building block. 

However, the masterplan does not provide details 

on each of the interventions, as it was intended as 

a framework.
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3. Building blocks
This chapter discusses the way different types of 

buildings combine to form building blocks, in par-

ticular in relation to the masterplans by Stübben 

en Schwarz. This is to answer the question: How 

are building blocks around barbarossaplatz shaped, 

used and related to their context?

3.1. Breaking through
The city planners responsible for rebuilding the 

city after the war, saw the destructions as a rare 

opportunity to modernize the city and solve 

decades old problems (Wiktorin, 2005). They 

found it important that people could move quickly 

in and out of the city. Instead of rebuilding all of 

the old building blocks, it was decided to create 

large highways through the city. These interven-

tions by Schwarz had a big impact on the city. On 

the street level it is still very visible where the 

urban fabric has been disrupted. Figures 19-21 

show places where the Neue Weyerstraße cut 

through the existing urban fabric. It shows the 

contrast of older, smaller streets with the new 

wide street. The types of buildings on the respec-

tive streets differ as well, especially in height, 

scale and ornamentation. Figure 22-24 show the 

scale of the disruptions of the urban fabric around 

Barbarossaplatz. These are discussed in the next 

paragraphs.

Although it may sound like there was no regard for 

the old structure of the city, Schwarz was aware 

and considerate of the history of the city and the 

capacity of the existing streets (Schwarz, 1950). 

The (Neue) Weyerstraße connects to a road on 

a series of former streams, that were beside the 

Roman city wall. From this road the terrace of the 

Roman city is visible. Between the road and the 

city wall, there is a green strips with small towers 

perpendicular to the road. By creating the Neue 

Weyerstraße parallel to the Weyerstraße, the ex-

isting street could be kept as narrow as it was. The 

new road provided the necessary traffic capacity, 

but cut through four building blocks. 

On the other side of Barbarossaplatz two build-

ing blocks were not rebuilt to accommodate the 

Vorgebirgsbahn terminal station and the traffic 

into the city via the Neue Weyerstraße. Barbaros-

saplatz itself was elongated for a tram stop. The 

two buildings blocks are now the location of the 

two towers on Barbarossaplatz.

On either side of the railroad, building blocks have 

been disrupted as well. These disruptions were 

not visible in the masterplan by Schwarz, but do 

appear in the development plans in 1961 (see Ap-

pendix B) and in the masterplan for Cologne by 

Werner Bäcker in 1973 (See Appendix C). The de-

velopment plan and masterplan show that prepa-

rations were made to create a road there, but that 

road was never constructed. The development 

plan also features a parking garage of 6 stories tall 

in the middle of one of the building blocks, that 

was never constructed. Other buildings that are 

adapted to the planned road, have been built.

3.2. Urban fabric
Disruptions of buildings blocks are not always 

visible in the 2-dimensional view of maps. Many 

buildings along the boulevard still follow the lines of 

the building block as they were drawn by Stübben, 

but are very different from how he had envisioned 

the city. In the reconstruction modern buildings 

replaced the ruins of the old buildings. However, 

the vision of Schwarz for Cologne, could not be 

implemented without compromise.



A. Hohenzollernring D. Neue Weyerstraße

B. Hohenstaufenring E. Neue Weyerstraße

C. Karolingerring F. Neue Weyerstraße
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Fig. 25. Composite building blocks
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In 1948, after completing and presenting his plan 

to the city, Schwarz writes to Ludwig Mies van 

der Rohe: “We have completed the general plan-

ning for Cologne, but it is so that it will probably 

be detested by the representatives of a resolute 

modernity. [...] In Cologne one can not, as the 

idealists of the Neues Bauen say, mix everything 

up and build upon some abstract new plan. So my 

planning has become ultra-conservative, which 

then also causes the stormy applause of our popu-

lation.” 2

After the war Cologne was not a ‘tabula rasa’, 

contrary to the hopes of the city planners 

(Wiktorin, 2005). Out of economic necessity 

the surviving underground utilities and remains 

of buildings had to be considered, as well as the 

fragmented ownership of the many parcels. Even if 

owners were willing to sell, it was difficult to build 

a (profitable) modern urban ensemble due to the 

small plot sizes. As a result, modern buildings are 

incorporated into building blocks (see figure 25). 

To further investigate how the urban fabric is 

composed, the buildings along the two main roads 

crossing at Barbarossaplatz, are examined. The 

categories are based on the buildings relation to 

the perimeter, building volume, and the type of 

facades and roofs. In this way five types are defined. 

Type I a is the Stübben era building. These build-

ings have highly ornamented facades and pitched 

or Mansard roofs, they are built on the perimeter 

of the block. In many cases they are monumental, 

though they may be rebuilt after WW II. Type I b 

(modernized boulevard buildings) are built on the 

2 Quote translated from Schäfke (2017, p. 

304) citing Jeffry M. Diefendorf: Städtebauliche 

Traditionen und der Wiederaufbau von Köln 

vornehmlich nach 1945. In: Rheinische Vierteljah-

resblätter 55(1991) P. 252-273. p. 267 

perimeter of a block and have similar volumes to 

type Ia buildings, but have a modern or modern-

ized facades. Type II ((Semi) Autonomous modern-

ist buildings) deviate from the perimeter of the 

block to be (partially) freestanding. They are more 

block shaped and create space in front or around 

them. Type III a (Modernist perimeter buildings) 

follow the perimeter of the block, but are made 

with modern construction methods and flat roofs. 

Type III b (High-rise on a plinth) has a plinth that 

follows the perimeter of the block, with a tower 

on top.

The distinction of types is used to analyse the 

buildings on the roads that cross at Barbaros-

saplatz, the boulevard and the highway (see figure 

26-28). Along the boulevard more buildings have 

been modernized, while the back streets have 

remained more traditional. This is probably due 

to economic forces. Especially the buildings at the 

corner are modernized and are also higher than 

the ones in between. Most buildings are either 

parallel or perpendicular to the boulevard. The 

street profile in this section is fairly consistent. 

Though they are not (all) the original facades, the 

facades are all relatively the same height, with 

exception of the (church) towers. However, at the 

edges of the image the relative continuity of the 

boulevard is interrupted.

Along the highway there are more buildings of the 

boulevard type, but there is also more variety in 

building types and placement. How the buildings 

relate to the road is varied, especially along the 

Neue Weyerstraße. This is not surprising as the 

road cut through some building blocks; following 

the old perimeter of the block was not possible 

anymore. Some buildings close the blocks, but at 

the place they were cut through. Some are po-

sitioned in a more open way towards the road, 

many at a 45° angle. The street profile is also more 



Fig. 26. Overview of the types of buildings around Barbarossaplatz
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Type III a
Modernist perim-
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Modern facade
Flat roof
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Type III b
Highrise on a plinth
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block
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Fig. 27. Types of buildings around Barbarossaplatz

22.



23.

A
B’

A’

B

A C

E

A
’

C
’

E’

B’ F’

D
’

C

D’

E

F’

C’

D
E’

F

B F

D

Fig. 28. Elevations of roads crossing Barbarossaplatz
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irregular, there are much more gaps in the sides of 

the street and the building heights vary more. The 

road is laid out to make traffic flow as smooth as 

possible, thereby shifting in its distance to build-

ings.

3.3. A closer look
In this section a selection (see figure 29) of blocks 

is made to look closer into how the building blocks 

are composed and used. The selected blocks 

consist of multiple types of buildings and are either 

on the boulevard or the highway. Figure 30 & 31 

show the types of building in the blocks, their 

interior uses and the entrances into the block. 

A. Hohenstaufenring

This block is on the boulevard and follows the 

building block as drawn by Stübben, though most 

the buildings have been replaced by larger and 

more modern ones. Only two buildings are of the 

boulevard type, one is modernized, the other is 

a protected monument. On the south end there 

is a tower on a plinth. In this plinth there is a su-

permarket, a parking garage, a student club, and a 

gym. On the ground floor next to the boulevard 

there are shops, offices, and a hotel. The other 

side of the block is more residential and only has 

a kindergarten. In the block there are multiple 

entrances to parking garages, most of the interior 

of the block is used for parking. A small portion is 

used a playground. The ground floors of the shops 

are extended into the interior to create more 

shopping space. 

B. Hohenstaufenring

This block is on the Boulevard and is one of the 

corners of the original Barbarossaplatz. Most of 

the buildings on the side of the boulevard are 

modern, while the rest is mostly of the boulevard 

type. There are some gaps in the building block, 

such as a one-story supermarket, a garage, and a 

parking lot. On the ground floor there is a large 

variety of bars, restaurants, and small shops. There 

are only entrances into the building block from the 

quietest street. The interior of the block is mostly 

used for parking.

C. Neue Weyerstraße

This block is confined by the Neue Weyerstraße in 

the South, the Mauritiussteinweg in the West, and 

the Kleine and Große Telegraphenstraße in the 

East and North. The Mauritiussteinweg goes along 

the old Roman city wall and is more than 300 years 

old. The Kleine and Große Telegraphenstraße 

were created in the first half of the 19th century. 

The Neue Weyerstraße was created around 1960. 

The buildings in this block are of the modernized 

boulevard type, with the exception of the tower 

on a plinth on the south end (the tower was also 

built around 1960). In the plinth there are some 

shops. The ground floor in the rest of the block is 

mostly used for entrances to apartments, storage 

and garages. From the Kleine Telegraphenstraße 

there is an open entrance into the block that leads 

to the rows of garages in the interior. Some of the 

interior space is used as gardens, but most space 

is for parking. 

D. Neue Weyerstraße

These blocks also existed before the 1900s and 

where cut through after WW II. After the Neue 

Weyerstraße was created, not even half of these 

blocks remained (in terms of area). They differ in 

their orientation towards the Neue Weyerstraße. 

One block forms a wall to the street, while the 

other is opened up more. On the ground floor 

there are shops, offices, storage, and garages. The 

interior of the blocks is mainly used for parking. 

E. Trierer Straße 

This block is between Barbarossaplatz and the 

railway and was part of the masterplan by Stübben. 

Around 1960 a road was planned through it. While 
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Fig. 29. Selected blocks 

the buildings in the block were made to accommo-

date the road, it was never constructed. Neither 

was the 6-story parking garage that was planned in 

the middle of the block; that parcel is now vacant 

and neglected. The parcels where the road was 

planned are now second-hand car dealerships. 

Along the Luxemburger Straße and there are a few 

bars and shops. In the building that angles inward 

at the Trierer Straße, there are a few businesses 

such as a gym and a yoga studio. One of the build-

ings used to be a hotel, and its ground floor was 

opened up and used as a car workshop; now the 

building is remodelled into apartments. The rest 

of the interior of the block is used for parking and 

as gardens. 

What this selection of blocks shows, is that these 

blocks have adapted to their changing surround-

ings and that the adaptations are not all the same. 

For example the blocks D. Neue Weyerstraße, 

they are similar, but have a different relation to 

the road. It also shows that ground floor space 

is sought-after, to be used as shops, parking, or 

entrances into the building blocks. 

A

B
C

D

E



E. Trierer Straße

D. Neue Weyerstraße

C. Neue Weyerstraße

B. Hohenstaufenring

A.Hohenstaufenring

Parking 

Mixed

Green

Fig. 30. Types of buildings in selected building blocks and their intior uses



Fig. 31. Entrances into buildings and blocks



Neue Weyerstraße; Going Southwest

Luxemburger, Trierer, and Pfälzer Straße; 

Going Northeast

Boulevard; Going Southeast

Boulevard; Going Northwest

AB
C

A

B
C

A
BC

A
B

A. Asphalt and rails

A. Boulevard, trees, and towers

A. Freeway

A. Straight ahead

C

Fig. 32. Drawings of sequences through Barbarossaplatz



B. More space, more lanes

B. Towers on a break point

B. Going around the corner

B. Shifting view

C. Continued space

C. (Dis)continued space

C. Crossroads

C. To the city centre



30.

3.4. Moving through
These drawings in figure 32 were made to inves-

tigate what kind of spaces these buildings create, 

how they relate to each other, and how these 

spaces are laid out.3 

Boulevard; going Northwest

A: Asphalt and rails

In this part of the boulevard, the street is domi-

nated by road- and tramways. Street lighting is 

suspended over the road, sturdy poles support 

the overhead lines of the tram, trees are placed 

sparsely at the edges of the street. The Bauhaus 

tower is most prominent in the view, in the further 

distance the church at the Zülpicher Platz can be 

seen. 

B: More space, more lanes

At the Barbarossaplatz the space widens, accom-

modating extra lanes and tracks to take a right 

turn. At this point the Sparkasse KölnBonn tower 

becomes more prominent in view. At the square 

the trees are more clustered

C: Continued space

After Barbarossaplatz, the profile of the boulevard 

is more continuous. The placement of trees also 

becomes less irregular, as the trees start forming 

lines at the edges of the street.

Boulevard; going Southeast

A: Boulevard, trees, and towers

From this part of the boulevard, the towers on 

Barbarossaplatz are visible, while the view to the 

3 These drawings were made using a com-

bination of eye level views from a 3D model and 

views from Google Street View. This method has 

the advantage that buildings which are (partially) 

invisible in Google Street View, can still be drawn. 

However, it has limited the views to those from 

the perspective of a car.

tower on the boulevard itself is obscured by trees. 

At either side of the street a line of trees forms a 

canopy. It is a very powerful element in the char-

acter of the street. 

B: Towers on a break point

On Barbarossaplatz these lines of trees are inter-

rupted and the space widens; there is a break with 

the character of the boulevard. The wide roads 

cut across and the two towers attract the atten-

tion. Most of the trees on the square are clustered 

around the tram stops. 

C: (Dis)continued space

At this point the end of the square is marked by 

a building perpendicular to the boulevard. Yet, 

the road and tramways are still dominant in the 

continuation of space. 

Neue Weyerstraße; going Southwest

A: Freeway

This wide road goes outward from the city centre 

to the Southwest. At this point it is flanked by a 

park on the left and freestanding towers on the 

right. The tower that is visible in the distance, is a 

large hotel, incorporated in a building block. 

B: Going around the corner

As this road was created in an existing context, it 

was difficult to avoid bends. As a result the views 

change often and there is less continuity of space. 

There is a cluster of trees on a parking lot. The 

church tower visible in the distance stands on the 

Zülpicher Platz. 

C: Crossroads

At this point the road crosses the boulevard. The 

Barbarossaplatz is marked by the Sparkasse Köln-

Bonn tower. The tram stops are to the left. There 

is a myriad of street lights, traffic signs, traffic lights, 

and advertising signs. The right side of the street 
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stems from the turn of the 19th century, while the 

left side of the street was built after WW II. 

Luxemburger, Trierer, and Pfälzer Straße; 

going Northeast

A: Straight ahead

This part of the road is quite straight and has a 

relatively consistent facade height. The tram 

shares the street with cars. It goes underneath the 

railroad; the Cologne South railway station is to 

the left. In the distance the Sparkasse KölnBonn 

tower on the Barbarossaplatz is visible.

B: Shifting view

The road then turns to the right, shifting the 

Bauhaus tower on the Barbarossaplatz into view. 

The road then turns to the left, passing the tower 

on its left side. 

C: To the city centre

After Barbarossaplatz, two more towers mark 

their spot along the road into the city centre. The 

tram goes underground along this road. 

Thoughts

The drawings show what happens at the boulevard, 

that multiple types of logic clash with each other. 

The boulevard was once designed as a street 

with a consistent profile with Barbarossaplatz as 

a break point, but now that has been broken up 

to prioritize the flows of traffic. That means that 

lines of trees are reduced to clusters, buildings are 

made for a bigger scale, and space is dominated 

by lanes for traffic and trams along with its street 

lighting, traffic lights, and overhead lines. This is 

what the masterplan by AS&P responds to: their 

plan for the boulevard is an attempt to create 

unity in the broken up spaces. 

On the other road another type of logic, the 

highway, is added to an existing context. This is 

particularly visible in drawing A: Freeway, which 

shows the road as a free flowing highway, through 

a green area, accentuated by freestanding towers. 

But then it has to adapt to its surroundings and 

meander through the building blocks. Along the 

road there are multiple towers that accentuate 

it, though some are more of a focus point than 

others. 
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39 m2 
per person

1,88 persons 
per household

76 m2 
per dwelling

50,4% of people 
live alone

25% is between 
18-34 years old

11 % is student

2010

18,7% of new 
apartments have

1 or 2 rooms

2018

48,7% of new 
apartments have

1 or 2 rooms

29% not satisfied 
with public areas

44% not satisfied 
with streets and 
buildings around 

them

91% satisfied 
with living in 

Cologne

89% found it hard 
to find a suitable 

living space

Fig. 33. Statistics on living in Cologne
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4. Strategy & scenarios
Since the 1980s the filling in of vacant lots and 

densification in the inner city have been some 

of the most important concerns of urban plan-

ning in Cologne, due to housing shortages and 

soaring rent prices (Wiktorin, 2005). According 

to a survey by Urban Audit Deutschland (UAD, 

2019), 89% of inhabitants of Cologne found it hard 

to find a good dwelling for a reasonable price. 

Furthermore, new construction of housing has 

been lagging behind the goals of the administration 

and politicians for years (Wohnungsbau in Köln: 

FDP Ratsfraktion kritisiert CDU und Grüne, 2019, 

May 10). Between 2016 and 2018 Cologne built 

only enough to cover 46% of the housing needs 

(Hengler & Voigtländer, 2019). 

Taking a closer look at how the people in Cologne 

live: The City of Cologne (2018) reports that 

there are on average 1,88 persons per household, 

while 50,4% percent are one-person households. 

In the surroundings of Barbarossaplatz this is even 

higher: between 65-75% are one-person house-

holds. In the city there is on average 39 m2 living 

space per person, while the average dwelling is 76 

m2. In the last years newly built apartments have 

become smaller; in 2010 18,7% of new apartments 

had 1 or 2 rooms, in 2018 that was 48,7% (City 

of Cologne, 2019). More than 1 in 5 new apart-

ments are smaller than 30 m2. There are multiple 

possible explanations for these trends; household 

sizes decrease, more people move into the city, 

and tourism puts more pressure on the housing 

market. 

25% of the inhabitants of Cologne are between 

18 and 34 years old. Of the inhabitants 11% is a 

student, around half of these go to the University 

of Cologne. The area surrounding Barbarossaplatz 

is popular amongst students and young profession-

als. This is because it is relatively close to the city 

centre and the university, close to public transport 

connections, and the surroundings have a high level 

of amenities (Moses Mendelssohn Institut, 2019).

While 91% is satisfied with living in Cologne, 29% 

of inhabitants are not satisfied with the public 

areas in the city, such as squares, markets, and 

pedestrian zones (UAD, 2019). 44% of inhabitants 

is not satisfied with the streets and buildings in 

their surroundings. This sentiment is noted to be 

the reason for the creation of the masterplan by 

AS&P.

The previous chapter showed how much space is 

dedicated to traffic and its effects on the public 

space. The people of Cologne are not satisfied 

with the spaces around them. The need for 

housing is not matched. Much space is used for 

cars, even within building blocks. As the city keeps 

growing, it is important to use space in a way that 

satisfies the needs of the people. Gaps in the build-

ing blocks provide the opportunity to densify and 

create more space for pedestrians. 

In three scenarios, the strategy is to create more 

housing within a building block. This block is on the 

Trierer, Pfälzer, Luxemburger, and Moselstraße. It 

has been opened up to create space for a road, but 

that road was never constructed. Part of the space 

within that block is now not used, while car deal-

erships use the rest. Within this block, there is the 

opportunity to use it for the people. This has also 

been suggested in the masterplan by AS&P; the 

scenarios will explore different options to do so.

The three scenarios explore the options to use 

the types defined in the previous chapter as an ad-

dition to the existing building block. The different 



Scenario 2

Scenario 1

Scenario 3

Fig. 34. Three scenarios using the types defined in chapter three
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kinds of buildings have different implications for 

the type and form of public space. 

Scenario 1 uses the traditional 19th century block 

as a starting point. It reacts to the perimeter of 

the block as drawn by Stübben, which is also done 

in the masterplan by AS&P. A courtyard is created 

in the interior of the block.

Scenario 2 uses the (semi) autonomous modernist 

building as a starting point. The buildings react to 

the context by attaching to existing buildings, but 

then creating space around themselves. In this way 

creating a flow of space through the building block. 

Scenario 3 uses the modernist perimeter build-

ing as a starting point, in this case high rise on a 

plinth. The plinth creates a continuous experience 

on the ground floor, while allowing the tower to 

stand free. This scenario is most similar to the 

development plan where a road goes through the 

building block. Though in this scenario the space is 

designated for pedestrians, for example as a park. 

The three scenarios all have something in them 

that is interesting to use in a design. In the first 

scenario, the idea to connect to the block as it was 

drawn by Stübben and the interior courtyard. In 

the second scenario, the space that is created by 

placing objects in the middle of the terrain. In the 

third scenario, the tower that creates a connec-

tion to Barbarossaplatz. Elements of the scenarios 

will be used in the final design.
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Fig. 35. Overview of design and Barbarossaplatz
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5. Contextual design
There is a competition for space in Cologne: there 

is not enough housing, and the streets have been 

taken over by cars. This design aims to create a 

space for people, as a reaction to very car centric 

surroundings. Barbarossaplatz is a space dedicated 

to getting to your destination as fast as possible, 

this space can function as a counterpart to that, 

where staying is as important as going. 

5.1. Elements of the design
The design is based on certain premises (see figure 

36). First, to react to the original perimeter of the 

19th century building block. Second, to react to the 

towers on Barbarossaplatz, built in the second half 

of the 20th century. Third, to create an element in 

the sight line of the Neue Weyerstraße. Addition-

ally, it creates an alternative route for pedestrians, 

parallel to the busy traffic space.

Two types of buildings are used in the design, the 

tower on the plinth and the modern perimeter 

building (see figure 42). The first type is used 

along the Trierer Straße, the plinth connects to 

existing buildings to avoid creating blind facades. 

The plinth partially follows the original perimeter 

of the building block. The tower within the build-

ing block is on the plinth. The tower is made to 

look like it is made up of slabs that are offset off 

to each other, to make it appear more slender. 

There is room for small businesses in the plinth 

and a cafe at the Trierer Straße (see figure 40). In 

the tower there will be apartments overlooking 

the city (see figure 39 & 44). The second type is 

used to connect to the Moselstraße. In combina-

tion with the existing building there it will form a 

street (see figure 46, 54 & 55). Within the build-

ing block the building will form a courtyard, with 

volumes that shift (see figure 50-52). This makes is 

possible to react directly to the context, creating 

more space in front or in the back, if necessary. 

The heights vary as well, to make the space within 

the block feel more open and light. On the ground 

floor there are apartments with front gardens and 

spaces to work. The apartments above those are 

smaller apartments and studios for students and 

young professionals (see figure 38).

5.2. Public space
The space surrounding the block is dominated 

by traffic space, pedestrians are relegated to the 

sidewalks. At least on the side streets, more space 

for pedestrians can be created. This has potential, 

especially at the crossing of the Trierer Straße, 

Burgunder Straße, and Pfälzer Straße. By increas-

ing the priority of the pedestrians above that of 

the cars, the area becomes more pleasant to walk 

through and creates the opportunity to make a 

terrace. This then also functions as a first link 

in the alternative route for pedestrians through 

the building block between Barbarossaplatz and 

Cologne South railway station. The route consists 

of multiple interlinked spaces. These spaces all 

have their individual character. In the building 

block, there is the square, the courtyard, and 

the street. They are connected through the use 

of the same pavement throughout the interior of 

the building block. They are V-shaped to make the 

spaces flow into each other. 

The square is in front of the tower and has an 

urban character (see figure 49). On one side there 

is a cafe, while on the other side there are offices 

and businesses. On the already existing tower 

there is already a graffiti artwork. 

The courtyard is a more green area (see figure 

50-52). In the middle there are two trees that have 



Fig. 36. Premises of the design

Sequence of Spaces

Alternative route from Barbarossaplatz to Cologne South railway 
station and the university.

Perimeter of the block Traffic (red) vs. Pedestrians (dark blue)

High rise on Barbarossaplatz and in the design

Sight lines from Barbarossaplatz and Moselstraße



Fig. 37. Street lighting in the surroundings of Barbarossaplatz

been there for years. Around the edges there is a 

pergola that marks the edge between the public 

courtyard and the private front gardens. 

The street has small patches of flowers with 

benches and lampposts besides them (see figure 

46, 54 & 55). The benches follow the pattern of 

the pavement. Wooden seats make them more 

comfortable to sit on throughout the year. 

Street lighting

Six different types of light fixtures are used in the 

area surrounding the block and on Barbarossaplatz. 

High lampposts are used in the large traffic areas, 

while the quieter streets have smaller lampposts. 

Two types that stand out are the more traditional 

ones which are curved towards the ground, and 

the suspended ones. 

In the interior of the block different types of light 

fixtures will be used. Smaller lampposts to illumi-

nate the areas with benches (see figure 46). Lights 

embedded in a pergola to light the edges of the 

courtyard. Spotlights to light up the more urban 

square. 

As a whole, the design aims to create a place 

with its own character, while responding to the 

context that it is in. A place that responds to the 

larger scale as well as the smaller scale. A space for 

pedestrians, people, to stay and enjoy, in contrast 

to the fast pace of its surroundings. 
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Fig. 38. Concept floor plans and section (courtyard)

Fig. 40. Concept floor plan and section (plinth on Trierer Straße)

Fig. 41. Section 1:10 000

A

A
A’ A’

Fig. 39. Concept floor plan and section (tower)
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Fig. 42. Masterplan 1:2000
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Fig. 43. View from the tram 
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Fig. 44. Impression of the view from the tower



44.

Fig. 46. Evening impression of the street
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Fig. 47. Side mirror view from Neue Weyerstraße



Fig. 48. View from Trierer Straße

Fig. 49. Urban square

Fig. 50. View into courtyard



Fig. 51. Courtyard, pergola, and tower

Fig. 52. View in courtyard



Fig. 53. View from street toward urban square

Fig. 54. View into street

Fig. 55. View into street from Moselstraße
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6. Conclusion
Cologne is a fractured city, one with many facets 

created throughout its 2000 year history. What 

started out as a small settlement on the Rhine, is 

now a city of more than a million people. In that 

time much has been built and has come down 

again, but its traces remain visible. It is a living city, 

its form is not once determined for eternity, but 

changes over time. It is a connection of the people 

that once lived there and the ones that do now. It 

is an artefact of history, but also an opportunity 

for the future. That is the beauty of the fractured 

city.

That is what Stübben, Schwarz and AS&P also 

knew. They made their plans knowing the history 

of the place and added another layer to it. Stübben 

did that by connecting a grand boulevard to the 

medieval centre. Schwarz did that by seeing a 

future of speed and cars, while being mindful of 

the qualities of the old streets. AS&P aimed to do 

that by connecting and restoring the spaces that 

have been separated. 

In this thesis, the intent is to show the character of 

the city and to translate it into a new design. The 

design responds to the existing context by creat-

ing space for pedestrians in a very car centric area 

and to relieve some of the housing shortage. By 

creating this design a new layer is added to what 

could be the future of Cologne.
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Appendix A - Street names
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Appendix B - Bebauungsplan Nr.: 66437.04.000.00 
Entlastungsstr. für einen Teil der Luxemburger Str. zw. Salierring u. Eifelwall. - 14 December 1961

Retrieved from: https://geoportal.stadt-koeln.de/BPlan-Public/66437.04.000.00.pdf
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Appendix C - Köln Innenstadt - Höhenentwicklung
Bäcker, w., et al (1973) Köln Innenstadt. Das Konzept einer detaillierten Flächennutzung.


